PRINTER S N0 3331

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 279 5

I NTRODUCED BY HARPER, COCHEN, LI NTQON, RCEBUCK, BARBER, TRUVAN
PRESTON, DONATUCCI, JOSEPHS, CARN, KOSI NSKI, ACCSTA, TI GUE,
CAWLEY, BLAUM COVELL, DUFFY, DAW DA, CLARK AND PETRARCA,
APRIL 16, 1986

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, APRIL 21, 1986
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A RESOLUTI ON
Providing for a select commttee to investigate the causes and
consequences of the sinking of houses in the Logan section of
the Gty of Phil adel phia.

WHEREAS, During the early part of this century, approximtely
1915 to 1925, in the Logan section of the Gty of Phil adel phia,
wi thin an area bounded by Sixth Street, Eleventh Street,
Roosevelt Boul evard and Louden Street, there were built
approxi mately 665 houses of the single-famly type; and

WHEREAS, Many of the houses in this area were built on a
| andfill placed over the Wngohocking Creek; and

WHEREAS, The houses in this area have had a history of
probl enms due to the settlenment of the houses. A few years ago a
few of the houses were determ ned to be inmmnently dangerous and
had to be abandoned; and

WHEREAS, Recently, nine nore houses were determ ned to be

i mm nently dangerous and 25 nore were determ ned to be

structural ly dangerous, and a survey of the rest found that 415
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have code probl ens, the cause of which has not yet been
det ermi ned; and

WHEREAS, Approxi mately 80% of these houses are owner
occupi ed, and the refusal of financial entities to place
nort gages on these properties and the begi nning of cancell ation
of insurance policies as a result of the sinking probl em has
caused such owners great concern; and

WHEREAS, It is inportant for the Commonwealth to determ ne
the extent of the problemand what it can or should be doing to
assi st these citizens; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives
appoint a select comrittee to investigate the probl em of sinking
houses in the Logan section of the Cty of Philadel phia to
det erm ne what the Commonweal th can or should do to assist the
citizens affected. The conmttee shall consist of seven nmenbers,
four fromthe majority party and three fromthe mnority party;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings, take
testinmony and make its investigations at such places as it deens
necessary in this Conmonweal th. Each menber of the conmittee
shall have power to adm nister oaths and affirmations to
W t nesses appearing before the commttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the committee report its findings and
recommendati ons to the House of Representatives as soon as

possi bl e.
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