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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 15 “Toas

| NTRODUCED BY SAURVAN, BOYES, BUNT, FISCHER, BOWSER, CIM N,
REBER, GLADECK, OLASZ, NAHI LL, HAGARTY, E. Z. TAYLOR
HERSHEY, VROON, FLICK, SEMVEL, CORNELL, MARKGOSEK, SCHULER
ARGALL, BOOK, JOHNSQN, CLYMER, KUKOVI CH, | TKIN, WOGAN,
SIRIANNI, HERMAN, J. L. WRIGHT, LEVIN, M CQOZZI E, TRUVAN
LASHI NGER AND VESTON, JANUARY 23, 1985

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, JANUARY 23, 1985
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AN ACT

Est abli shing a prescription drug education programfor senior

citizens; inmposing further duties on the Departnents of Aging

and Heal th; and nmaking an appropriation.

Finding that older adults are the |argest users and nost

dependent on nedication in the Coomonweal th and that nationally,

i ndi vi dual s over age 65 represent 11% of the total popul ation
but account for 30% of the total expenditures on drugs, the
CGeneral Assenbly hereby establishes a conprehensive senior
citizen prescription drug education program

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Senior
Citizen Prescription Drug Education Act.
Section 2. Prescription drug education program

The Departnent of Aging, in cooperation with the Departnment
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of Health, shall develop and inplenent a Statew de prescription
drug education program designed to informeligible claimants of
t he dangers of prescription drug abuse and m suse. The
prescription drug education program shall include, but not be
limted to, information concerning the follow ng:

(1) The hazards of prescription drug overdose.

(2) The potential dangers of m xing prescription drugs.

(3) The danger of retaining unused prescription drugs
after the need to take them no | onger exists.

(4) The necessity to carefully question physicians and
phar maci sts concerning the effects of taking prescription
dr ugs.

(5) The advisability of maintaining a prescription drug
profile or other record of prescription drug dosage and
frequency of dosage.

(6) The desirability of advising famly nmenbers of the
types and proper dosage of prescription drugs which are being
t aken.

(7) The dangers of taking prescription drugs in excess
of prescribed dosages.

(8) The need to obtain conplete, detailed directions
fromthe physician or pharmaci st concerning the tine period a
prescription drug shoul d be taken.

Section 3. Appropriation.

The sum of $250, 000, or as nuch thereof as nay be necessary,
is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Aging fromthe State
Lottery Fund on a continuing basis for each fiscal year
commencing July 1, 1985.

Section 4. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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