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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1729 *55”

| NTRODUCED BY LINTON, M LLER, OLIVER, BUNT AND SCHULER
SEPTEMBER 29, 1987

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, SEPTEMBER 29, 1987

O (o0} ~ » (3] ~ WN -

e e = = =
o N o o~ W N P O

AN ACT
Providing for the regulation of professional westlers and
pronoters; inmposing a tax on certain receipts; requiring the
posti ng of performance bonds; and providing penalties.
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The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Professional
Westling Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Revenue of the Comonweal t h.

"Pronmoter."” Any person, and in the case of a corporation, an
of ficer, director, enployee or sharehol der thereof, who
produces, arranges or stages any professional westling
exhi bi tion.

"Westling exhibition.” An engagenent in which the
participants display their skills in a struggle agai nst each
other in the ring, with or without the use of substances and
obj ects, wi thout necessarily striving to wn.

Section 3. Pronoter's bondi ng requirenents.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Before the schedul ed date of any
prof essional westling exhibition, the pronoter of the
exhibition shall be required to execute a surety bond with the
entity operating the arena or other facility in a reasonabl e
amount, but not |ess than $10, 000, as the parties shall agree.

(b) Conditions of bond.--The surety bond shall be
condi tioned upon the faithful performance by the pronoter of his
obligations under this act and the contract with the entity in
charge of the arena or other facility.

Section 4. Adni ssions gross receipts tax.

(a) Inposition of tax.--In addition to any Federal tax or

tax inmposed by any political subdivision of the Commonwealth to

be paid on gross receipts, every pronoter shall pay a State tax
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of 2% of the total gross receipts of any westling exhibition.

(b) Paynment of tax.--The tax paynent shall be nade to the
departnment within 72 hours after the exhibition. The paynent
shall be acconpanied by a form prescri bed by the depart nment
setting forth the gross receipts received fromthe exhibition,
together with such other information the departnment nmay require.
One percent of the noneys received by the Commonweal th for
paynment of the gross receipts tax enunerated in this section are
her eby appropriated to the departnent to be placed in a
restricted recei pts account.

(c) Definition.--As used in this section, the total gross
recei pts of every pronoter upon which the 2% tax is to be
charged or to be conputed shall include only the face val ue of
all the tickets sold.

Section 5. Physician to be in attendance.

The pronoter shall be responsible to enploy a physician from
a list approved by the Departnent of Health to be present at
every westling exhibition. The physician shall observe the
physi cal condition of the participants throughout the exhibition
and shall be authorized to termnate an exhi bition when, in his
j udgnment, severe injury would result if the exhibition were to
continue. The physician's fee shall be paid by the pronoter of
t he exhi bition.

Section 6. Anbul ance avai l abl e.

The pronoter shall be responsible to have an anbul ance or
paramedi cal unit present at the arena in case a serious injury
were to occur. Were the anbul ance or paranedical unit is
| ocated within five mles of the arena and that unit has been
notified to be on call by the pronoter, the unit need not be

present at t he arena.
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Section 7. Crowd control.

The pronoter shall be responsible for ensuring that adequate
security personnel are in attendance at the westling exhibition
to control fans in attendance. The size of the security force is
at the discretion of the pronoter and the owner or operator of
the arena, as they shall agree.

Section 8. O fenses.

(a) Arena owners or operators.--1t shall be unlawful for an
owner or operator of an arena, hall or other facility at which a
prof essional westling exhibition takes place to destroy any
ticket or ticket stub, whether sold or unsold, within three
nont hs after the date of any exhibition.

(b) Westlers.--1t shall be unlawful for any westler to
deliberately cut or otherwise nutilate hinself while
participating in a westling exhibition.

Section 9. Enforcenent.

The police chief of any municipal police departnment, the
troop conmander of any Pennsylvania State Police troop or the
Attorney Ceneral or his designee may assign an on-duty police
of ficer, detective or investigator under his jurisdiction to be
present at any professional westling exhibition within his
respective jurisdiction. The police officer, detective or
i nvestigator, upon display of a witten order of assignnent,
shall be admitted by the pronoter w thout fee or hindrance and
shall nonitor conpliance with this act.

Section 10. Penalties.

Except for a violation of section 9, a violation of any
provision of this act shall be a summary offense. A violation of
section 9 shall be a m sdeneanor of the third degree.

Section 11. Repeals.
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The act of August 31, 1955 (P.L.531, No.131), known as the
Pennsyl vania Athletic Code, is repealed insofar as it applies to
prof essi onal westling exhibitions.

Section 12. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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