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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 31 “Toas

| NTRODUCED BY LLOYD, STEI GHNER, KUKOVI CH, KLI NGAVAN, BELFANTI ,
FARGO, SHONERS, CAWEY, PRATT, DeLUCA, SERAFI NI, DeWEESE
MORRI S, HERVAN, ALDERETTE, SWEET, M CHLOVIC, JAROLIN,

KCOSI NSKI', WARGO, DALEY, WOZNI AK AND KASUNI C, MARCH 1, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON FEDERAL- STATE RELATI ONS,
MARCH 14, 1983
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

Menorial i zing Congress to accelerate the rel ease of noney in the
Abandoned M ne Recl amation Fund.

WHEREAS, Public Law 95-87, the Federal Surface M ning Control
and Recl amation Act of 1977, inposed a reclamation fee of 35¢
per ton of coal produced by surface coal mning and a
recl amati on fee of 15¢ per ton of coal produced by underground
m ni ng; and

VWHEREAS, The revenue fromthese reclamati on fees has been
deposited in the Abandoned M ne Reclamation Fund to be used to
carry out the reclamation of |ands and waters which were m ned
for coal or were affected by coal mning, which were abandoned
or left in an inadequate reclamation status prior to August 3,
1977 and for which there is no continuing reclamation
responsi bility under State or other Federal Laws; and

VWHEREAS, Each state is entitled to receive for reclamation

projects a sumequal to 50% of the anpbunt paid into the



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

Abandoned M ne Recl amation Fund on account of coal mned in that
state; and

WHEREAS, The United States Secretary of the Interior is
aut horized to utilize the remai nder of the Abandoned M ne
Recl amati on Fund for reclanmation projects in any state and, to
assist in carrying out those projects, is authorized to allocate
up to 20% of the Abandoned M ne Reclamation Fund to the United
States Secretary of Agriculture for a rural abandoned m ne
program and

WHEREAS, The Secretary of the Interior has been rel easing
funds to the states and allocating funds for a rural abandoned
m ne programat a slower rate than permitted by the Surface
M ning Control and Recl amation Act of 1977; and

WHEREAS, The drop in steel production and in the antici pated
usage of electricity has significantly reduced the denmand for
coal, thereby causing high unenploynment in the coal industry and
in communities dependent upon the coal industry; and

WHEREAS, M ne reclamation projects not only correct
envi ronnent al problens but also help fight the recession by
enabling at | east some coal operators to use their otherw se
i dl e equi prent and workers to carry out those projects and by
creating a demand for the materials used in reclanation; and

WHEREAS, The Reagan Adm ni stration and Congressional | eaders
are considering an accel erated public works jobs program
therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
menorialize the President of the United States and t he Congress
to rel ease the noney in the Abandoned M ne Reclamation Fund at a
substantially accelerated rate for reclamati on prograns by

st at es experiencing high unenploynent in the coal industry and

19830H0031R0324 - 2 -



for a rural abandoned m ne reclanmation programin rural areas
experienci ng high unenploynent in the coal industry; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States, the Secretary of the

Interior, the presiding officers of each house of Congress and
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to each nenber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.

B23L82JRW 19830H0031R0324 - 3 -



