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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1882 =%

| NTRODUCED BY WESTON, BARBER, DORR, ARTY, KENNEY, KOSI NSKI
JOHNSQON, HALUSKA, BRANDT, DOVBROWABKI, ACCSTA, COHEN
KUKOVI CH, OLASZ, CALTAG RONE, JACKSQN, COLAFELLA, BATTI STQ,
DI STLER, RAYMOND, PERZEL, KASUNI C, DEAL, TRELLO, TELEK
DeLUCA, GRUPPO, PRATT, AFFLERBACH, ANGSTADT, DALEY, SERAFI NI
STABACK, | TKIN, PRESTON, TIGJE, R C. WR GHT, MARKOSEK
HARPER, VAN HORNE, WOGAN, McHALE, SEVENTY, VEON, NAHI LL
TRUMAN, FATTAH, E. Z. TAYLOR, FOX, MNAI ALE, PETRARCA, Cl VERA,
J. TAYLOR, BELARDI AND LAUGHLI N, NOVEMBER 13, 1985

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, FEBRUARY 19, 1986
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AN ACT

Establ i shing a program of dentistry for the honebound; i nposing
powers and duties on the Departnment of Health; inpesing

Beard:- and nmaki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Dentistry for
t he Homebound Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) A significant segnent of the population of this
Commonweal th is unable to obtain dental care because of
physical inability, either tenporarily or permanently, to

travel to a dentist's office. This includes senior citizens
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and persons who have a handicap, disability, illness or
condition which severely restricts nobility.

(2) Honebound persons areto—beprovided—wth SHOULD <—
HAVE ACCESS TO proper and adequate dental care at a
reasonabl e cost.

(3) Provision is to be made for special training needed
to adm ni ster the proper and adequate dental care to
honmebound persons at a reasonabl e cost.

Section 3. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

" L . o . -
"Departnent.” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.
"Honebound person.™ A noninstitutionalized person who is

di sabl ed, either tenporarily or permanently, to an extent that

prevents the person fromleaving the residence to secure proper

dental care.

"Program " The dental care program established by the

department under section 4.

Section 4. Program
(a) GCeneral rule.--The departnent andthebeard shall <—

establish a program for providing honebound persons wi th proper

and adequate dental care— <—

<

SHALL ENCOURAGE dentistry FOR THE HOVEBOUND as an i nport ant <—

field in the professional practice of dentistry. To acconplish

this the beard DEPARTMENT has the follow ng powers and duti es: <—

(1) To encourage the profession to accept and respeet <—
PRACTI CE honebound denti stry. <—
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(2) To bli-sht Lation: : o -
: . I | . . ’ o
ENCOURAGE PROGRAMS on honebound dentistry dealing wth: <—
(1) Physical and psychol ogi cal needs of honmebound
per sons.
(i1i) Specific skills needed to practice dentistry in
a hone environnent.
(1i1) Special equipnent necessary to practice
dentistry in a honme environnent.

) (B) Departnent.--The departnment shall nake the program <—
avai |l abl e, at Conmonweal th expense, to citizens of this
Commonweal th who cannot afford the program In order to do this,

t he departnent has the follow ng powers and duti es:
(1) Promulgate regulations to:

(i) Define, after consultation with the Depart nent
of Aging, eligibility to participate in the program at
Commonweal t h expense.

(i1i) Determ ne services which are covered at
Commonweal t h expense.

(1i1) Set fees to be paid by the Commonweal th for
servi ces under the program
(2) Enter into contracts with organi zations, group

practices and individuals to provide program services, at

Commonweal t h expense, under paragraph (1).

&) (C Pilot project.--1n order to execute subsection (e} <—
(B), the departnment shall begin with a pilot project, under <—
subsection (¢} (B), in a selected area of this Commonweal th for <—
a period of one year. At the end of the year, the departnent
shall report on the pilot project to the General Assenbly. The

departnment shall then make necessary adjustnents to execute
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subsection (¢} (B) on a Statew de basis.
Section 5. Appropriation.

The sum of $50, 000, or as much thereof as may be necessary,
is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Health for the
fiscal year July 1, 1985, to June 30, 1986, to carry out the
provi sions of this act.

Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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