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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1181 %

| NTRODUCED BY GALLAGHER, FREIND, HARPER, COWELL, BURNS,
E. Z. TAYLOR EVANS, FISCHER, COLAFELLA, DAVI ES, LI VENGOCD
M LLER, TIGUE, LESCOVITZ, STAIRS, WGAE NS, WASS, BATTI STO,
HAGARTY, COY, DALEY, FATTAH, KGCSI NSKlI, HERVAN AND BOCK,
JUNE 7, 1983

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
FEBRUARY 14, 1984
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," providing for nandatory prograrns;
provi di ng for education assessnent testing as a prerequisite
for recei pt of diplom; FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR VOTI NG OF
BOARDS; FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR THE GRANTI NG OF DI PLOVAS; and
maki ng editorial changes.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 290.1 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, is
r epeal ed.
Section 2. Section 1511 of the act, anended July 31, 1968
(P.L.1020, No.301), is anended to read:
Section 1511. [Subjects of Instruction; Flag Code.--1n every
el enentary public and private school, established and mai ntai ned

in this Commonweal th, the follow ng subjects shall be taught, in
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t he English | anguage and from English texts: English, including
spelling, reading and witing, arithmetic, geography, the
history of the United States and of Pennsyl vania, civics,
including loyalty to the State and National Government, safety
education, and the humane treatnent of birds and ani nals,
heal t h, including physical education, and physiol ogy, nusic and
art. Other subjects shall be taught in the public elenmentary
schools and also in the public high schools as nay be prescribed
by the standards of the State Board of Education. Al such

subj ects, except foreign | anguages, shall be taught in the
Engl i sh I anguage and from English texts: Provided, however,
That, at the discretion of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction, the teaching of subjects in a | anguage ot her than
English may be permtted as part of a sequence in foreign

| anguage study or as part of a bilingual education programi f

t he teachi ng personnel are properly certified in the subject
fields. Each school district shall provide and distribute to
each pupil, enrolled in the eighth grade of the public schools,
one illustrated copy of the National Flag Code, and shall, from
time to tinme, nmake avail abl e such copies as are necessary for
repl acenents fromyear to year. It shall be the duty of each
teacher in the public schools to make such use of the code as

may, fromtinme to tine, seem proper.] Prograns or Courses of

Study IN PUBLI C SCHOOLS. --(a) The nmandatory required prograns <—

or courses of study to be offered are as fol |l ows:

(1) At the elenentary school |evel: English, to include

spelling, reading and witing; arithnetic; science; geography;

hi story of the United States and Pennsyl vani a; civics; safety

educati on, including regular instruction in the dangers and

prevention of fires; health and EDUCATI ON: physi cal educati on; <—
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musi c; art; and renedi al prograns.

(2) At the secondary school |evel: English, to include

| anquage, literature, speech and conposition; science, to

i ncl ude EARTH SCI ENCES, bi ol ogy, physics and chem stry; <—

geoqr aphy: social studies, to include civics, econonics, world

hi story, United States history, | NCLUDI NG THE H STORY OF LABCR <—

IN THE UNI TED STATES, and Pennsyl vani a hi story; foreiqgn

| anquages; mat hematics, to i nclude general mathematics and

statistics, alqgebra, geonetry and tri gononetry; conputer

literacy or conputer science; industrial arts; honme econonics;

art: nusic; vocational -techni cal educati on; busi ness educati on;

heal t h and EDUCATI ON; physi cal educati on; and renedi al prograns. <—

The program of heal th and—physieal education shall incl ude <—

i nstructi on concerni ngq the causes, effects, preventi on and

treatnent of drug and al cohol abuse and the undesirability of

t he abuse of these substances.

(3) Al subjects, except foreign | anqguages, shall be taught

in the English | anguage and from English texts in conpliance

with State board requl ati ons and departnent standards. The

t eachi ng of subjects in a | anquage other than Engli sh may be

pernmitted as part of a sequence in foreign | anguage study or as

part of a bilingual education programif the teachi ng personnel

are properly certified in the subject fields.

(4) The General Assenbly acknow edges the inportance of

forei gn | anguage study to the Commpnweal th and the United

States. No student shall be deni ed access to forei gn | anquage

study. Foreign | anguage is an asset to the vocati onal -techni cal

student and busi ness student, as well as the student who wl |

attend col | ege.

(5) Conputer literacy and conputer science nmay be taught as
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part of an el enentary or secondary mandatory required program or

course. School districts are urged to provide instruction in

conputer literacy and conputer science to all students.

(6) Each school district shall provide and distribute to

each student, enrolled in the eighth grade of the public

schools, one illustrated copy of the National Flag Code and it

shall be the duty of each teacher in the public schools to nmake

such use of the code as may, fromtine to tine, seem proper.

(7) The State board shall designate which of the mandat ed

prograns or courses of study shall be required of all students

or of all students in certain grade |evels. PHYSI CAL EDUCATI ON <—

SHALL BE TAUGHT TO EVERY STUDENT EVERY YEAR AT THE ELEMENTARY

AND SECONDARY LEVELS. PHYSI CAL EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS SHALL BE

ADAPTED FOR STUDENTS UNABLE TO PARTI CI PATE I N A REGULAR PROGRAM

(8) Notwi thstandi ng the provisions of clause (7), the

foll owing m ni num courses in grades nine (9) through twelve (12)

are established as a requirenent for hi gh school graduati on:
I 4 : Lich. -
IR I 3. : I s
IR I 3. : ) .

(1) ENGISH FOUR (4) YEARS (FOUR (4) UNITS OF CREDIT). <—

(1) MATHEMATICS, THREE (3) YEARS (THREE (3) UNITS OF

(I11) SCIENCE, THREE (3) YEARS (THREE (3) UNITS OF CREDIT).
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(V) SOCIAL STUDI ES, THREE (3) YEARS (THREE (3) UNITS OF

(V) PHYSI CAL EDUCATION, ONE (1) YEAR (ONE (1) UNIT OF

THE PHRASE "UNIT OF CREDIT" AS USED IN TH' S SECTI ON SHALL BE

DEFINED I N REGULATI ONS OF THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON. The

offering of such courses shall begin in school year 1984-1985

and the requirenent for graduati on shall apply to students

graduating in 1989, and thereafter.

(9) Each | ocal school board shall establish witten policies

pertaining to the assi gnnent of student honmewor k and ot her out

of class requirenments.

(10) EACH SCHOOL DI STRICT SHALL MAKE A REASONABLE EFFORT TO

ENABLE | NTERESTED VOCATI ONAL- TECHNI CAL STUDENTS TO RECEI VE

I NSTRUCTI ON | N THOSE COURSES WHI CH ARE PREREQUI SI TES TO

ADM SSI ON TO THE STATE- OANED AND STATE- RELATED UNI VERSITIES | N

TH' S COMVONVEALTH

(11) EXCEPTIONS TO THE CURRI CULUM REQUI REMENTS CONTAINED I N

TH' S SECTI ON SHALL BE_ CONSI DERED ACCORDI NG TO STANDARDS AND

CRI TERI A ADOPTED BY THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO STATE BOARD OF

EDUCATI ON REGULATI ONS.

(b) As used in this section, the term"renedi al prograns"

shall nean services linmted to students not eliqgible for Federal

conpensatory educati on services or students in attendance areas

not served by Federal conpensatory educati on services. The

renmedi al prograns shall consist of services provided in

accordance with a pl anned course approved by the Departnent of

Education.

Section 3. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 1511.1. Educati on Assessnent Testing; Prerequisite

19830H1181B2542 - 5 -
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for Receipt of Diploma.--(a) The Departnent of Educati on shal

select a mninumof three commercially, nationally devel oped

tests designed to neasure objectively cognitive devel opnent and

educati onal perfornmance in readi ng, granmar, word usage,

arithnetic or mathenmati cs, science and soci al studi es. School

districts shall select fromthe departnent's approved tests such

testing instrunent of their choice to be adm ni stered to al

public school children in this Conmmonwealth in second, fifth,

ei ghth and el eventh grades. Nothing in this act shall prevent

school districts fromtesting at other grade | evels and usi ng

such tests of their choice. However, the Commonweal th shall be

responsi ble only for those costs i ncurred BY SCHOOL DI STRI CTS <—

for the departnent approved tests given in the second, fifth,

ei ghth and el eventh grades UNLESS THE SERVI CES ARE PROVI DED TO <—

NONPUBLI C SCHOCOLS UNDER SECTI ONS 921-A, 922.1-A AND 923-A CF

TH' S ACT. Except for nentally qgifted students as defined in

requl ati ons of the Departnent of Educati on, those students

defi ned as excepti onal under section 1371 shall be exenpt from

the provisions of this section but nay participate at the

witten request of a parent or quardi an. However, any student

with a recogni zed | earning disability, but not defined as

excepti onal under section 1371, shall be given the sane test;

however, such test nmay be adm nistered orally.

(B) PRI VATE AND PAROCHI AL _SCHOOLS SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM THE <—

PROVI SI ONS OF SUBSECTI ON (A). THE SCHOOLS SHALL BE REQUI RED TO

ADM NI STER IN THE ELEVENTH GRADE A COVMERCI ALLY NATI ONALLY

DEVELOPED TEST OF THEIR CHO CE, NOT_DI SAPPROVED BY THE

DEPARTMENT, THAT 1S DESI GNED TO MEASURE OBJECTI VELY COGNI Tl VE

DEVELOPMVENT AND EDUCATI ONAL PERFORMANCE. PRI VATE _AND PAROCHI AL

SCHOOLS SHALL NOTI FY AND PROVI DE THE DEPARTMENT W TH A BRI EF
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DESCRI PTI ON OF THE TEST THE SCHOOL SELECTS PRI OR TO THE

BEG NNI NG OF THE SCHOOL YEAR. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL HAVE THI RTY

(30) DAYS TO REJECT THE TEST. DI SAPPROVAL OF THE TEST BY THE

DEPARTMENT SHALL OCCUR ONLY IF THE TEST IS DEFICIENT IN

VEASURI NG STUDENT ACHI EVEMENT | N READI NG GRAMVAR, WORD USAGE

AND ARI THVETI C OR MATHENATI CS. PRI VATE AND PAROCHI AL_SCHOOLS

SHALL NOTI FY PARENTS OR GUARDI ANS OF THE RESULTS OF THE TEST.

SATI SFACTORY PERFORVANCE ON THE TEST SHALL NOT BE A PREREQUI SI TE

FOR RECEIVING A H GH SCHOOL DI PLOVA UNLESS SUCH A REQUI REMENT | S

ESTABLI SHED BY THE PRI VATE OR PAROCHI AL SCHOQL.

By (C) Tests adm nistered at the second, fifth and ei ghth <—

grade | evels shall be utilized by all school districts to

nmeasure rel ati ve student perfornmance and to assist in the

devel opnent of renedi al educati onal prograns in accordance with

the practices of each | ocal school district. Notw thstandi ng the

testing requi renents established in subsection (a), the

departnent may contract with a recogni zed testi ng service or

test devel opnent firmto establish a criterion reference testing

program for students in the grade | evels specified in this

subsection. The tests shall be desi gned to neasure objectively

cogni ti ve devel opnent and educati onal perfornmance in readi ng,

granmar, word usaqge, arithnetic or mathematics, science and the

social studies. Prior to utilizing the tests the departnent

shall review the tests with the Educati on Committees of the

House of Representatives and the Senate. The departnent shal

provide the required testing as prescribed in subsection (a)

until the criterion reference tests have been devel oped and

revi ewed by the comm ttees.

{e¢) (D) Satisfactory perfornance as determ ned by the <—

departnent on the test adnm nistered in the el eventh grade shal
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be a basic prerequisite for all public, private and parochi al

school students receiving a high school diploma in Pennsyl vani a.

A student failing the el eventh grade test shall i nmedi ately be

pl aced in appropriate renedi al prograns to enabl e successf ul

perfornmance on the test. A student failing the el eventh qgrade

test the first tine shall be permtted to retake the test on a

m ni num of three (3) separate occasi ons, when the district shal

offer it, during the student's seni or year of high school. If a

student fails to pass the test on all of these occasi ons, the

student shall not receive a high school diploma but shal

receive a certificate of attendance upon conpletion of twelfth

grade. Failure to pass the test shall not prevent a student from

repeating twelfth grade. The graduati on requirenents established

herein shall be applicable to the school year commenci ng four

(4) years after the devel opnent or sel ection by the departnent

of appropriate testing instruments. The provisions of this

subsection shall apply to students with |earning disabilities

but not defined as excepti onal under section 1371. STUDENTS <—

ATTENDI NG PRI VATE AND PAROCHI AL SCHOCOLS SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM THE

PROVI SIONS OF THI S SUBSECTI ON.

{d) (E) Results of the test admnistered in the second, <—

fifth, eighth and el eventh grades shall be provided to parents

or quardi ans. The board of school directors in each school

district shall determ ne which school district personnel nay

have access to the test results.

Section 1511.2. Test for Educati onal Excell ence and

Achi evenent . --The State Board of Educati on and the Departnent of

Educati on shall develop and utilize a test to be known as the

Educati onal Excel |l ence and Achi evenent Test to assist districts

in |l ong range pl anni ng. School districts nay participate in the
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Educati onal Excel |l ence and Achi evenent Test and nay utilize any

goal s of excell ence which the State Board of Educati on nay

adopt. However, any qgoals of excell ence adopted by the State

Board of Education shall not be utilized in conjunction with the

prograns and courses of study set forth in section 1511(a)(1)

and (2).
Section 1511.3. Approval and Eval uati on.--The Departnent of

Educati on shall be responsi ble for approval of prograns for all

public el enentary and secondary schools. Approval shall be

granted to a school which certifies that it is in conpliance

with section 1511 of this act. Al public schools shall be

subj ect to evaluation every five (5) years by the departnent for

t he pur pose of program approval .

SECTION 4. SECTION 1704 OF THE ACT, AMENDED JUNE 28, 1951 <—
(P.L.934, NO 180), IS AMENDED TO READ

SECTI ON 1704. JOA NT AUTHORI TY OF BOARDS; TITLE TO
PROPERTY. - - THE AFFAI RS OF JO NT SCHOCLS OR DEPARTMENTS SHALL BE
SUPERVI SED AND DI RECTED (1) JO NTLY BY THE SEVERAL BQARDS OF
SCHOCL DI RECTCORS, ESTABLI SHI NG AND NMAI NTAI NI NG SUCH JO NT
SCHOOLS OR DEPARTMENTS, OR (2) BY A JO NT SCHOOL COW TTEE, AS
PROVI DED | N SECTI ON ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED SEVEN OF THI S
ACT. WHEN THERE |'S NO JO NT SCHOOL COW TTEE, THE SEVERAL BOARDS
OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS ARE HEREBY AUTHCORI ZED TO MEET JO NTLY, AND
EXERCI SE THE SAME POAER AND AUTHORI TY OVER THE SAME AS THE
SEVERAL BOARDS EXERCI SE OVER THE SCHOCOLS | N THEI R RESPECTI VE
DI STRI CTS. WHATEVER MATTER | S REQUI RED BY LAW TO BE DECI DED BY A
VOTE OF THE MAJORITY OF ALL THE DI RECTORS OF A SCHOOL DI STRI CT
SHALL IN A JO NT SCHOOL OR DEPARTMENT BE REQUI RED TO BE DECI DED
BY A VOTE OF TWO- THI RDS OF ALL THE CONSTI TUENT BOARDS COVPRI SI NG
SAI D JO NT OPERATI ON. THE VOTE OF ANY CONSTI TUENT BOARD SHALL BE

19830H1181B2542 - 9 -
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DETERM NED BY A MAJORI TY VOTE OF ALL THE SCHOCOL DI RECTORS

COWPRI SI NG SUCH CONSTI TUENT BOARD. | N ADDI TI ON THERETO, THE
MATTER SHALL HAVE BEEN VOTED FOR BY A MAJORITY OF ALL THE SCHOOL
DI RECTORS OF ALL OF THE CONSTI TUENT BOARDS. ALL VOTI NG ON THE

AFFAI RS OF JO NT_SCHOOLS OR DEPARTMENTS BY THE SCHOOL DI RECTORS

OF THE CONSTI TUENT BOARDS LOCATED I N ALLEGHENY COUNTY SHALL BE

CONDUCTED EI THER | N CONVENTI ON OR BY MAIL BALLOT, WH CHEVER

PROCEDURE THE MAJORITY OF ALL SCHOOL DI RECTORS SELECT. THE TI TLE

TO ANY REAL ESTATE, ACQUI RED FOR THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLI SH NG ANY
SUCH JO NT SCHOCL OR DEPARTMENT, SHALL BE HELD IN THE NAME OF
ONE OR MORE OF THE DI STRI CT ESTABLI SHI NG THE SAMVE, AS THEY MNAY
AGREE.

SECTION 5. SECTI ON 1905 OF THE ACT, AMENDED SEPTEMBER 12,
1961 (P.L.1263, NO 554), IS AVENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 1905. CERTI FI CATE OR DI PLOVA. --ALL SCHOCOL CREDI TS
DERI VED FROM ANY CURRI CULAR COURSE OF STUDY I N THE STANDARD
EVENI NG H GH SCHOOL OF ANY DI STRI CT SHALL BE ACCEPTED BY THE
SCHOCL AUTHORI TI ES OF THAT DI STRICT TOMRD FULFI LLMENT OF THE
REQUI REMENTS FOR GRADUATI ON FROM ANY CURRI CULUM OF ANY DAY
SCHOCL OF CORRESPONDI NG GRADE | N THAT DI STRICT. UPON THE
SATI SFACTORY COVPLETI ON I N THE STANDARD EVENI NG HI GH SCHOCL OF
THE CURRI CULAR COURSES OF STUDY REQUI RED FOR GRADUATI ON FROM ANY
CURRI CULUM OF ANY SCHOOL DI STRI CT BY ANY PERSQN, SUCH PERSON
SHALL BE AWARDED THE APPROPRI ATE SCHOCL CERTI FI CATE OR DI PLOVA
AT THE CLOSE OF THE THEN CURRENT SCHOOL TERM WHENEVER A PERSON

SATI SFACTORI LY COVPLETES THE REQUI REMENTS ON THE HI GH SCHOOL

LEVEL TESTS OF GENERAL EDUCATI ONAL DEVELOPMENT, THE SCHOCL

DI STRICT WH CH THE PERSON LAST ATTENDED SHALL GRANT TO THE

PERSQON, UPON APPLI CATI ON, THE APPROPRI ATE SCHOOL DI PLOVA.

Section 4 6. The provisions of this act are severable. If <—
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any provision of this act or its application to any person or
circunstances is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of this act which can be given
effect without the invalid provision or application.

Section 5 7. This act shall take effect imedi ately, except

section 1511, which shall take effect beginning the 1984-1985

~N~ o o~ W ON

school year.
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