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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled

"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,

special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,

primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,

courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifying,

revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and

repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” further providing for absentee ball ots.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 102(w)(12) of the act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsylvania El ection Code,
anended August 13, 1963 (P.L.707, No.379), is anended and the
cl ause i s anmended by addi ng subcl auses to read:

Section 102. Definitions.--The foll owi ng words, when used in
this act, shall have the follow ng nmeani ngs, unless otherw se

clearly apparent fromthe context:
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* * %

(w) The words "qualified absentee el ector” shall nean:

* %

(12) Any qualified, registered and enrolled elector who is a
spouse or dependent acconpanyi ng a person enployed in the
service of this Commonwealth or in the service of the Federal
Governnent within the territorial limts of the several States
of the United States and the District of Colunmbia in the event
the duties, profession or occupation of such person require him
to be absent fromthe Comonweal th or county of his
residence[:]; or

(13) Any qualified elector who is a county enpl oye who

cannot vote due to el ection day duties; or

(14) Any qualified elector who will not attend a polling

pl ace because of the observance of a reliqgi ous holiday:

* * %

Section 2. Section 1301(l) of the act, anmended August 13,
1963 (P.L.707, No.379), is anmended and the section is anended by
addi ng subsections to read:

Section 1301. Qualified Absentee Electors.--The foll ow ng
persons shall be entitled to vote by an official absentee ball ot
in any primary or election held in this Commonwealth in the
manner herei nafter provided:

* x *

(1) Any qualified registered and enrolled elector who is a
spouse or dependent acconpanyi ng a person enployed in the
service of this Conmonwealth or in the service of the Federal
Governnent within the territorial limts of the several States
of the United States and the District of Colunbia in the event

the duties, profession or occupation of such person require him
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1 to be absent fromthe Commonweal th or county of his

2 residence[:]; or

3 (M _Any qualified elector who is a county enpl oye who_cannot
4 vote due to election day duties; or

5 (n) Any qualified elector who will not attend a polling

6 place because of the observance of a religious holiday:

7 * x *

8 Section 3. Section 1302(e), (e.2) and (i) of the act, added
9 or anmended Decenber 2, 1976 (P.L.1221, No.269) and May 7, 1982
10 (P.L.393, No.114), are anended to read:

11 Section 1302. Applications for Oficial Absentee Ballots.--*
12 * *

13 (e) Any qualified bedridden or hospitalized veteran absent
14 fromthe State or county of his residence and unable to attend
15 his polling place because of such illness or physical

16 disability, regardl ess of whether he is registered or enrolled,
17 may apply at any tinme before any primary or election for an

18 official absentee ballot on any official county board of

19 election formaddressed to the Secretary of the Commonweal t h of
20 Pennsyl vania or the county board of elections of the county in
21 which his voting residence is |ocated.
22 The application shall contain the follow ng information:
23 Residence at the tine of becom ng bedridden or hospitalized,
24 length of tinme a citizen, length of residence in Pennsylvani a,
25 date of birth, length of time a resident in voting district,
26 voting district if known, party choice in case of primary, nane
27 and address of present residence or hospital at which
28 hospitalized. Wien such application is received by the Secretary
29 of the Commonwealth, it shall be forwarded to the proper county

30 board of elections.
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The application for an official absentee ballot for any
primary or election shall be nade on information supplied over
the signature of the bedridden or hospitalized veteran as
required in the preceding subsection. Any qualified registered
el ector, including a spouse or dependent referred to in
subsection (I) of section 1301, who expects to be or is absent
fromthe Commonweal th or county of his residence because his
duties, occupation or business require himto be el sewhere on
the day of any primary or election and any qualified registered
el ector who is unable to attend his polling place on the day of
any primary or election because of illness or physical
disability and any qualified regi stered bedri dden or

hospitalized veteran in the county of residence, or in the case

of a county enpl oye who cannot vote due to el ecti on day duti es,

or in the case of a person who will not attend a polling pl ace

because of the observance of a religious holiday, may apply to

the county board of elections of the county in which his voting
residence is located for an Oficial Absentee Ballot. Such
application shall be nade upon an official application form
supplied by the county board of elections. Such official
application formshall be determ ned and prescribed by the
Secretary of the Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

(1) The application of any qualified registered el ector,
i ncl udi ng spouse or dependent referred to in subsection (I) of
section 1301, who expects to be or is absent fromthe
Commonweal th or county of his residence because his duties,

occupation or business require himto be el sewhere on the day of

any primary or election, or in the case of a county enpl oye who

cannot vote due to election day duties, or in the case of a

person who will not attend a polling pl ace because of the
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observance of a religious holiday, shall be signed by the

applicant and shall include the surnanme and [christian] given
name or nanes of the applicant, his occupation, date of birth,
length of time a resident in voting district, voting district if
known, place of residence, post office address to which ball ot
is to be mailed, the reason for his absence, and such ot her
information as shall make clear to the county board of elections
the applicant's right to an official absentee ballot.

(2) The application of any qualified registered el ector who
is unable to attend his polling place on the day of any primary
or election because of illness or physical disability and the
application of any qualified regi stered bedri dden or
hospitalized veteran in the county of residence shall be signed
by the applicant and shall include surnane and [christian] given
name or nanes of the applicant, his occupation, date of birth,
residence at the tinme of becom ng bedridden or hospitalized,
length of time a resident in voting district, voting district if
known, place of residence, post office address to which ball ot
is to be mailed, and such other information as shall make clear
to the county board of elections the applicant's right to an
official ballot. In addition, the application of such electors
shall include a declaration stating the nature of their
disability or illness, and the name, office address and office
t el ephone nunber of their attendi ng physician: Provided,
however, That in the event any elector entitled to an absentee
bal | ot under this subsection be unable to sign his application
because of illness or physical disability, he shall be excused
from si gni ng upon meki ng a statenent which shall be w tnessed by
one adult person in substantially the following form | hereby

state that | amunable to sign ny application for an absentee
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bal l ot without assistance because | amunable to wite by reason
of ny illness or physical disability. | have nade or have

recei ved assistance in making ny mark in lieu of ny signature.

(Conpl et e Address of Wtness) (Signature of Wtness)

(e.2) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this act any
qual i fied el ector who expects to be or is absent fromthe
Commonweal th or county of his residence because his duties,
occupation or business require himto be el sewhere on the day of

any election or _a county enploye who cannot vote due to el ection

day duties or a person who will not attend a polling pl ace

because of the observance of a religious holiday nay nmake an

application for an absentee ballot by nmail by sending a letter
to the county board of elections in the county in which his
voting residence is located. The letter shall be signed by the
applicant and contain his name and place of residence.

* %k

(i) Application for official absentee ballots shall be on
forms prescribed by the Secretary of the Conmonweal th. The
application shall state that a voter who receives an absentee
bal | ot [ because of illness or absence fromthe district]

pursuant to section 1301 and who, on el ection day, is capable of

voting at the appropriate polling place nust void the absentee
ball ot and vote in the normal manner at the appropriate voting
pl ace. Such forms shall be nade freely available to the public
at county board of elections, nmunicipal buildings and at such

ot her locations designated by the secretary. No witten
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1 application or personal request shall be necessary to receive

2 the application fornms. Copies of all conpleted applications for
3 official absentee ballots shall be retained by the county board
4 of elections.

5 Section 4. Section 1303(e) of the act, added May 7, 1982

6 (P.L.393, No.114), is anmended to read:

7 Section 1303. O ficial Absentee Voters Ballots.--* * *

8 (e) The official absentee voter ballot shall state that a

9 voter who receives an absentee ball ot [because of illness or
10 absence fromthe district] pursuant to section 1301 and who, on
11 election day, is capable of voting at the appropriate polling
12 place nmust void the absentee ballot and vote in the nornal
13 nmanner at the appropriate voting place.
14 Section 5. This act shall take effect imediately.
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