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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 429 =55

I NTRODUCED BY D. R WRI GHT, COHEN, COLAFELLA, COY, DeLUCA
MORRI S, OLASZ, PI STELLA, PRESSMANN, RYBAK, STABACK, SWEET,
F. TAYLOR, TIGUE, TRELLO, VEON, YANDRI SEVITS, HECKLER, REBER
WOGAN, ARTY, BUNT, CARLSON, Cl VERA, DI STLER, FARVER, FOX
GEl ST, HERVAN, JADLOW EC, JOHNSON, LANGIRY, RAYMOND, SAURMAN,
SCHEETZ, SCHULER, B. SM TH, D. W SNYDER, TELEK AND
J. L. WRI GHT, FEBRUARY 25, 1987

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, FEBRUARY 25, 1987
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AN ACT
Amending Title 66 (Public Uilities) of the Pennsylvania
Consol idated Statutes, providing for the regul ati on of
t el ephone conpani es that provide recorded nessage calls.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 66 of the Pennsyl vania Consoli dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 2905. Recor ded nessage call s.

(a) Notice.--Any tel ephone recorded nessage service that

provides a recorded commercial, informational, public service or

other 976 nessage for a specific charge billed to the caller by

a | ocal phone conpany, prior to the presentation of the recorded

nmessaqge, shall warn the caller that the cost of the call will be
charged and that the charge will be itenm zed on the caller's
tel ephone bill. In the event the nessage requested contains

explicit sexual nmaterial, the warni ng precedi ng the nessage
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shall also informthe caller the nessage contains explicit

sexual materi al

(b) Intrastate services.--Before any call can be conpl eted

to any tel ephone nessage service containing explicit sexual

material, the caller shall have first obtai ned an access code

nunber or other personal identification nunber fromthe

t el ephone nmessage service through witten application to the

t el ephone nmessage service. This access code nunmber or personal

identificati on nunber nust be presented to the tel ephone nessage

service after the warni ng nessage and in order to conplete the

(c) Dissemnation to nminors.--Access codes or personal

identification nunbers obtained to conplete calls containing

explicit sexual material as defined in 18 Pa.C. S. 8§ 5903

(relating to obscene and other sexual materials) shall not be

i ssued to a mnor. Tel ephone nessage servi ces shall exercise al

reasonabl e nethods to ascertain that the applicant is not a

(d) Tel ephone conmpany duties.--Every | ocal tel ephone conpany

and conpetitive interexchange tel ephone service shall 1list al

976 calls on the custoner tel ephone bill and shall desi gnate the

type or title of nessage obtained. In addition, the tel ephone

conpany shall provide, upon request, at no cost to the consuner,

the nane and address of any tel ephone service provider. Al

t el ephone conpani es shall include in their 976-type tariffs or

in any contract with a recorded 976 nessage service sponsor a

clause requiring conpliance with this section as a condition for

conti nuation of the service.

(e) Costs of service.--

(1) Al costs relating to this section shall be borne
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1 solely by the 976 recorded nessage service.

2 (2) Al telephone recorded nessage services using any

3 976 nessages shall provide, in witing, to all tel ephone

4 conpani es_and conpetitive interexchange tel ephone conpanies

5 providing service in this Conmonwealth, their conplete

6 t el ephone nunber or nunbers, including area codes and type or
7 title of service provided. This information shall be provided
8 at the tine of newy established service, change in service

9 and annual |l y.

10 (f) Enforcenent. --

11 (1) The conmi ssion shall pronulgate rules or regul ations
12 to ensure the conpliance of tel ephone conpani es providing

13 recorded 976 nessages with this section.

14 (2) The failure of a tel ephone conpany to conply with

15 this section shall be a violation of this section and the

16 t el ephone conpany shall be subject to enforcenent proceedi ngs
17 pursuant to section 502 (relating to enforcenent proceedings
18 by conmi ssion).

19 (3) Failure of a recorded 976 nessage service to conply
20 with this section shall be a violation of the act of Decenber
21 17, 1968 (P.L.1224, No.387), known as the Unfair Trade
22 Practices and Consuner Protection Law, and 18 Pa.C S. Ch. 39
23 (relating to theft and rel ated of fenses).
24 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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