PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 849 PRI NTER S NO. 3399

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 749 5

I NTRODUCED BY JOHNSON, M COZZI E, VROON, CIM N, SEMVEL AND
HERVAN, MARCH 26, 1985

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRI L 30, 1986
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AN ACT
Prohi bi ti ng hazing; and providing penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Anti hazing
Law.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Hazing." Any action or situation which recklessly or

intentionally endangers the nmental or physical health or safety

of a student OR WHICH W LLFULLY DESTROYS OR REMOVES PUBLI C OR <—

PRI VATE PROPERTY for the purpose of initiation or adm ssion into

or affiliation with, OR AS A CONDI TI ON FOR CONTI NUED MEMBERSHI P <—

I'N, any organi zation operating under the sanction of OR <—
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RECOGNI ZED AS AN ORGANI ZATI ON BY an institution of higher
education. The termshall include, but not be limted to, any
brutality of a physical nature, such as whi pping, beating,
brandi ng, forced calisthenics, exposure to the elenents, forced
consunption of any food, |iquor, drug or other substance, or any
ot her forced physical activity which could adversely affect the
physi cal health and safety of the individual, and shall include
any activity which would subject the individual to extrene
mental stress, such as sleep deprivation, forced exclusion from
soci al contact, forced conduct which could result in extrene
enbarrassnment, or any other forced activity which could
adversely affect the nental health or dignity of the individual, <—
OR ANY W LLFUL DESTRUCTI ON OR REMOVAL OF PUBLI C OR PRI VATE
PROPERTY. For purposes of this definition, any activity as
described in this definition upon which the initiation or
adm ssion into or affiliation with OR CONTI NUED MEMBERSH P IN an <—
organi zation is directly or indirectly conditioned shall be
presuned to be "forced" activity, the willingness of an
i ndividual to participate in such activity notw t hstandi ng.

"Institution of higher education” or "institution." Any
public or private institution within this Commonweal th
authorized to grant an associ ate degree or higher academnc
degr ee.
Section 3. Hazing prohibited.

Any person who causes or participates in hazing conmts a
m sdeneanor of the third degree.
Section 4. Enforcenent by institution.

(a) Antihazing policy.--Each institution shall adopt a
witten antihazing policy and, pursuant to that policy, shal

adopt rul es prohibiting students or other persons associ ated
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1 wth any organization afitH-ated—-wth OPERATI NG UNDER THE <—
2 SANCTI ON OF OR RECOGNI ZED AS AN ORGANI ZATI ON BY the institution

3 fromengaging in any activity which can be described as hazi ng.

4 (b) Enforcenent and penalties.--

5 (1) Each institution shall provide a programfor the

6 enforcenent of such rules and shall adopt appropriate

7 penalties for violations of such rules to be adm nistered by

8 t he person or agency at the institution responsible for the

9 sancti oni ng ef—sueh—institutional OR RECOGNI TI ON OF SUCH <—
10 or gani zati ons.

11 (2) Such penalties nmay include the inposition of fines,

12 t he wi thhol di ng of diplomas or transcripts pendi ng conpliance

13 with the rules or pending paynment of fines and the inposition

14 of probation, suspension or dism ssal.

15 (3) In the case of an inastitutienal organi zati on which <—
16 aut hori zes hazing in blatant disregard of such rul es,

17 penalties may al so include recision of perm ssion for that

18 organi zation to operate on canmpus property or to otherw se

19 operate under the sanction OR RECOGNI TION of the institution. <—
20 (4) Al penalties inposed under the authority of this

21 section shall be in addition to any penalty inposed for

22 violation of section 3 or any of the crimnal laws of this

23 State or for violation of any other institutional rule to

24 whi ch the violator nmay be subject.

25 (5) Rules adopted pursuant hereto shall apply to acts

26 conducted on or off campus whenever such acts are deened to

27 constitute hazing.

28 Section 5. Ef fecti ve date.

29 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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