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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1298 =%

| NTRODUCED BY VENGER, STAPLETON, HESS, O PAKE, WLT, SHAFFER AND
MADI GAN, JANUARY 24, 1986

SENATOR HELFRI CK, AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS, AS AMENDED
JUNE 3, 1986
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AN ACT
Providing for grants to agricultural societies and associ ations
to devel op and inprove agricultural fairs; establishing an
advi sory commttee in the Departnent of Agriculture; and
maki ng repeal s.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Pennsyl vani a
Agricultural Fair Act.
Section 2. Declaration of purpose.
The General Assenbly declares that agricultural fairs are a
part of Pennsylvania's rich heritage and the public policy of
t his Commonweal th should be to continue their contribution to
agriculture and agri busi ness by encouragi ng rel ated careers,
fostering production and product inprovenents and pronoting
i ncreased investnents. Agricultural fairs also enrich the life

of the community by showcasing agricultural and agribusiness

achi evenents, offering recreational opportunities and pronoting
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tourism The purpose of this act is to make funds available to
encourage the further devel opment and i nprovenent of
Pennsylvania's agricultural fairs.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"ACTIVITY DAY." THE CONDUCTI NG OF A M NI MUM OF SI X HOURS OF
EVENTS, ACTI VI TIES OR PROGRAMS W THI N A CALENDAR DAY

“"Agricultural fair.” An annual agricultural exhibition
contributing to the devel opnent of several or many phases of
agriculture or agribusiness by the conduct of educati onal
progranms, activities, denonstrations, contests and exhibits.

"Class A fair.” An annual agricultural event which operates
on 40 acres or nore of |and and pays $34,000 $10,000 or nore in
prem uns to winners of agricultural or agribusiness contests or
exhi bits.

"Class B fair.” An annual agricultural event which operates
on 30 acres or nore of land and pays $12,000+t0-$13,-999 $7, 500
TO $9,999 in premiuns to winners of agricultural or agribusiness
contests or exhibits.

"Class C fair.” An annual agricultural event which operates
on 20 acres or nore of |and and pays $9,500t6-$11,-999 $5,000 TO
$7,499 in premiuns to winners of agricultural or agribusiness
contests or exhibits.

"Class D fair.” An annual agricultural event which operates
on 10 acres or nore of |and and pays $7-000-t0-$9,499 $2,500 TO
$4,999 in premiuns to winners of agricultural or agribusiness
contests or exhibits.

"Class E fair.” An annual agricultural event which operates
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on fewer than 10 acres of |and and pays $2,500-t0-$6-999 LESS <—
THAN $2,500 in premiuns to wi nners of agricultural or
agri busi ness contests or exhibits.

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Agriculture of the
Commonweal t h.

"Open Cass.” An event for which agricultural or
agri busi ness premuns are paid and which is open to participants
who need not be associated with any particul ar organi zation.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of the Departnent of Agriculture
of the Commonweal t h.

Section 4. Advisory conmttee.

(a) Conmttee established.--There is established within the
departnment an advi sory conmttee conposed of seven nenbers as
follows: the Secretary of Agriculture, who shall be chairmn;
the Chairman of the Agriculture and Rural Affairs Conmittee of
t he House of Representatives OR H' S DESI GNEE; the Chairman of <—
the Agriculture and Rural Affairs Conmttee of the Senate OR HHS <—
DESI GNEE; and four additional nmenbers to be appointed by the
secretary, including three representatives of agricultural fairs
and one nenber who shall represent the public at |arge. The
appoi nted nenbers shall serve for ternms of two years.

Appoi ntments to the commttee shall be nade within 60 days of
this act.

(b) Quorum --No business shall be transacted by the advisory
commttee in the absence of a quorum which shall consist of
fve FOUR nenbers. <—

(c) Expenses.--The nenbers of the advisory commttee shal
not be entitled to conpensation for their services as nenbers,
but may be entitled to receive the anount of reasonable

traveling, |odging and other necessary expenses incurred in the
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performance of their duties in accordance with Commonweal t h
regul ati ons.
(d) Duties.--The advisory conmttee shall assist and advise
the secretary, review any proposed departnental regul ations and
t he annual plan for the adm nistration of this act, and
periodically review the operation of the program and nake
recommendati ons on the di sbursenent of funds.
Section 5. Autherizationfer—and-appreval—tornake grants— <—
CGRANTS. <—
The departnent is authorized to nake grants in anmounts
approved by the secretary in the follow ng manner:
(1) On or before February 1, annually, to eligible
county agricultural societies, independent agricultural
soci eties and ot her organi zati ons which conduct an annual
agricultural fair to assist the organizations as foll ows:
(1) Financing their operating costs, including, but
not limted to, the cost of exhibiting agribusiness
products, materials and equi pnent, conducting
agricultural or agribusiness educational activities and
denonstrati ons, and awardi ng prem uns to contest and
exhibit winners at the fairs.
(A) A BASI C PAYMENT FOR OPERATI NG EXPENSES, <—
THE SUM OF WHI CH MAY NOT EXCEED $14, 000 FOR CLASS
A FAIRS, $12,000 FOR CLASS B FAIRS, $9,500 FOR
CLASS C FAIRS, $7,000 FOR CLASS D FAI RS AND
$2,500 FOR CLASS E FAI RS.
(B) FIFTY PERCENT OF MONEY PAI D FOR ALL
OTHER AGRI CULTURAL PREM UMS NOT | NCLUDED | N
PARAGRAPH (1), WTH A MAXI MUM PAYMENT FOR
PREM UMS NOT TO EXCEED $15, 000.
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(i1i) Financing their costs to inprove buil di ngs and
grounds, add |l and or construct new facilities.
(1i1) Reinmbursing each county agricultural society
and each i ndependent agricultural society conducting
har ness horse racing during its annual fair, other than
races for two and three year old colts and fillies
provi ded for in subparagraph (iv), in an anount of nobney
equal to that used during its annual fair as purse noney
for harness horse racing, track and stabl e naintenance,
starting gate rental and the cost of all harness horse
racing officials required during the annual fair.
Rei mbur senent shal |l not exceed $16:0606 $13, 000, and a <—
m ni mum of $3,-333 $4, 000 shall be used for purse noney. <—
(iv) Reinbursing each county agricultural society
and i ndependent agricultural society conducting races for
two and three year old colts and fillies at its annual
fair, concerning which a maxi num of $5:600 $7, 600 was <—
pai d annual ly. Entrance fees collected for each race
shall not be included for purposes of detern ning
eligibility for a grant under this section.
(2) To Statew de agricultural organizations which
contribute to the devel opnent of many phases of agriculture
or agri business.
(3) To countyw de or Statew de 4-H and FFA or conbi ned
FFA and FHA units of boys and girls under 21 years of age to
be used for the general operations of the units in
agriculture or agribusiness prograns. An organi zati on whose
menbers consist entirely of mnors nmust apply through and be
represented by an adult advisory group, and both groups nust

be recogni zed by their respective county governnents or by
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t he Commonweal t h. Each countyw de or Statew de 4-H and FFA or
conbi ned FFA and FHA unit shall be required to report on its
activities and justify these activities as events which
contribute to the advancenent of agriculture or agribusiness.
Reports shall include a record of expenses incurred in the
conduct of these qualifying activities. The grant awarded to
each youth group cannot exceed the anobunt of expenses

reported for the conduct of the activities.

Section 6. Eligibility.
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(A) REQUI REMENTS. --TO BE ELI @ BLE TO RECEI VE A GRANT FROM
THE DEPARTMENT, AN ORGANI ZATI ON MUST MEET ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG
REQUI REMENTS:

(1) FILE APPLI CATI ONS FOR APPROVAL DURI NG THE CALENDAR

YEAR IN WH CH THE ACTIVITY | S HELD.

(2) CONDUCT AN ANNUAL AGRI CULTURAL FAI R WHI CH MEETS THE

FOLLOWN NG REQUI REMENTS:

(1) EXH BITS AGRI CULTURAL OR AGRI BUSI NESS PRODUCTS,
MATERI ALS AND EQUI PIMENT.

(1'l) CONDUCTS AGRI CULTURAL OR AGRI BUSI NESS
EDUCATI ONAL ACTI VI TI ES AND DEMONSTRATI ONS.

(rrr) AWARDS PREM UMS TO AGRI CULTURAL OR
ACRI BUSI NESS CONTEST AND EXH BI T WNNERS WTH A TOP AWARD
FOR FI RST PLACE AND PROPORTI ONATE AWARDS TO RUNNERS- UP
ADJUDGED BY POSI TI ON FOLLON NG THE W NNER, BUT NOT TO
EXCEED TEN | N NUMBER.

(1'V) PROVI DES PROPER FI RST Al D THROUGH MEDI CAL
PERSONNEL AND ADEQUATE SANI TARY FACI LI TIES WHI CH MEET
COVMONVEALTH AND LOCAL REQUI REMENTS.

(V) PROVI DES SUPERVI SI ON OF ALL ACTI VI TIES BY AN
OFFI Cl ALLY APPO NTED COW TTEE OR A BOARD OF DI RECTORS OF
NOT FEWER THAN FI VE PERSONS.
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(M) FILES ALL REPORTS, FORVMS AND APPLI CATI ONS FOR
MONEYS RECEI VED FROM GRANTS MADE AVAI LABLE ACCORDI NG TO
TH S ACT, AND MAI NTAI NS RECORDS REQUI RED BY THE RULES AND
REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED BY THE DEPARTIMENT.
(M'1) PROVIDES THAT AT LEAST 25% OF THE EVENTS FOR
VWH CH AGRI CULTURAL OR AGRI BUSI NESS PREM UMS ARE PAI D MUST
BE OPEN CLASS EVENTS.
(M11) HOLDS A PROGRAM OR PROGRAMS CONTRI BUTI NG TO
THE DEVELOPMENT OF SEVERAL OR MANY PHASES OF AGRI CULTURE
OR AGRI BUSI NESS FOR NOT' FEWER THAN FI VE ACTI VI TY DAYS FOR
CLASS A, B AND C FAIRS, AND NOT FEWER THAN THREE ACTI VI TY
DAYS FOR CLASS D AND E FAI RS
(b) Conmencenent of benefits.--An organi zation conducting an
annual agricultural fair hereafter incorporated or recognized by
a county governnment or the Commonweal th shall not be entitled to
the benefits of this act until the organizati on has conducted
t hree consecutive annual exhibitions of the character designated
in this section. The organi zation shall, upon its inception,
file with the secretary a declaration of its intention to apply
for a grant for its fourth year. The organi zation nust also file
its report during the first three years in the sane manner as an
el i gi ble organi zation. This subsection shall not apply to an
el i gi bl e organi zati on heretofore or hereafter incorporated which
shall resune the hol ding of annual exhibitions of the character
designated in this section, which exhibitions have been
tenporarily discontinued for a period of not nore than two
years.
Section 7. Appropriation.
The departnent shall nake grants from noneys appropri ated

annual ly by the General Assenbly as—foelows—
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PURPOSES STATED HEREI N

Section 8. Regul ations and annual pl an.

(a) Power to promulgate.--The secretary shall have the power
and the authority to promul gate, adopt and use any rul es and
regul ati ons necessary for the adm nistration of this act and
shall, with the advice and assistance of the advisory commttee,
adopt an annual plan for the awardi ng of grants under this act.
The annual plan shall be submitted for publication in the
Pennsyl vania Bulletin as a notice pursuant to 45 Pa.C. S. §
725(6) (relating to additional contents of Pennsylvani a
Bul I etin).

(b) Continuation of certain rules and regul ations.--All
rul es and regul ati ons pronul gated under the provisions of
section 225 of the act of Decenber 17, 1981 (P.L.435, No.135),
known as the Race Horse Industry Reform Act, shall remain in
ef fect except to the extent that they are inconsistent with this
act. The secretary may anmend, revise or alter rules and
regul ati ons promul gated under section 225 of that act to meke
the rules and regul ations consistent with this act.

Section 9. Repeals.

(a) Section 225 of the act of Decenber 17, 1981 (P.L.435,

No. 135), known as the Race Horse Industry Reform Act, is

r epeal ed.
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(b) Section 1 of the act of August 22, 1961 (P.L.1049,
No. 479), entitled "An act authorizing the State Treasurer under
certain conditions to transfer sunms of nobney between the General
Fund and certain funds and subsequent transfers of equal suns
bet ween such funds, and meki ng appropriations necessary to
ef fect such transfers,” is repealed insofar as it relates to the
Pennsyl vani a Fair Fund.

(c) Al other acts and parts of acts are repeal ed i nsofar as
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they are inconsistent with this act.
10 Section 10. Effective date.
11 This act shall take effect July 1, 1986.
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