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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1828 =%

I NTRODUCED BY BRANDT, MORRI' S, CHADW CK, HECKLER, BATTI STQ
BLACK, GAMBLE, ROBBI NS, CAPPABI ANCA, FARGO, SVEET, PITTS,
MARKGOSEK, FLI CK, WOZNI AK, E. Z. TAYLOR, LI VENGOOD, BUSH,
TI GUE, NOYE, CAWEY, LANGIRY, BELARDI, DeVERTER, MHALE
B. SM TH, BOASER AND SERAFI NI, OCTOBER 13, 1987

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, OCTOBER 13, 1987
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for dilatory
and frivolous notions, clains and defenses.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 2505. Dilatory or frivolous notions, clains and def enses.

(a) Certification.--On a pleading, notion or other paper

filed in an action, the signature of an attorney or party

constitutes a certification of all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The attorney or party has read the docunent that is

bei ng si gned.

(2) To the best of the attorney's or party's know edge,

i nformati on and belief forned after reasonable inquiry, the

docunent is well grounded in fact.

(3) Cdains or defenses are warranted by exi sting | aw or
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by a good faith argunent for the extension, nodification or

reversal of existing |law. This paragraph applies only to a

si gnature by an attorney.

(4) The docunent is not being filed for purposes of

del ay or of needless increase in the cost of the litigation.

(b)Y Lack of signature.--If a pleading, notion or other paper

filed in an action is not signed, it shall be stricken unless it

is signed pronptly after the onmssion is called to the attention

of the party.

(c) False certification.--If a certificati on under

subsection (a) is false, the court, upon notion or upon its own

initiative, shall inpose upon the person who signed the docunent

or a represented party, or both, an appropriate sanction. A

sanction under this subsection nmay i nclude an order to pay to

the other party the anpbunt of the reasonabl e expenses i ncurred

because of the filing, including a reasonabl e attorney fee.

Section 2. This act shall apply to docunments signed after
the effective date of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

| 1L42VDL/ 19870H1828B2281 - 2 -



