PRINTER S NO. 467

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 413 5

| NTRODUCED BY DAW DA, BOOK, GODSHALL, BATTI STO, SHOWERS, GAMBLE,
KUKOVI CH, AFFLERBACH, COLAFELLA, BELFANTI, WOZN AK,
VAN HORNE, MAI ALE, HOANLETT, PISTELLA, E. Z. TAYLOR, SVEET,
BELARDI, M CHLOVI C, DeLUCA, D. W SNYDER AND CLARK,
FEBRUARY 26, 1985

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE
FEBRUARY 26, 1985
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AN ACT
Requiring certain information to be solicited in connection with

t he consideration of |egislation by the General Assenbly

providing for the licensing, registration and certification

of menbers of an occupation or profession.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Referral of certain bills to Professional Licensure
Conmi ttee.

The House of Representatives and the Senate shall not give
second consideration reading to any bill which requires the
licensing, registration or certification of the nmenbers of a
prof essi on or occupation until it has first been referred to the
Prof essional Licensure Commttee of the respective chanber for
commttee hearings where answers to the follow ng questions
shall be solicited fromthose groups or individuals espousing

support for the bill. A record of the responses to these

guestions shall be kept and shall be available for public



1 inspection and for the information of the nenbers:

2 (1) Has the public been harmed because the professional

3 or occupational group has not been regul ated?

4 (i) To what extent has the public's health, safety,

5 or econom ¢ wel | -bei ng been harnmed?

6 (i1i) Can the clains of proponents of regul ation be

7 docunent ed?

8 (2) Who are the users of services offered?

9 (1) Are they nenbers of the general public who | ack
10 knowl edge necessary to evaluate qualifications of those
11 of fering services?

12 (ii) Are there institutions or qualified

13 pr of essi onal s who have the know edge to eval uate

14 qual i fications?

15 (3) What is the extent of autonony of practitioners?
16 (i) |Is there a high degree of independent judgnent
17 required of practitioners?

18 (i) How rmuch skill and experience are required in
19 maki ng these judgnents?

20 (ti1) Do practitioners customarily work on their own
21 or under supervision?

22 (iv) If supervised, is supervisor covered by

23 regul atory statute?

24 (4) (i) Has the occupational group established a code
25 of ethics?

26 (i1i) To what extent has it been accepted and

27 enf orced?

28 (5) (i) Has the occupational group established

29 conpl ai nt-handl i ng procedures for resol ving di sputes

30 bet ween practitioners and public?
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(i1i) How effective has this been?

(6) Has a nongovernnental certification program been
established to assist the public in identifying qualified
practitioners?

(7) Could the use of applicable statutes or existing
st andards sol ve probl ens? Pl ease address:

(i) Use of unfair and deceptive trade practices

| aws.

(ii) Use of civil laws such as injunctions, cease
and desi st orders.

(iti1) Use of crimnal laws such as prohibitions
agai nst cheating, fal se pretenses and deceptive

adverti sing.

(iv) Use of existing standards such as construction
codes and product safety standards.

(8) Whuld strengthening existing statutes or standards
deal with the problenf

(9) Have alternatives to |licensure been considered?

Pl ease address:
(i) Use of an existing agency under |egislative
control
(ii) Regulation of business enployer rather than

i ndi vi dual practitioner, e.g., licensing restaurants

rather than cooks or waiters or waitresses.

(ii1) Registration of practitioners coupled with

m ni mum st andards set by State agency.

(iv) Certification of practitioners, thereby
restricting use of title to those who have denonstrat ed
conpet ence.

(10) Wiy would licensing be nore effective?
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(11) How will regulation help public identify qualified
practitioners?
(12) How will regulation assure that practitioners are
conpet ent ?
(1) What standards are proposed for granting
credenti al s?
(ii) Are all standards job rel ated?
(i1i1) How do these standards conpare with those of
ot her states?
(iv) If standards differ fromthose of other states,
can the difference be justified?
(v) Are there training and experience requirenents?

(A) Are these requirenents of equal duration
when conpared with other states?

(B) Does training include supervised field
experience? If so, is an additional experience
requi renent justified?

(vi) Are there restrictions on where or how
experience may be acquired? Wiy?

(vii) WII alternative routes of entry be
recogni zed?

(A) WII applicants who have not gone through
prescribed training or experience or both be eligible
for Iicensure or certification?

(B) WII licensure or certification in another
state automatically allow an individual to be
credentialed in this Conmonweal t h?

(viii) WII applicants for licensure, registration
or certification be required to pass an exam nation?

(A) Does an exam nation already exist?
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(B) Does it meet professional and | egal testing
st andar ds?
(C© If no test exists, who will develop it and
how wi I | devel opnent cost be net?
(ix) 1Is there a "grandfather” clause in |licensure?
(A) Wy is it necessary?
(B) WII such practitioners be required to take
atest at a later date?
(13) What assurance will the public have that the
i ndi vidual s credential ed by the Comonweal t h have mai nt ai ned
t heir conpetence?
(i) WII license or certificate carry expiration
dat e?
(i1i) WII renewal be based solely on paynent of fee?
(tit) WIIl renewal require periodic exan nation,
peer review, evidence of continuing education or other
procedures for continued conpetence?
(14) What grounds will there be for suspension or
revocation of credential s?
(15) WII regulation increase costs of goods and
services to consuners?
(16) WII regulation decrease availability of
practitioners?
(17) Who is sponsoring the regul atory progranf
(1) Are nenbers of the public sponsoring regulatory
pr ogr ans?
(1i) What associations, organizations or other
groups in the State represent practitioners?
(ti1) Approximtely how many practitioners belong to

each group?
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1 (iv) Wiich of the above groups are actively invol ved
2 i n sponsoring regulatory prograns?

3 (v) Are other groups supporting the effort? If not,
4 why?

5 (18) Wiy is regul ation bei ng sought?

6 (1) (A Is the professional or occupational group
7 claimng it is prevented fromrendering services for
8 which its menbers are qualified by "scope of

9 practice" statenment of another occupation?

10 (B) If so, what efforts have been nade to

11 resol ve differences?

12 (ii) Is the professional or occupational group

13 seeking licensure in order to gain rei nbursenment under
14 Federal - State prograns or private insurers, e.qg.,

15 Medi care or Blue Cross?

16 (ti1) Is the public seeking greater accountability
17 of the professional or occupational group?

18 Section 2. Certain |aws void.

19 Any | aw enacted by the General Assenbly which does not neet
20 the requirenments of this act shall be void and unenforceabl e.
21 Section 3. Effective date.
22 This act shall take effect in 30 days.
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