SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 3003, 3146 PRI NTER S NO. 3880

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2261 *%5%

| NTRODUCED BY | TKI N, FOX, PRESTON, PISTELLA, ANGSTADT, VEON
BELFANTI, COHEN, JOSEPHS, TRELLO, HALUSKA, DelLUCA, SEMMEL
CORRI GAN, M CHLOVIC, J. L. WRIGHT, MAI ALE, HOALETT, SEVENTY,
DI STLER, SHOVERS, BATTI STO, RITTER, FARGO, MAI NE, BOYES,
MVELI O AND BROUJOS, MARCH 16, 1988

SENATOR BELL, CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE, I N
SENATE, AS AVENDED, NOVEMBER 15, 1988
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Novenber 24, 1976 (P.L.1163, No.259),
entitled "An act relating to the prescribing and di spensing
of generic equival ent drugs,"” further providing for the
manner of dispensing generically equival ent drugs.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3(a) of the act of Novenber 24, 1976
(P.L.1163, No.259), referred to as the CGeneric Equival ent Drug
Law, i s anmended to read:

Section 3. (a) Wenever a pharnmaci st receives a
prescription for a brand nane drug he shall, unless requested
ot herwi se by the purchaser, substitute a | ess expensive
generically equivalent drug product listed in the formulary of
generic and brand name drug products devel oped by the Depart nent

of Health as provided in section 5(b) unless the prescriber

i ndi cates otherw se. The bottom of every prescription blank
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shall be inprinted with the words "substitution perm ssible"
[and "do not substitute"] and shall contain [two] one signature
[lines] line for the physician's or other authorized
prescriber's signature [on the |ine imediately above the chosen

option]. The prescriber's signature shall validate the

prescri pti on and, unless the prescri ber handwites "brand

necessary" or "brand nedically necessary," shall desi gnate

approval of substitution of a drug by a pharnaci st pursuant to

this act. |Inprinted conspi cuously on the prescripti on bl anks
shall be the words: “Fhisprescription—wllbe filled <—
eall I I | I g Ny | ,
y | i call , I : Y o
blank— "I N ORDER FOR A BRAND NAVME PRCDUCT TO BE DI SPENSED, THE <—

PRESCRI BER MUST HANDWRI TE ' BRAND NECESSARY' OR ' BRAND MEDI CALLY

NECESSARY' I N THE SPACE BELOWN "™ ALL | NFORVATI ON PRI NTED ON THE

PRESCRI PTI ON BLANK SHALL BE I N EI GHT- PO NT UPPERCASE PRI NT. In

the case of an oral prescription, there will be no substitution
if the prescriber expressly indicates to the pharnmacist that the
brand name drug is necessary and substitution is not all owed.
Substitution of a | ess expensive generically equival ent drug
product shall be contingent on whether the pharnmacy has the
brand name or generically equivalent drug in stock.

* %k

Section 2. It shall be the duty of the Departnent of Health,
within 30 days after the effective date of this section, to send
a witten notice to each duly licensed physician, dentist,
veterinarian and other practitioner licensed in this
Commonweal th to wite prescriptions intended for the treatnent
or prevention of disease in man or aninmals, hereinafter referred

to as a prescriber, informng the prescriber of the provisions
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of this amendatory act, and informng the prescriber that the
enactnent of this anmendatory act does not preclude a prescriber
fromprescribing a brand name drug if, in the opinion of the
prescriber, the use of the brand nane drug is in the best
nmedi cal interest of the patient.
Section 3. This act shall take effect as foll ows:
(1) Section 2 and this section shall take effect

i mredi ately.
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(2) Section 1 shall take effect in60—days JULY 1, 1989.



