PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 96 PRINTER S NO. 841

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 87 >Toar”

| NTRODUCED BY | RVIS, RYAN, PITTS, KOSINSKI, HONAMAN AND BUNT,

FEBRUARY

2, 1987

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,

MARCH 11

1987

AN ACT

Providing for the celebration of the 200th Anniversary of the
first reading of the newy adopted United States

Consti t ut

ion; and providing for a Joint Session of the

CGeneral Assenbly to be held at I ndependence Hall in
Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enact
Section 1.
Thi s act
of the First
1787 Gener al

Section 2.

s as follows:

Short title.

shall be known and nay be cited as the Conmenoration
Readi ng of the United States Constitution to the
Assenbly of Pennsylvani a Act.

Legi sl ative findings and purpose.

(a) Findings.--The General Assenbly finds as foll ows:

(1)

On Septenber 18, 1787, the eight Pennsylvani a

del egates to the Constitutional Convention of 1787 presented

to the Pennsyl vania General Assenbly the newl y adopted

Consti t ut
(2)

ion of the United States for a first reading.

The 55 nenber 1787 Constitutional Convention, after



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

nmeeting for four nonths in the Assenbly Room of the old State
House i n Phil adel phia, which is now represented as

I ndependence Hall, presented the result of their effort,
adopted the day before, to the Pennsylvani a Legislature
assenbl ed on the second floor of the State House. The new
United States Constitution, replacing the Articles of

Conf ederation, was read to the assenbl age along with the
Convention report, Resolution, and a letter to the
.............. several |egislatures” signed by George

Washi ngton, President of the Constitutional Convention.

(3) Benjamin Franklin, President of the Suprene
Executive Council, conposed a speech, asking for support of
t he new Constitution, which was al so submtted to the
Pennsyl vani a General Assenbly of 1787. It stated in part
P | doubt....... whet her any ot her convention we can
obtain may be able to make a better Constitution.”

(b) Purpose.

(1) The commenoration of the reading of the United
States Constitution to the Pennsylvania General Assenbly of
1787 is of particular inmportance to Pennsyl vani ans because of
Pennsyl vani a' s fundanental role as a "keystone" in the
foundation of the United States Constitution.

(2) Pennsylvanians were first governed by this unique
system through the 1776 Constitution of Pennsylvani a;
however, this philosophy of government was originally witten
in WIlliamPenn's "The Frame of Governnent of the Provence of
Pennsyl vani a" in 1682.

(3) Through the commenoration of the first readi ng of
the United States Constitution to the Pennsylvani a General

Assenbly, it is hoped, by Pennsylvania s General Assenbly of
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1987, that all Pennsylvanians will beconme nore aware of the
provi sions of the United States Constitution which protect
our freedomand will becone proud of Pennsyl vania's uni que
place in its creation.

(4) WH LE THE RIGHTS OF ALL AVERI CA' S PECPLE WERE NOT

FULLY RECOGNI ZED AT THE TI ME OF THE I NI TI AL RATI FI CATI ON OF

THE UNI TED STATES CONSTI TUTION, I'T IS NON CLEAR THAT THE

ORI G NAL CONSTI TUTI ON WAS A LIVING PLI ABLE DOCUMENT. | T WAS

AMENDABLE TO CONSTRUCTI VE, POSI TI VE CHANGE VWH CH HAS

RESULTED, THROUGH AMENDMENTS TO THE DOCUMENT, | N FULL

RECOGNI TI ON OF PREVI QUSLY UNRECOGNI ZED GROUPS. IN THI' S

CONNECTI ON, THE COMVEMORATI ON OF PENNSYLVANI A" S RATI FI CATI ON

OF THE UNI TED STATES CONSTI TUTI ON SHOULD ACKNOALEDGE THE

H STORI CAL UNDERPI NNI NGS OF THE CONSTI TUTI QN, AND | TS PAST

I NEQUI TI ES, AS WELL AS RECOGNI ZE THE CONSTI TUTI ON AS A

VEH CLE FOR REAL CHANGE | N RECOGNI TI ON OF LEGAL RI GHTS NOW

ENJOYED BY PREVI QUSLY DI SENFRANCHI SED GROUPS
Section 3. Conmenoration of the reading of the United States

Constitution.

(a) Joint session of General Assenbly.--At 1:00 p.m on
Friday, Septenber 18, 1987, a Joint Session of the Ceneral
Assenbly shall be held at | ndependence Hall, Phil adel phia,
Pennsyl vania, in commenoration of the Constitution's first
r eadi ng.

(b) Agenda.--The session shall include an address on the
United States Constitution and resolutions offered by the
General Assenbly on such topics as the Convention Report, George
Washi ngton's letter and Benjamin Franklin's speech to the
Pennsyl vani a General Assenbly of 1787.

Section 4. Expenses.
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Al'l reasonabl e expenses incurred by the General Assenbly
pursuant to this act shall be reinbursed according to | aw.

Section 5. Ef fecti ve date.

AW N P

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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