PRINTER S NO. 1657

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1371 %

| NTRODUCED BY SWEET, DALEY, MVERRY, COLAFELLA, ALDERETTE,
VAN HORNE, BURD, SALOOM ANGSTADT, KOWALYSHYN, FI SCHER,
PH LLI PS, BELFANTI, PICCOLA, SEMMEL, COY, STUBAN, WOZNI AK AND
HALUSKA, JULY 21, 1983

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JULY 21, 1983
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), entitled
"An act relating to counties of the third, fourth, fifth,
si xth, seventh and ei ghth classes; anendi ng, revising,
consolidating and changing the laws relating thereto,"
further providing for coroner's investigations.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 1237 of the act of August 9, 1955
(P.L.323, No.130), known as The County Code is anmended to read:
Section 1237. Coroner's Investigations.--The coroner [having

a view of the body] of the county where the cause appears to

have occurred shall investigate the facts and circunstances

concerning [ deaths which appear to have happened within the

county, regardl ess where the cause thereof may have occurred, ]
i nquest thereof should be had, in the foll ow ng cases: (1) Any
sudden, as hereafter defined, violent or suspicious death, (2)

any death wherein no cause of death is properly certified by a
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person duly authorized therefor, (3) any death resulting froma
m ne accident, as directed by law, (4) deaths resulting from
dr owni ngs, cave-ins and subsidences, (5) any stillbirth, or the
deat h of any baby dying within twenty-four hours after its
birth, and, in addition thereto, (6) the death of any
prematurely born infant, wherein the cause of death is not
properly certified by a person duly authorized therefor.

The purpose of the investigation shall be to determ ne
whet her or not there is any reason sufficient to the coroner to
believe that any such death may have resulted fromthe crimna
acts or crimnal neglect of persons other than the deceased,
rat her than from natural causes or by suicide.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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