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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 161  *5a”

| NTRODUCED BY SEVENTY, DUFFY, CESSAR, MARKOSEK, COWNELL, DAW DA,
M CHLOVI C, VAN HORNE, LEVDANSKY, TRELLO AND SALOOM
FEBRUARY 4, 1985

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 4, 1985
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” providing for the duties of nmagistrates and
district justices on primary and el ection days.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1206 of the act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsylvania El ection Code,
anmended July 13, 1961 (P.L.603, No.303), is anended to read:

Section 1206. Duti es of Conmmon Pl eas Court, Magistrates and

District Justices on Days of Primaries and El ections.--The court

of conmmon pl eas of each county of the Conmonweal th or a judge or
j udges thereof, shall be in continuous session at the courthouse

of said county, or, in judicial districts conmposed of nore than
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one county, at the courthouse of the county in which such judge
or judges reside, on the day of each primary and election from?7
o'clock A M until 10 o'clock P. M and so long thereafter as
it may appear that the process of said court will be necessary
to secure a free, fair and correct conputation and canvass of
the votes cast at said election. In judicial districts having
but one judge of the court of comon pl eas, such judge shall not
be required to be in session, as aforesaid, between the hours of
12 o' cl ock noon and 2 o'clock P. M, nor between the hours of

5:30 o'clock P. M and 7 o'clock P. M |In counties of the second

class the court shall al so appoi nt such nunber of nmaqgi strates or

district justices as it deens necessary to Sit in session in

their offices during the sanme hours as a judge sits in a

judicial district having but one judge. During such period said

court, or in counties of the second class the court nngi strate

or district justice, shall act as a commtting nagistrate for

any violation of the election |aws; shall settle summarily
controversies that may arise with respect to the conduct of the
el ection; shall issue process, if necessary, to enforce and
secure conpliance with the election | aws; and shall decide such
other matters pertaining to the election as may be necessary to
carry out the intent of this act; and in counties of the third
class the court shall have power to appoint additional clerks at
the polling places where needed and requested by the el ection
board: Provided, That for each clerk appointed fromthe majority
political party, a clerk fromthe mnority political party mnust

al so be appoi nt ed.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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