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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 921 =55~

I NTRODUCED BY HAGARTY, | TKIN, REBER, E. Z. TAYLOR, NOYE,
REI NARD, DURHAM NAHI LL, RAYMOND, FARMER, PUNT, S| Rl ANNI
ROBBI' NS, JOHNSON, MOWERY, WOGAN, SEMMEL, M VERRY, HERSHEY
CORNELL, FREIND, GODSHALL, BATTISTO, BUNT, SALOOM Cl VERA
HECKLER, BOOK AND VEON, MARCH 18, 1987

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 18, 1987
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consol idated Statutes, adding a definition; and further

provi di ng for adoption procedure.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2102 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a definition to read:
§ 2102. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this part shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

* * %

"Newborn child." A child who is under two nonths of age at

the tine the parent of the child has executed a consent to an

adopti on under section 2711 (relating to consents necessary to

adoption).

* * %



Section 2. Section 2504(a) of Title 23 is anmended to read:
§ 2504. Alternative procedure for relinquishment.

(a) Petition to confirmconsent to adoption.--If the parent
or parents of the child have executed consents to an adoption as
required by section 2711 (relating to consents necessary to
adoption) but have failed for a period of [40] 60 days after
executing the consent to file or proceed with the petition for
vol untary relinqui shment of parental rights provided for in this
subchapter, the internediary may petition the court to hold a
heari ng for the purpose of confirmng the intention of the
parent or parents to voluntarily relinquish their rights and
duties as evidenced by the consent or consents to the adoption,
the original of which shall be attached to the petition. In the
case where there is no internediary, the adoptive parent or
parents may file the petition.

* x *

Section 3. Section 2511(a) of Title 23 is amended by addi ng
a paragraph to read:

§ 2511. G ounds for involuntary termnation.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The rights of a parent in regard to a
child may be termnated after a petition filed on any of the
fol |l ow ng grounds:

* * %

(6) The parent of a newborn child has not revoked

consent to the child' s adoption within 60 days after

executi ng the consent.

* * %

Section 4. Sections 2531(b) and 2711(c) and (d) of Title 23
are anended to read:

§ 2531. Report of intention to adopt.

19870H0921B1003 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N RN R R R R R R R R R R
N P O ©O 00 N OO0 0o b W N +— O

23
24
25
26
27
28
29

* * %

(b) Contents.--The report shall set forth:

(1) The circunstances surroundi ng the persons receivVving
or retaining custody or physical care of the child.

(2) The nane, sex, racial background, age, date and
pl ace of birth and religious affiliation of the child.

(3) The nane and address of the internediary.

(4) An item zed accounting of noneys and consi deration
paid or to be paid to the internediary.

(5) The nane, address and signature of the person or

persons making the report. [l nmediately] Except for a newborn

child, imedi ately above the signature of the person or

persons intending to adopt the child shall appear the
foll ow ng statenent:
| acknowl edge that | have been advised or know and

understand that the natural parent nmay revoke the consent
to the adoption of this child until a court has entered a
decree term nating the parental rights and, unless a
decree term nating parental rights has been entered, the
natural parent may revoke the consent until a court
enters the final adoption decree.

For a newborn child, i medi ately above the signature of the

person or persons intending to adopt the child shall appear

the foll owi ng statenent:

| acknow edge that | have been advi sed or know and

understand that the natural parent nmay revoke the consent

to the adoption of this newborn child within 60 days of

executi ng the consent unless a court has previously

entered a decree ternm nating the parental rights.

30 When a person receives or retains custody or physical care of a
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30

child froman agency the report shall set forth only the name
and address of the agency and the circunstances surroundi ng such
person receiving or retaining custody or physical care of the
chi I d.

* * %

§ 2711. Consents necessary to adoption.

* x *

(c) Vvalidity of consent.--No consent shall be valid if it
was executed prior to or within 72 hours after the birth of the
child. Any consent given outside this Conmonweal th shall be
valid for purposes of this section if it was given in accordance
with the laws of the jurisdiction where it was executed. [A]

Except in the case of an adopti on of a newborn child, a consent

to an adoption may only be revoked prior to the earlier of
either the entry of a decree of term nation of parental rights

or the entry of a decree of adoption. In the case of an adoption

of a newborn child, a consent to an adopti on may only be revoked

within 60 days after the execution of the consent. The

revocation of a consent shall be in witing and shall be served
upon the agency or adult to whomthe child was relinquished.
(d) Contents of consent.--

(1) The consent of a parent of an adoptee under 18 years
of age shall set forth the nane, age and marital status of
the parent, the relationship of the consenter to the child,
the nane of the other parent or parents of the child and the
fol | ow ng:

| hereby voluntarily and unconditionally consent to
t he adoption of the above naned child.
| understand that by signing this consent | indicate

my intent to permanently give up all rights to this
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1 chi I d.

2 | understand such child will be placed for adoption.
3 | understand | nmay not revoke this consent after a
4 court has entered a decree confirmng this consent or

5 otherwi se term nating nmy parental rights to this child.
6 Even if a decree has not been entered term nating ny

7 parental rights | may not revoke this consent after a

8 decree of adoption of this child is entered.

9 | have read and understand the above and | am signing
10 it as a free and voluntary act.

11 (1.1) The consent of a parent of an adoptee who is a

12 newborn child shall set forth the nane, age and narital

13 status of the parent, the relationship of the consenter to
14 the child, the nane of the other parent or parents of the

15 child and the follow ng:

16 | hereby voluntarily and unconditionally consent to
17 t he adoption of the above naned child.

18 | understand that by signing this consent | indicate
19 ny intent to permanently give up all rights to this
20 child.
21 | understand such child will be placed for adoption.
22 | understand | may not revoke this consent after 60
23 days fromthe date | sign it. | understand | rmay not
24 revoke this consent after a court has entered a decree
25 termnating ny parental rights to this child. Even if a
26 decree has not been entered term nating ny parental
27 rights, I may not revoke this consent after a decree of
28 adoption of this child is entered.
29 (2) The consent shall include the date and place of its
30 execution and nanes and addresses and signatures of at |east
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1 two persons who witnessed its execution and their
2 relationship to the consenter.

3 Section 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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