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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1366 >3

I NTRODUCED BY COHEN, MAY 12, 1987

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, NAY 12, 1987

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Septenber 28, 1978 (P.L.788, No.152),
entitled "An act anmending Titles 1 (General Provisions) and
42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania
Consol idated Statutes, responding to and prescri bing
[imtations on decisional law, reaffirm ng sovereign imunity
as provided in section 11 of Article | of the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a, preserving sovereign imunity as a bar to
cl ai mrs brought agai nst Conmonweal th agencies and their
of ficials and enpl oyees; specifically waiving sovereign
immunity as provided by the Constitution in certain limted
cases; granting jurisdiction to certain courts over clains
br ought agai nst Conmonweal t h agenci es; providing for
[imtations upon and the procedures relating to said clains;
aut hori zing rules and regul ati ons; suspending certain
judicial proceedings until July 1, 1979, shortening the
statutes of limtations in certain cases; and repealing
certain laws," changing the effective date for certain
occurrences; and extending a statute of limtations.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of Septenber 28, 1978 (P.L.788, No.152),
entitled "An act anending Titles 1 (General Provisions) and 42
(Judi ci ary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, responding to and prescribing limtations

on decisional law, reaffirm ng sovereign imunity as provided in
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section 11 of Article |I of the Constitution of Pennsylvani a,
preserving sovereign inmunity as a bar to clains brought against
Commonweal th agencies and their officials and enpl oyees;
specifically waiving sovereign inmunity as provided by the
Constitution in certain limted cases; granting jurisdiction to
certain courts over clainms brought against Commonweal t h
agencies; providing for limtations upon and the procedures
relating to said clainms; authorizing rules and regul ati ons;
suspendi ng certain judicial proceedings until July 1, 1979,
shortening the statutes of limtations in certain cases; and
repealing certain laws,"” is anended by adding a section to read:

Section 5.1. Applicability.

The provisions of this act shall apply to any occurrence,

acci dent or incident which took place after January 1, 1968,

(1) the aggrieved party suffered serious, pernanent and

disabling injuries as a result of the negli gence of the

Commpnweal t h;

(2) a negligence suit was originally tinely fil ed;

(3) the suit was barred froma proper renedy due to the

so-call ed "sovereign i munity" doctrine; and

(4) the suit was again filed within two years of the

decision in Mayl e v. Pennsyl vani a Departnent of H ghways, 479

Pa. 384 (1978).

Section 2. Section 5(d) of the act is repealed insofar as it
is inconsistent with this act.

Section 3. Section 6 of the act is anended to read:
Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmmediately and shall apply

retroactively to January 1, 1968, as provided for in section
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5. 1.

Section 4. The tine limtations as set forth in 42 Pa.C. S. §

1

2

3 b5522(a) (relating to six nonths limtations) shall be extended
4 by an additional six nmonths only for the purposes of this act.
5

Section 5. This act shall take effect immediately.
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