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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 196  *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY ARTY, BARBER, DURHAM TRUMAN, RAYMOND, KENNEY,
CLYMER, HAGARTY, BUNT, FLICK, ClIVERA, DORR, M COZZI E, FOX
FREI ND, LASHI NCER, R C WRI GHT, GANNON, E. Z. TAYLOR
SIRIANNI AND W GE NS, NOVEMBER 19, 1985

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, NOVEMBER 20, 1985
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Joint State Government Comm ssion to study the

Mental Health Laws and the Mental Health Systemof this

Commonweal t h.

WHEREAS, On COctober 30, 1985, an individual allegedly
commtted shootings at Springfield Mall, Del aware County, which
resulted in the deaths of two individuals and the woundi ng of
seven ot hers; and

WHEREAS, This individual had been institutionalized pursuant
to the act of July 9, 1976 (P.L.817, No.143), known as the
Mental Heal th Procedures Act, on twelve separate occasions
during the past ten years; and

VWHEREAS, On at |east two other occasions, this individual
all egedly conmtted other acts of violence; and

WHEREAS, Incidents |Iike this have occurred before, not only
i n Pennsyl vani a but throughout the United States; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a funds prograns to

serve the nentally ill and operates facilities to treat such
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per sons; and
VHEREAS, The Mental Health Procedures Act was enacted in 1976
and has not had a conprehensive review to date; and
WHEREAS, The General Assenbly has nunmerous bills before it
whi ch woul d anmend this act; therefore be it
RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
direct the Joint State Government Conmi ssion to undertake a
conprehensive review of the Mental Health Procedures Act and the
Mental Health Systemin this Comonweal th; and be it further
RESCLVED, That to acconplish this goal, a Task Force be
created conprised of three nenbers of the Senate, two fromthe
majority party and one fromthe mnority party, to be appointed
by the President pro tenpore of the Senate and three nenbers of
t he House of Representatives, two fromthe majority party and
one fromthe mnority party, to be appointed by the Speaker of
t he House of Representatives; and be it further
RESCLVED, That an Advisory Comrittee be created to assist the
Task Force and that the foll owi ng persons be on the Advisory
Commi tt ee:
(1) Attorney Ceneral.
(2) Secretary of Health.
(3) Secretary of Public Wlfare.
(4) Oher individuals as deened appropriate by the Task
For ce;
and be it further
RESCLVED, That the Task Force may hol d hearings, take
testinmony and nmake its investigations at such places as it deens
necessary in this Conmonweal th. Each menber of the conmttee
shall have power to adm nister oaths and affirmations to

W t nesses appearing before the conmmttee; and be it further
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1 RESCLVED, That the Task Force prepare a report containing its
2 findings and if appropriate, propose necessary corrective

3 legislation, and deliver such report to each House of the
4

CGeneral Assenbly upon the conclusion of its study.
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