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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1089 =

| NTRODUCED BY NAHI LL, CORNELL, NOYE, LASH NGER, VROON AND FLI CK
MAY 25, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, MNAY 25, 1983
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 21, 1939 (P.L.626, No.294), entitled

"An act providing for and regul ating the assessnent and

val uation of all subjects of taxation in counties of the

second cl ass; creating and prescribing the powers and duties

of a Board of Property Assessnment, Appeals and Revi ew

i mposing duties on certain county and city officers;

abol i shing the board for the assessnment and revision of taxes

in such counties; and prescribing penalties,” providing for
the inposition of fees on assessnent appeals.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 11 of the act of June 21, 1939 (P.L. 626,
No. 294), referred to as the Second C ass County Assessnent Law,
anended Decenber 13, 1982 (P.L.1186, No.272), is anmended to
read:

Section 11. Wen the triennial assessnments shall be fixed,
either for the whole county or in districts thereof, or when the
establ i shed predeterm ned rati o has been changed within the
county, notice of that fact shall be given, by publication in at
| east two newspapers of general circulation in the county, of

the tinme when appeals will be heard and a copy of the
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assessments nmade in boroughs and townshi ps shall be placed in
some public place in each such borough or township by the
assessor. The board shall adopt rules and regul ati ons governi ng
the right to and the hol ding of appeals, and the practice and
procedure thereat. Such rules and regul ati ons shall be
publ i shed, together with the notices of triennial assessnments as
above provi ded.

The board shall provide sinple appeal forns which shal
contain sinple questions clearly expressed, which will require
answers having a direct bearing on the true value of the
property as of the period for which such assessnment was made. No
ot her type of questions shall be contained thereon.

In the year one thousand nine hundred forty-three, the board
shall permt appeals to be taken from assessnents up to and
i ncluding June first, and no later, including all those where
the 1943 taxes have been paid in whole or in part. In subsequent
years, no appeals may be taken from assessnments of properties
within cities of the second class after Novenber fifteenth of
the year preceding the period for which the assessnent becones
effective, and for all other assessnments no appeal shall be
taken after the last day of February of the year in which the
assessnment first becones effective. Al appeals filed with the
board prior to this anmendnent shall be valid, if otherwise in
accordance with existing law. At all appeal hearings, the
property owner or his agent appearing for himshall have the
right to be represented by counsel and to be acconpani ed by
W t nesses or assistants.

Each appeal filed pursuant to this section shall be

acconpani ed by the filing fee prescri bed by this paraqgraph. The

appeal fees shall be as foll ows:
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Classification of Property Mar ket Val ue Fee

(1) Residential all val ues $ 15
(2) Commercial or industrial under $75, 000 $ 50
(3) Commercial or industrial $75, 000 to $300, 000 $100

(4) Commercial or industrial $300, 000 to $1, 000,000 $200

(5) Commercial or industrial $1, 000, 000 and over $300

(6) Al other property al |l val ues $ 25

(7) Al property with appeal

filed within 40 days of

noti ce of change all val ues None

The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to any

political subdivision or any agencies or authorities of such

political subdivision including but not limted to vol unt eer

fire conpani es, rescue conpani es or anbul ance corps. The npbney

generated by these fees shall be used to defray the costs

incurred as a result of the appeals.

If a taxpayer has filed an appeal from an assessnent, so |ong
as the appeal is pending before the board or before a court on
appeal fromthe determ nation of the board, as provided by
statute, the appeal will also be taken as an appeal by the
t axpayer on the subject property for any valuation for any
triennial or intertriennial assessnent subsequent to the filing
of such appeal with the board and prior to the determ nation of
t he appeal by the board or the court. The board shall hold its
heari ngs and make its final determ nation of the subsequent
years in question in the sanme nmanner as for the year or years
for which the original appeal was filed. This provision shall be
applicable to all pending appeals as well as future appeals.

After the hearing of appeals, the board shall take such

action in regard thereto as may be right and proper, and shall,
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1 within ten (10) days thereafter, conplete such action and nmake
2 their determi nations, and i mredi ately give due notice to the

3 appellant by registered nail.
4

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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