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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 44 e

| NTRODUCED BY W GE NS, BARBER, TRUMAN, OLIVER, CARN, ACOSTA,
RYBAK, WAMBACH, R C. WRI GHT, HARPER, CAPPABI ANCA, DeV\EESE,
Pl STELLA, KUKOVI CH AND EVANS, MARCH 20, 1985

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, MARCH 25, 1985
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A RESCLUTI ON

Providing for a bipartisan comrittee to investigate the renoval
of accreditation of Cheyney University of Pennsylvani a.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

WHEREAS, At its neeting of February 28, 1985, to March 3,
1985, the Commi ssion on Higher Education of the Mddle States
Associ ation of Colleges and Schools acted to renove the
accreditation of Cheyney University of Pennsyl vania; and

WHEREAS, It appears that there are a nunber of serious
under | yi ng problens which led to this drastic action; and

WHEREAS, It is questionable whether the Pennsylvania State
System of Hi gher Education, of which Cheyney is a nenber, has
gi ven Cheyney the proper guidance and is otherw se properly
performng its designated duties, in that the problens allegedly
have been well known and coul d have been addressed nore pronptly
and forthrightly; and

WHEREAS, The renoval of accreditation will seriously disrupt
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t he hi gher education of thousands of students; and

WHEREAS, Cheyney University of Pennsylvania is funded by the
Commonweal th and we, as |legislators, have both the right and the
responsibility to see that it is being properly adm nistered;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives
appoint a special bipartisan commttee conprised of six nenbers,
three fromthe majority party and three fromthe mnority party,
to conduct an investigation into the action taken by the
Commi ssi on on Higher Education of the Mddle States Associ ation
of Colleges and Schools to renpove the accreditation of Cheyney
Uni versity of Pennsyl vania, the problenms which precipitated that
action, and what neasures should be taken to resol ve these
probl ens; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings, take
testimony and make its investigations at such places as it deens
necessary in this Conmonwealth. It may issue subpoenas under the
hand and seal of its chairman commandi ng any person to appear
before the commttee and to answer questions touching matters
properly being inquired into by the commttee and to produce
such books, papers, records and docunments as the committee deens
necessary. The subpoenas may be served upon any person and shal
have the sane effect as subpoenas issued out of the courts of
this Commonweal th. Any person who willfully neglects or refuses
to testify before the committee or to produce any books, papers,
records or documents shall be subject to the penalties provided
by the laws of this Commonwealth in such case. Each nenber of
the comm ttee shall have power to adm ni ster oaths and
affirmations to witnesses appearing before the conmttee; and be

it further
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1 RESCLVED, That the special commttee nake a report of its
2 investigation and reconmendations to the House of

3 Representatives as soon as possible.

C18L82CHF/ 19850H0044R0714 - 3 -



