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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 10755

Report of the Committee of Conference

To the Menbers of the House of Representatives and Senate:

We, the undersigned, Commttee of Conference on the part of
t he House of Representatives and Senate for the purpose of
consi dering House Bill No. 1075, entitl ed:

"An act providing procedures when cenetery conpani es nmake errors
in burials; and providing for sanctions,"”

respectfully submt the following bill as our report:

CHARLES P. LAUGHLI N
WLLIAM R LLOYD, JR
MARI O J. CVERA JR

(Committee on the part of the House of Representatives.)

JOHN E. PETERSON
F. JOSEPH LOEPER
HARDY W LLI AMS

(Committee on the part of the Senate.)
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AN ACT

Provi di ng procedures when cenetery conpani es make errors in
burial s; and providing for sanctions.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Cenetery." A place for the disposal or burial of deceased
human bei ngs, by cremation or in a grave, nausoleum vault,
col unmbarium or other receptacle. The term does not include a
private famly cenetery.

"Cenetery conpany.” Any business entity that sells to the
public the ownership of, or the right to use, any cenetery | ot
owned by the business entity. The term al so i ncludes the person
or persons responsible for any cenmetery conpany or cenetery
owned or controlled by a church or religious congregation or
fraternal organization or by any association created by a church
or religious organization or a fraternal organization.

"Lot." Includes a lot, plot or part of a cenetery.

Section 2. Duty to disinter and reinter.

In any instance in which a cenetery conpany is infornmed or
beconmes aware that the cenetery conpany has buried or permtted
the burial of a body in the wong lot, it shall be the duty of
the cenetery conpany to disinter the casket wongfully buried,
identify the casket and reinter it in the proper lot. The
cenetery conpany shall give adequate advance notice of the tine
or times of the disinternment and reinternment to the nearest

known next of kin of the deceased person and the owner or owners
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of the Iot involved if such owner or owners have so request ed.
Section 3. Attendance at disinternent.

At the time or tines specified for the disinternment and
reinternent, the cenetery conpany shall permt the nearest known
next of kin and the owner or owners of the lot involved, if the
owner or owners have so requested, to witness the disinternent
or reinternent.

Section 4. Expenses.

At the time of disinterment of a casket as described in
section 2, the cenetery conpany shall bear all costs of the
di sinternment and reinternent.

Section 5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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