PRINTER S NO. 996

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 870  *ua”

I NTRODUCED BY LI NTON, JOSEPHS, OLIVER, DEAL, FATTAH, COHEN,

VWESTON, HARPER, DONATUCCI, ACOSTA, KOSI NSKI, LEVIN, WG3E NS,
EVANS, RI CHARDSON, FREEMAN AND McHALE, APRIL 15, 1985

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, APRI L 15, 1985

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of January 22, 1968 (P.L.42, No.8), entitled,

as anmended, "An act enpowering and authorizing the Departnent
of Transportation to establish and adm nister certain grant
prograns for the betternent of nmass transportati on systens
and facilities throughout the Comonweal t h; providing for
State grants to transportation conpani es, nunicipalities,
counties, or their instrunentalities and to agencies and
instrumentalities of the Cormonweal th for studies, research,
denonstration prograns, pronotion prograns, purchase of
service projects, and capital inprovenent projects under
certain conditions; authorizing grants by counties or

muni ci palities in netropolitan areas to |ocal transportation
organi zations, authorizing the creation of a transportation
authority to function in each netropolitan area consisting of
any county of the first class and all nearby counties wthin
a radius of twenty mles of any such first class county, as a
body corporate and politic for the purpose of establishing an
i ntegrated nmass transportation systemwth all pertinent
powers including, but not limted to, |easing, acquiring,

owni ng, operating and nmaintaining a systemfor, or otherw se
providing for, the transportation of persons, authorizing the
borrowi ng of noney and issuance of bonds therefor, conferring
the right of em nent donmain on the authority; altering the
jurisdiction of the Public Utility Comm ssion, authorizing

t he acceptance of grants from Federal, State and | ocal
governnments, limting actions against the authority and
exenpting it fromtaxation, authorizing counties and

muni ci palities to enter into conpacts for the financing of
each authority and to nmake appropriations in accordance wth
such conpacts, creating a citizen advisory commttee,
conferring exclusive jurisdiction upon certain courts with
respect to matters relating to such authority, enpowering
each authority to function outside of the nmetropolitan area
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under certain ternms and conditions," further providing for

t he appoi ntnent and terns of transportation authority board

menbers, neetings of the board, approval of resolutions, and

removal of board nenbers.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 317(a), 318 and 319(a) of the act of
January 22, 1968 (P.L.42, No.8), known as the Pennsyl vani a Ur ban
Mass Transportation Law, added July 10, 1980 (P.L.427, No.101),
are anmended to read:

Section 317. Appointnent of Board Menbers.--(a) At any tine
after the effective date of this article:

(1) The Governor nay appoint as a nenber of the board, one
person, who may be an ex-officio appointee from anong the
various officials in the governnment of the Commonweal th, and
whose termas a board nenber shall run concurrently with that of
his Cormmonweal th position, if any, or the termof the appointing
Gover nor, whichever is shorter

(2) The county conm ssioners or the county council in each
county, [and, in any county of the first class containing a city

of the first class, the mayor, with the approval of the city

council] other than a county of the first class containing a

city of the first class, nmay appoint two persons for each county

to serve as board nenbers. The terns of board nenbers appoi nt ed

by the county conmm ssioners or the county council shall be

coternminous with the terns of the majority of the governi ng body

whi ch made the appoi ntment. The mayor in any county of the first

class containing a city of the first class, with the approval of

the city council, nmay appoint four persons for such county to

serve as board nenbers. The terns of board nenbers appoi nted by

the mayor shall be coterm nous with the termof the mayor who
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made t he appoi nt nent.

* * %

Section 318. Resignation and Renoval of Menbers;
Vacanci es. -- Menbers of the board shall hold office until their
respecti ve successors have been appointed and have qualifi ed.
The appoi nting power nay renove any nenber of the board
appointed by himor then{, but only in case of inconpetency,
negl ect of duty or mal feasance in office. No nenber shall be
t hus renoved except after having been given a copy of the
charges agai nst himand an opportunity to be publicly heard, at
a place in the netropolitan area, in person or by counsel, in
his own defense upon not |less than ten days' witten notice]. In
case of failure to qualify within the time required or of
abandonnment of his office or in case of death, conviction of a
felony or renoval fromoffice, his office shall becone vacant. A
menber shall be deenmed to have abandoned his office upon failure
to attend any regul ar or special neeting of the board, wthout
excuse approved by resolution of the board, for a period of four
nmont hs, or upon renoval of his residence fromthe nmetropolitan
area. Each vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term by
appointment in like manner and with |ike regard as to the place
of residence of the appointee as in case of expiration of the
termof a nenber of the board. [A nmenber renoved for
i nconpet ency, neglect of duty or nalfeasance in office shal
have the right to appeal such renoval to the court of common
pl eas of the county for which he was appointed, but only on the
ground of error of law or manifest and flagrant abuse of
di scretion.]

Section 319. Meetings, Quorum Approval of Resol utions;

El ection of Chairman.--(a) [Regular neetings of the board shal
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be held in the nmetropolitan area at |east once in each cal endar

nmont h except July or August] The board shall hold at |east ten

requl ar nonthly neetings during each cal endar year in the

netropolitan area, the tinme and place of such neetings to be
fixed by the board. A majority of the board shall constitute a
gquorum for the transaction of business. Al action of the board
shall be by resolution and the affirmative vote of a majority of
all the nenbers shall be necessary for the adoption of any

resol ution: Provided, however, That no action by the board, to
whi ch an express objection has been made, pursuant to this
section, by a board nenber or nenbers representing a county or
counties having one-third or nore of the popul ation of the
nmetropolitan area, as determ ned by the nbst recent decenni al
census, shall be carried unless supported at a subsequent
regul ar or special neeting of the board by the votes of at |east

[three-quarters of the nmenbership] nine nenbers of the board.

For purposes of this section a sinple negative vote shall not

constitute an express objection. An express objecti on shal

require a specific statenent of intent. In case of disagreenent

bet ween nenbers representing the sane county, each nenber shal
be deenmed to represent one-half of the population of that county

except that, in the case of any county of the first class

containing a city of the first class, each nenber shall be

deened to represent one-fourth of the popul ati on of that county.

* * %

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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