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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2492 =%

| NTRODUCED BY GREENWOOD, KUKOVI CH, JARCLI N, ARTY, BUNT, TIGUE
AND JOHNSON, MAY 7, 1986

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, NAY 7, 1986
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AN ACT

Est abl i shing the Adol escent Pregnancy Services Board within the
Department of Health and providing for its powers and duti es.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds that the high nunber of adol escent
pregnanci es and their resultant consequences is a tragic and
undesirabl e societal problem The CGeneral Assenbly finds that a
mul ti faceted approach to reduci ng adol escent pregnancy and
provi di ng for necessary services to pregnant adol escents and
their famlies is necessary. The Ceneral Assenbly further finds
t hat adol escents shoul d be encouraged to take responsibility for
t he consequences of their actions. It is clear that, anong
adol escents, the burden of pregnancy is presently borne by the
adol escent nother and publicly supported prograns and that ways
nmust be found for adol escent fathers, as well as the parents of
adol escents, to share in this responsibility.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.
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This act shall be known and may be cited as the Adol escent
Pregnancy Services Law.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Board." The Adol escent Pregnancy Services Board.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.
Section 3. Board.

There is hereby established the Adol escent Pregnancy Services
Board within the departnent.

Section 4. Conposition.

The board shall consist of 13 voting nenbers. The Secretary
of Health, the Secretary of Wl fare, the Secretary of Education
and the Secretary of Labor and Industry, or their designees,
shall serve as voting nenbers. The Governor shall appoint the
remai ni ng ni ne menbers, who shall represent religious
organi zati ons, voluntary service organi zati ons concerned about
wonen' s i ssues and teenage pregnancy, famly planning service
provi ders, wonen's health organi zati ons and Pl anned Par ent hood.
Section 5. Expenses.

Board nenbers shall not be entitled to conpensation but shal
be rei mbursed for all necessary expenses incurred in carrying
out their duties, in accordance with the rules of the Executive
Boar d.

Section 6. Pl an.

The board shall develop a plan and make recomendati ons to
the General Assenbly which will reduce the incidence and adverse
consequences of adol escent pregnancy and devel op a service plan

for pregnant adol escents and adol escent parents. The plan shal
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address health care, education, counseling and vocati onal
training and the appropriate roles and responsibility of public
and private services. The plan shall be submtted to the Cenera
Assenbly by Decenber 31, 1987.
Section 7. Expiration of act.

This act shall expire June 30, 1988, unl ess extended by the
General Assenbly.

Secti on 8. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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