PRINTER S NO. 2532

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1987 55

| NTRODUCED BY SALOOM HUTCHI NSON, PETRARCA, KUKOVI CH, VEON
MRKONI C, CLARK, OLASZ, VAN HORNE, DAW DA, DUFFY, MJRPHY,
GAMBLE, PETRONE, LEVDANSKY, MARKOSEK, MAYERN K, LAUGHLI N
DALEY AND CORRI GAN, NOVEMBER 18, 1987

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, NOVEMBER 18, 1987
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated
Statutes, renmpving provisions relating to certain vehicle
em ssi on inspection requirenents.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 4706 of Title 75 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:
8§ 4706. Prohibition on expenditures for em ssion inspection
program
[(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as provided in subsection (b),

neither] Neither the departnent nor any other departnment or

agency of the executive branch of State governnment shall expend

any public funds for the establishnent and adm ni stration of any

system for the periodic inspection of em ssions or em ssion
systens of notor vehicles.
[(b) Exception.--The provisions of subsection (a) shall not

apply when the secretary shall certify that such systemis
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required to conply with Federal |law and is necessary for the

Commpnweal th to receive or avoid the | oss of Federal funds in

whi ch case the departnment nmay establish and adm ni ster such a

system for notor vehicles registered in areas where periodic

i nspection of em ssions or em ssion systens of notor vehicles is

required by the Environnmental Protection Agency of the United

States or decrees of the courts of the United States.

(c)

Certificate of em ssion inspection.--

(1) The departnent shall issue a certificate of em ssion

i nspection through an official em ssion inspection station,

valid until the next schedul ed em ssion inspection, for a

subj ect notor vehicle which neets the following criteria:

(1) the notor vehicle has passed an inspection or a
rei nspection performed by the inspection station; or

(ii) all required em ssion control devices are
installed and the notor vehicle has qualified for and has
received a | owem ssion tune-up as provided in paragraphs
(2), (3) and (5) after failing an inspection perforned by
the inspection station within the past 90 days.

(2) Wen the cost of necessary repairs, as docunmented by

a witten estimate, would exceed the total cost limtation,

as provided in paragraph (5), the owner nmay, instead of

perform ng or obtaining necessary repairs, obtain a | ow

em ssion tune-up. For the purpose of determ ning

qualification for a | owem ssion tune-up, the cost of

necessary repairs shall not include the costs covered by any

warranty, insurance policy or prepaid maintenance agreenent

or the costs as referred to in paragraphs (6) and (7).

(3) A lowemssion tune-up shall consist of four engine

checks and necessary adjustnents and shall be perforned in
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1 the foll ow ng manner:

2 (1) If the nmotor vehicle is equipped with a breaker
3 point ignition system the nechanic shall check and, if
4 necessary, adjust the distributor point dwell to the

5 manuf acturer's specifications.

6 (i) If the nmotor vehicle is equipped with a

7 di stributor which provides for timng adjustnment, the

8 mechani ¢ shall check and, if necessary, adjust the

9 ignition timng according to the manufacturer's

10 speci fications.

11 (tit) If the notor vehicle is equipped with a

12 carburetor which provides for idle and air/fuel mxture
13 adj ustments, the nmechanic shall then adjust the idle and
14 air/fuel mxture according to the reconmended procedures
15 of the notor vehicle manufacturer.

16 (iv) If the notor vehicle is equipped with a

17 carburetor which provides for idle speed adjustnent, the
18 mechani ¢ shall check and, if necessary, adjust the idle
19 RPMto the specifications of the notor vehicle
20 manufacturer. If a substantial idle speed adjustnent is
21 necessary, the mechanic shall recheck the initial timng.
22 (v) If none of the checks or adjustnents set forth
23 in this paragraph can be perforned on a notor vehicle or
24 are found to be ineffective, a | owem ssion tune-up shal
25 al so include checking and, if necessary, repairing or
26 repl acing the vacuumlines and electrical wires rel ated
27 to the em ssion control system and checking and, if
28 necessary, replacing or repairing the air filter,
29 positive crankcase ventilation valve or any sparkplugs if
30 found defective.
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(4) The departnent by regul ation shall establish
standard tinme all onwances needed to performthe | ow em ssion

t une- up.

(5 The total cost limtation is $50 for 1974 and newer
nodel year vehicles and $25 for pre-1974 nodel year vehicles.
(6) Any expenses incurred in the repair of em ssion

control devices found to be tanpered with or rendered

i noperative through intervention by the vehicle owner or

sonmeone acting on his behalf or which are not installed shal

not be included in the total cost limtation of this

par agr aph.

(7) The costs mandated by this subsection do not i nclude
any costs recoverable under an em ssion warranty.

(d) Charge for inspection.--Wenever a systemfor the
periodi c inspection of em ssions or em ssion systens is
establ i shed as authorized in subsection (b), the nmaxi mum charge
for such inspection shall be $8. No additional charge shall be
made by the inspecting station for one necessary reinspection
wi thin 30 days of the original inspection.

(e) Coordination with safety inspections.--Wenever a system
for the periodic inspection of em ssions or enission systens is
establ i shed as authorized in subsection (b), such inspection of
em ssions or emn ssion systens shall be coordinated with the
vehi cl e safety inspections required by section 4702 (relating to
requi renent for periodic inspection of vehicles) and shall be
obtai ned during the period in which a vehicle is required to
obtain the safety inspection.

(f) Credit.--

(1) Once each cal endar year, every qualified person or

per sons who owns a vehicl e which undergoes an em ssion
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i nspection required pursuant to this section shall be
eligible to claima credit in the anount of $19 agai nst the
annual registration fee for the vehicle as provided in
Chapter 19 (relating to fees) or the processing fee in
section 1901(c)(16) and (17) (relating to exenption of
entities and vehicles fromfees). The credit shall be
avai l able only for one vehicle for each qualified person.

(2) In order to claima credit, a qualified person shal
subtract the anmount of the credit fromthe annual fee for
regi stration of the vehicle as provided in Chapter 19 or the
processing fee as provided in section 1901(c)(16) and (17)
except that the credit shall not reduce the anount of annual
regi stration fee or processing fee due to | ess than $5. The
person may only claimthe credit one time in any cal endar
year and shall claimit within 12 nonths of the date of the
i nspecti on.

(3) Any qualified person who shall claima credit under
this subsection is deenmed to have granted his or her consent
for the departnment to have access, pursuant to procedures
establ i shed by the Departnent of Revenue and the Depart nment
of Transportation, to relevant personal income tax returns.
Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of lawto the contrary,
t he Departnent of Revenue shall provide such informtion
relating to the returns of qualified persons claimng the
credit as the Secretary of Transportation shall require to
confirmeligibility for the credit.

(4) Any person who fraudulently clainms or attenpts to
claimthe credit as authorized herein commts a m sdeneanor
of the second degree and shall in addition to any fines and

i mpri sonment be ordered to nake restitution to the
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Commonweal t h.

(5) The provisions of this subsection shall expire two
years fromthe date that the Secretary of Transportation
certifies that the notor vehicle em ssion inspection program
has been i npl enent ed.

(g) Regulations.--The departnent shall promnul gate such
regul ati ons as nmay be necessary to inplenent this section but it
shall not promulgate a regulation that would require safety
i nspection stations to also perform em ssion control
i nspecti ons.

(h) Definitions.--As used in this section the foll ow ng
wor ds and phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this
subsecti on:

"Dependent. " A natural person who derives nore than one-half
of his total support during the entire taxable year from another
i ndi vi dual . Any individual who shall be a dependent shall not be
eligible to claimthe credit authorized by subsection (f).

"Qualified person or persons.”™ A natural person or persons
who is an unmarried individual or surviving spouse who is not a
dependent of another individual with income as defined in
section 301 of the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known as
the Tax Reform Code of 1971, for the prior cal endar year not
exceedi ng $14,999; or who are a husband and wife filing the
personal income tax return separately or jointly with a conbi ned
income as defined in section 301 of the Tax Reform Code of 1971,
for the prior cal endar year not exceedi ng $14, 999.]

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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