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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1985 *5ua”

| NTRODUCED BY PETRARCA, GALLAGHER, D. R WRI GHT, CEI ST AND
PH LLI PS, MARCH 19, 1984

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MARCH 19, 1984
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” Iimting the power of |ocal school
boards over the adm ssion of students on the basis of age.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1304 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, anended January
14, 1970 (1969 P.L.468, No.192), is anended to read:

Section 1304. Adm ssion of Beginners.--(a) The adm ssion of
begi nners to the public schools shall be confined to the first
two weeks of the annual school termin districts operating on an
annual pronotion basis, and to the first two weeks of either the
first or the second senester of the school termin districts
operating on a sem -annual pronotion basis. Adm ssion shall be

limted to beginners who have attained the age of five years and

seven nonths before the first day of Septenber if they are to be
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admtted in the fall, and to those who have attained the age of
five years and seven nonths before the first day of February if
they are to be admtted at the beginning of the second senester.
The board of school directors of any school district may admt
begi nners who are | ess than five years and seven nonths of age,
in accordance with standards prescribed by the State Board of

Educati on. The board of school directors of any school district

shall admt beqgi nners who have conpl eted the ki ndergarten | evel

or its equivalent in another state. The board of school

directors may refuse to accept or retain begi nners who have not
attained a nental age of five years, as determ ned by the
supervi sor of special education or a properly certificated
publ i ¢ school psychol ogi st in accordance with standards

prescri bed by the State Board of Education. No board of school

directors of any school district nmay refuse to accept or retain

begi nners for any other reason.

(b) The term "beginners,"” as used in this section, shal
mean any child that should enter the | owest grade of the prinmary
school or the | owest primary class above the kindergarten |evel.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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