PRINTER S NO. 2284

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1831 *55”

I NTRODUCED BY MORRI'S, BRANDT, BATTI STO, CHADW CK, GAMBLE
HECKLER, CAPPABI ANCA, PITTS, WXN AK, FLICK, MARKGOSEK,
LANGIRY, LI VENGOOD AND FARGDO, OCTOBER 13, 1987

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, OCTOBER 13, 1987
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for punitive
damages.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 7104. Puni ti ve danmnges.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Punitive danages nmay be awarded over and

above conpensatory danmnges only where there is a show ng, by

cl ear and convi nci ng evi dence, that the tort-feasor's conduct

was out rageous because:

(1) the tort-feasor acted with an evil notive; or

(2) the tort-feasor knew or had reason to know of facts

creating a high deqgree of risk of physical harmto another

person and acted or failed to act in consci ous di sregard of

or indifference to the ri sk.

(b)Y G oss negligence.--A showi ng of gross negligence is




i nsufficient to support an award of punitive danages.

(c) Contracts.--Punitive damages shall not be awarded in an

acti on based on a breach of contract.

(d) Maxi mum --Punitive damages shall not exceed 200% of the

Section 2. This act shall apply to actions which have been
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5 conpensatory damages awar ded.
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7 comenced after the effective date of this act.
8

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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