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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 181  *5&”

| NTRODUCED BY SAURMAN, | TKIN, FOX, SIRIANNI, J. L. WRI GHT,
SHONERS, COHEN, DEAL, DORR, WOGAN, J. TAYLOR, HERSHEY
SEMVEL, NAHI LL AND CORNELL, OCTOBER 22, 1985

SENATOR HOPPER, AG NG AND YOUTH, | N SENATE, AS AMENDED
FEBRUARY 12, 1986
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the nmedical schools in this Comonwealth to
recogni ze the special health care needs of the elderly and to
devel op certai n renedi es.

WHEREAS, The percentage of the popul ati on over 60 years of
age is 18.2% in Pennsylvania and projections indicate a steady
increase to 24% by the year 2030; and

WHEREAS, This segnent of the popul ati on has greater need for
nmedi cal care and the use of prescription and nonprescription
drugs to maintain normal activity; and

WHEREAS, The elderly are nore susceptible to drug side
effects, interactions and al cohol abuse; and

WHEREAS, The el derly have special health and enotional needs
whi ch require understandi ng and perception on the part of those
who provide their nedical care; and

WHEREAS, The recognition of the inportance of providing care

to this growi ng segnent of our population has |led the
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Associ ation of American Medical Colleges to depart fromits
traditional reluctance to address categorical subjects in the
curriculumand to take a position specifically pronoting greater

enphasis on geriatric medicine in nedical education; therefore

be it
RESOLVED (the Senate concurring), That the Heuse—of <—
Representatives CGENERAL ASSEMBLY nenori al i ze the—Governor—to <—

urge each nmedi cal school of this Commonwealth to make of hi ghest
priority the inplenentation of those actions called for in the
docunent "Undergraduate Medi cal Education, Preparation for
I nproved Ceriatric Care,"” adopted by the Executive Council of
t he Association of American Medical Colleges in the section
entitled Responsibilities of the Medical School; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the medi cal schools accept the
responsi bilities recomended by the Association of Anmerican
Medi cal Col | eges to:

(1) provide a focus for change in the educational and
training prograns to increase attention to the agi ng process
and elderly patients; this focus should include the
establishment of a group of faculty nenbers interested in
gerontol ogy and geriatric nmedicine and the training of other
faculty nenbers in these areas;

(2) seek support to expand research in aging to inprove
clinical care, stinulate nedical student interest in the
fields of gerontology and geriatrics, and foster interaction
wi th other specialties and disciplines;

(3) offer a variety of clinical settings and patient
encounters (including anbulatory, long-terminstitution, and

home care experiences) through which students can | earn

19850H0181R2959 - 2 -



1 speci al arrangenents for the care, diagnosis and treatnent of
2 the el derly;

3 (4) arrange for students to interact with healthy,

4 i ndependent el derly persons; this interaction would help

5 students | earn about the experiences elderly people have when
6 t hey seek health care; and

7 (5) urge scientific discipline and nedical specialty

8 societies to devel op and di ssem nate geriatric educational

9 material in their fields;
10 and be it further
11 RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to

12 the deans of each nedical school in Pennsylvani a.
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