PRINTER S NO. 85

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 80 >Toar”

| NTRODUCED BY MAYERNI K, MARKOSEK, COWELL, MCALL, SEVENTY,
TRELLO, DAW DA AND BORTNER, FEBRUARY 2, 1987

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 2, 1987
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of August 21, 1953 (P.L.1273, No.361), entitled

"An act to regulate the business of private detectives,

i nvestigators and watch, guard, or patrol agencies, and the

licensing thereof in each county; providing penalties,"”

exenpting certain tel ephone, tel egraph or other

t el ecommuni cati ons conpani es and their enpl oyees.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 2(b), 3(b) and 15 of the act of August
21, 1953 (P.L.1273, No.361), known as The Private Detective Act
of 1953, are amended to read:

Section 2. Definitions.--* * *

(b) "Private detective business" shall also nean and
i nclude, separately or collectively, the making, for hire,
reward, or for any consideration whatsoever, of any
i nvestigation or investigations for the purpose of obtaining
information with reference to any of the followi ng matters,

notwi t hstanding the fact that other functions and services nmay

al so be perforned for fee, hire, or reward:
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(1) Crime or wongs done or threatened agai nst the
government of the United States of Anerica or any state or
territory of the United States of Anerica.

(2) The identity, habits, conduct, novenents, whereabouts,
affiliations, associations, transactions, reputation, or
character, of any person, group of persons, association,
or gani zati on, society, other groups of persons, partnership, or
cor porati on.

(3) The credibility of witnesses or other persons.

(4) The whereabouts of m ssing persons.

(5) The location or recovery of |ost or stolen property.

(6) The causes and origin of, or responsibility for, fires,
or libels, or |osses, or accidents, or damage, or injuries, to
real or personal property.

(7) The affiliation, connection, or relation, of any person,
partnership, or corporation, with any union, organization,
society, or association, or with any official nmenber or
representative thereof.

(8 Wth reference to any person or persons seeking
enpl oynment in the place of any person or persons who have quit
wor k by reason of any strike.

(9) Wth reference to the conduct, honesty, efficiency,
| oyalty, or activities, of enployes, agents, contractors and
subcontractors.

(10) The securing of evidence to be used before any
aut hori zed i nvestigating conmttee, board of award, board of
arbitration, or in the trial of civil or crimnal cases.

(11) The furnishing, for hire or reward, of watchmen, or
guards, or private patrol nen, or other persons, to protect

persons or property, or to prevent the theft or the unlawful
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t aki ng of goods, wares and nerchandi se, or to prevent the

m sappropriati on or conceal nent of goods, wares or nerchandi se,
noney, bonds, stocks, choses in action, notes, or other val uable
docunents, papers, and articles of value, or to procure the
return thereof, or the perform ng of the service of such guard
or other person, or any of said purposes.

The foregoing shall not be deened to include persons engaged
in the business of investigators for or adjusters for insurance
conpani es, nor persons in the exclusive enploynment of common
carriers subject to regulation by the interstate commerce
commi ssion or the Public Utility Conmm ssion of the Commonweal th

of Pennsylvani a, nor any tel ephone, telegraph or other

t el econmuni cati ons conpany subject to regul ati on by the Federal

Communi cati ons Conmi ssion or the Public Utility Conm ssi on of

the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania or an enpl oye of any such

conpany while perform ng any investigatory activities engaged in

by his enployer, or investigators in the enploynent of credit

bur eaus.

* %k

Section 3. Licenses.--* * *

(b) No person, partnership, association, or corporation,
shall engage in the business of furnishing or supplying for fee,
hire, or any consideration or reward, information as to the
personal character or activities of any person, partnership,
corporation, society, or association, or any person or group of
persons, or as to the character or kind of the business and
occupation of any person, partnership, association, or
corporation, or own or conduct or maintain a bureau or agency
for the above nmentioned purposes, except exclusively as to the

financial rating, standing, and credit responsibility of
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persons, partnerships, associations, or corporations, or as to

t he personal habits and financial responsibility of applicants

for insurance, indemity bonds, or comrercial credit, or of

cl ai mants under insurance policies: Provided, That the business

so exenpted does not enbrace other activities described in

subsections (a), (b) and (c) of section tw of this act, wthout

having first obtained, as hereafter provided, a license so to

do, for each such bureau or agency, and for each and every sub-

agency, office and branch office to be owned, conducted,

managed, or maintai ned by such persons, partnership,

associ ation, or corporation, for the conduct of such business.
(c) Nothing contained in this section shall be deened to

i ncl ude the business of investigators for or adjusters for

i nsurance conpani es, nor persons in the exclusive enploynent of

common carriers subject to regulation by the interstate comrerce

commi ssion or the Public Utility Conmm ssion of the Commonweal th

of Pennsylvani a, nor _any tel ephone, telegraph or other

t el econmuni cati ons conpany subject to regul ati on by the Federal

Communi cati ons Conmi ssion or the Public Utility Conm ssi on of

t he Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania or an enpl oye of any such

conpany while perform ng any i nvestigatory activities engaged in

by his enployer,or investigators in the enploynent of credit

bur eaus.

Section 15. Application of Act.--Nothing in this act shal
apply to any detective officer or man belonging to the
Pennsyl vania State Police, or to the police force of any county,
city, borough, township, or incorporated town, or any enpl oye of
such State Police, or such police force, appointed or elected by
due authority of law, while engaged in the performance of their

official duties, nor to any person, partnership, association, or
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corporation, or any bureau or agency, whose business is

excl usively the furnishing of information as to the busi ness and
financial standing and credit responsibility of persons,
partnershi ps, associations, or corporations, or as to the
personal habits and financial responsibility of applicants for

i nsurance, indemity bonds, or commercial credit, or of

cl ai mant s under insurance policies, and whose busi ness does not
enbrace other activities described in section 2 of this act, nor
to any corporation duly authorized by the Cormmonwealth to
operate a fire alarm protection business, nor to any person
whi l e engaged in the business of adjuster for an insurance
conmpany, nor to any person regularly enployed as special agent,
detective or investigator exclusively by one enployer in
connection with the affairs of that enployer only, nor to any
charitabl e or philanthropic society or association duly

i ncorporated under the |laws of the Commonweal th and which is
organi zed and nai ntai ned for the public good and not for private
profit, nor shall anything in this act contained be construed to
affect in any way attorneys or counselors at law in the regul ar
practice of their profession, but such exenption shall not enure
to the benefit of any enploye or representative of such attorney
or counselor at |aw who is not enployed solely, exclusively and
regularly by such attorney or counselor at |law, nor to persons
in the exclusive enploynment of conmon carriers subject to

regul ation by the interstate conmerce conm ssion or the Public
Utility Comm ssion of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vania, nor to
investigators in the enploynent of credit bureaus. No person,
partnershi p, association, corporation, or any bureau or agency,
exenpt ed hereunder fromthe application of this act, shal

perform any manner of detective service as described in section
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2 hereof for any other person, partnership, association,
corporation, bureau or agency, whether for fee, hire, reward,
ot her conpensation, remuneration, or consideration, or as an

accommodation without fee, reward, or renuneration, or by a

request of parties thereto. The comm ssion of a single act
prohi bited by this act shall constitute a violation thereof.

Nothing in this act shall apply to any tel ephone, tel egraph

1
2
3
4
5 reciprocal arrangenent whereby such services are exchanged on
6
7
8
9

or other tel ecommuni cati ons conpany subject to requl ati on by the

10 Federal Conmuni cati ons Conmi ssion or the Public Utility

11 Conmmi ssi on of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania or to an enpl oye

12 of any such conpany while perform ng any investigatory

13 activities engaged in by his enpl oyer.

14 Not hing in this act shall be construed to affect or prohibit
15 the right of any person to form or becone affiliated with, or
16 to continue as a nenber of, any union, association, society, or
17 organi zation of his own choosing.

18 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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