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AN ACT

To provide for the prevention, detection, treatnment and foll owp

of cases of undue | ead absorption and | ead poi soni ng anong

certain children; and maeking an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Statew de program

In accordance with adopted standards consistent with accepted
public health practice and the recommendati ons of the Centers
for Disease Control, the Departnment of Health shall establish a
St at ewi de program for the prevention, screening, diagnosis,
treatment, and nedi cal and environnental followp of cases of
undue | ead absorption and | ead poi soning anong chil dren aged
five years and younger. A summary of the Statew de program shal

be made public.

Section 2. Eligible persons.
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Every child determned to be at risk of undue | ead absorption
and of | ead poisoning according to standards for the Statew de
program adopted by the Departnent of Health shall be eligible
for service under this act.

Section 3. Powers and duties of Departnent of Health.

The Departnent of Health may provide financial support to
State, district, county or |ocal governnmental or private
agencies for the establishnment of |ocal |ead poisoning
detection, treatnent or prevention projects which agree to
provi de screeni ng, diagnostic, treatnent, educational and
foll omup services as required under the standards established
for the Statew de program The departnent shall designate high
risk areas of the Conmonwealth by priority order, which shal
i nclude, as a mninum those conmunities with a popul ati on of
25,000 or nore which have expected percentages of children aged
five or younger with el evated bl ood | evel s higher than the
Commonweal th average and those communiti es designated as bei ng
required to inspect for and regul ate autonobil e exhaust
em ssions in accordance with Federal or State |aw.

Section 4. Annual screening for certain children.

Chil dren aged five and younger who participate under the
Early Periodic Screening, D agnosis and Treatnment (EPSDT)
program shall receive a screening test for undue | ead absorption
and | ead poisoning at | east once during each year the child
recei ves EPSDT services under the Departnent of Public Welfare
Program
Section 5. Annual report.

The Departnent of Health will publish an annual report which
will include, as a mnimum the nunber of children aged five and

younger screened within the year and the nunber found to have
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1 elevated blood | ead |evels.

2 Section 6. Inmunity.

3 No physician, nurse, governnment enployee, agency enpl oyee or
4 other citizen shall be liable for civil danages as a result of
5 an act, or the om ssion of an act, conmtted while rendering

6 services in good faith and in accordance with the provisions of
7 this act.

8 Section 7. Use of funds.

9 Funds provided by this act may not be used to replace |ocal
10 or Federal funding provided for the sanme purposes as funds

11 provided under this act for prograns in existence on the

12 effective date of this act. Commonweal th funds may, however, be
13 wused in addition to Federal or |ocal funds for expansion of

14 current prograns or initiation of childhood | ead poi soning

15 detection, treatnent or prevention prograns in new geographic
16 areas not yet served in the Comobnweal t h.

17 Section 8. Appropriation.

18 The sum of $2, 500,000, is hereby appropriated to the

19 Departnment of Health for the fiscal year July 1, 1984, to June
20 30, 1985, to carry out the purposes of this act.
21 Section 9. Effective date.
22 This act shall take effect July 1, 1984 or, if enacted
23 subsequent to that date, then imedi ately.

F8L35JLW 19840H2327B3254 - 3 -



