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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1989 =

I NTRODUCED BY BARBER, DECEMBER 11, 1985

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, DECEMBER 11, 1985

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

2 "An act providing for and reorgani zi ng the conduct of the

3 executive and adm nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
4 Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative

5 departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

6 i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
7 Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

8 aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative

9 departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
10 duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
11 of ficers, and of the several adm nistrative departnents,

12 boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
13 Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive

14 and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointnment of
15 certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

16 ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
17 and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the

18 nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

19 assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
20 commi ssions shall be determned,” further providing for the

21 State Board of Public Wl fare; continuing the agency under
22 the Sunset Act; and making editorial corrections.
23 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

24 hereby enacts as follows:

25 Section 1. Section 448(k) and (l) of the act of April 9,
26 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Adm nistrative Code of
27 1929, added or amended Decenber 21, 1959 (P.L.1944, No.709),
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July 9, 1970 (P.L.470, No.161) and June 20, 1978 (P.L.477,
No. 70), are anended to read:

Section 448. Advisory Boards and Conmi ssions. --The advi sory
boards and conmi ssions, within the several adm nistrative
departnents, shall be constituted as foll ows:

* x *

(k) The State Board of Public Welfare is hereby created. The
board shall consist of the Secretary of Public Wl fare, ex
of ficio, and sixteen (16) nenbers appoi nted by the Governor.

Four (4) nenbers shall be appointed from|[anong the nmenbers of]
the General Assenbly[, two (2) fromthe Senate and two (2) from
t he House of Representatives. These nmenbers of the board shall,
with respect to each branch of the General Assenbly, be from
different political parties, and they shall, in no event, retain
menbership on the board after they cease to be nenbers of the

Chai rman and M nority Chairnman of the Public Health and Wel fare

Committee of the Senate and the Chairnman and M nority Chairnan

of the Health and Welfare Comm ttee of the House, or their

desi gnees who shall have voting rights on the board. One (1)

menber shall be appointed by the Governor fromeach of the [six
section, and the first nmenber of each advisory commttee
appoi nted by the Governor shall automatically beconme a nmenber of

the board. In the event an advisory conmmttee i s no | onger

functioning, that seat on the board shall be filled by a public

menber. One (1) nenber of the board shall be a wel fare advocate

who is or was a forner welfare reci pient, appointed by the

Governor. One (1) nenber shall be an enpl oye of the Departnent

of Public Wel fare, appointed by the Governor. Five (5) nenbers
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shall be private citizens appoi nted by the Governor who are not

enpl oyed by the Commonweal th or any | ocal governnment or enpl oyed

by or otherw se associated with any service provider or other

entity which receives funding fromthe Departnent of Public

Wl fare. The termof office of each nmenber of the board, except

as herein otherw se provided, shall be six (6) years. No nenber

shall serve beyond the expiration of his term unl ess

r eappoi nt ed.

In the original appointnment of the nenbers of the board, six
(6) menbers shall be appointed for the termof six (6) years,
five (5 nenbers for the termof four (4) years, and five (5)
menbers for the termof two (2) years. Any vacancy occurring in
t he nenbership of the board shall be filled by the Governor only

for the unexpired term In the event any vacancy exists for nore

than ninety (90) cal endar days the Governor forfeits that

appoi ntnent and the Speaker of the House shall fill the vacancy

in accordance with this subsection. The Governor may renbve any
menber of the board at any tine. No nenber of the board shal
serve nore than two (2) consecutive terns not including a
vacancy appoi ntnent, nor shall any nenber hold office in any
political party.

Nine (9) nenbers of the board shall constitute a quorum A
chai rman who shall not be a nmenber of an advisory commttee
shall be elected by the board, annually, fromanong its menbers.
Menbers of the board shall serve wi thout conpensation other than
rei mbursenent of travel and other actual expenses incurred in

the performance of their duties. The board shall neet at |east

six (6) tines a year. At least three (3) of these neetings shal

be held in various reqgional |ocations of this Conmmbnwealth as

follows: one (1) neeting in the east; one (1) neeting in the
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central area of the State, other than Harri sburg; and one (1)

neeting in the west. Special neetings of the board shall be held

on call of the chairman or the Secretary of Public Welfare, and
it shall be the duty of the chairman to call a special neeting

upon the witten request of one-third (1/3) or nore nenbers, not

i ncl udi ng vacanci es, of the board. Any nenber who fails to

attend three (3) consecutive neetings shall forfeit his seat,

unl ess excused froma neeting by the chai rman for good cause.

(1) The follow ng advisory commttees are hereby created:
[ Advi sory Comrittee for the Blind,
Advi sory Conmmttee for General and Special Hospitals,]

Consuner Provider Council on Blindness,

Advi sory Committee for Medical Assi stance,

Advi sory Committee for Children and Youth,

Advi sory Conmmittee for Public Assistance,

Advi sory Conmmttee for Mental Health and Mental Retardation.

Each advisory comrittee shall consist of the Comm ssioner in
the Departnent of Public Welfare, directing the programto which
the advisory comrmittee is attached, as an ex officio nenber, and
not less than three (3) nor nore than nine (9) nenbers appointed
by the Governor. In the case of the Advisory Committee for
Mental Health and Mental Retardation, the commttee shal
include the Chairman of the Public Health and Wl fare Committee
of the Senate, the Chairman of the Health and Wl fare Committee
of the House of Representatives and the President of the
Pennsyl vani a State Associ ation of County Conmm ssioners or his
alternate. The exact nunber of nenbers of each advisory
committee shall be determ ned by the Governor upon
recommendati on of the State Board of Public Welfare. The

qual i fications of the nmenbers of each advisory conmittee shal
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al so be determ ned by the Governor upon recommendation of the
State Board of Public Welfare: Provided, That with respect to
each advisory conmttee, the Governor shall appoint nenbers with
due regard for representation of the professional and | ay groups
concerned with the fields of interest served by the programto
whi ch each advisory comrittee is attached. The term of office of
each nenber of each advisory commttee, except as herein

ot herwi se provided, shall be six (6) years.

The origi nal appoi ntnment of the nenbers of the advisory
commttee shall be for overlapping terns of six (6), four (4)
and two (2) years. In making these original appointnents, the
Governor shall, in so far as possi bl e, appoint approxi mately
one-third (1/3) of the reconmmended conpl enent of each advi sory
board to each of the overlapping ternmns.

A majority of the nmenbers of each advisory comm ttee shal
constitute a quorum Each advisory comrittee shall elect a
chai rman from anong its nmenbers. Each advisory conmittee shal
neet at least four (4) tines a year. Special neetings of each
advi sory commttee shall be held on call of the chairman, and it
shall be the duty of the chairman to call a special neeting upon
the witten request of one-third (1/3) or nore of the nenbers
not i ncluding vacanci es of the advisory conmttee.

The provisions of clause (k) of this section with respect to
filling of vacancies, renoval of nenbers, |length of service,
political party office and conpensation shall be applicable to
advi sory comm ttee nenbers, and are incorporated herein by
ref erence.

* x *

Section 2. The State Board of Public Wl fare shall continue

together with its statutory functions and duties until Decenber
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31, 1991, when it shall term nate and go out of existence unless
reestabli shed or continued by the General Assenbly. Eval uation
and review, termnation, reestablishnment and continuation of the
agency beyond Decenber 31, 1991, shall be conducted pursuant to
the act of Decenber 22, 1981 (P.L.508, No.142), known as the
Sunset Act.

Section 3. |If enacted after Decenber 31, 1985, this act
shall be retroactive to Decenmber 31, 1985.
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Section 4. This act shall take effect immediately.
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