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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 997  *ua”

I NTRODUCED BY FREIND, M COZZI E, GLADECK, JOHNSON AND
E. Z. TAYLOR MAY 11, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, MAY 11, 1983
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 24, 1968 (P.L.237, No.111), entitled

"An act specifically authorizing collective bargaining

bet ween policenen and firenmen and their public enployers;

providing for arbitration in order to settle disputes, and

requiring conpliance with coll ective bargai ning agreenents
and findings of arbitrators,” further providing for the

sel ection and conpensation of the third arbitrator.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 4(b) and 8 of the act of June 24, 1968
(P.L.237, No.111), referred to as the Policenen and Firenen
Col | ective Bargaining Act, are anended to read:

Section 4. * * *

(b) The board of arbitration shall be conposed of three
persons, one appointed by the public enployer, one appointed by
t he body of policenen or firemen involved, and a third nmenber to
be agreed upon by the public enployer and such policenen or

firemen. When a political subdivision of the Conmmbnwealth is the

public enployer, the third nenber of the board of arbitration,

wher ever possi ble, shall be a resident of the enpl oyi ng
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political subdivision. If no resident of the enpl oying political

subdivision is avail able, a resident of another political

subdi vision within the county in which the enpl oyi ng political

subdivision is |located shall be chosen. If a county resident is

not available either, a witten expl anation for the

unavai lability of a resident of the political subdivision or the

county shall be nade by the parties at the tine the third

arbitrator is selected. The nmenbers of the board representing

t he public enployer and the policenen or firemen shall be named
within five days fromthe date of the request for the

appoi ntment of such board. If, after a period of ten days from
the date of the appointnent of the two arbitrators appointed by
t he public enployer and by the policenen or firenmen, the third
arbitrator has not been selected by them then either arbitrator
may request the American Arbitration Association, or its
successor in function, to furnish a list of three nenbers of

possi ble, residents of the enpl oying political subdivision or

county, as herein provided, fromwhich the third arbitrator

shall be selected. If no residents of enpl oyi ng subdi vi si on or

county are available, a witten explanation for their

unavai l ability shall be provided by the Anerican Arbitrati on

Associ ation. The arbitrator appointed by the public enployer

shall elimnate one name fromthe list within five days after
publication of the list, follow ng which the arbitrator

appoi nted by the policenen or firenen shall elimnate one nane
fromthe list within five days thereafter. The individual whose
nane remains on the list shall be the third arbitrator and shal
act as chairman of the board of arbitration. The board of

arbitration thus established shall commence the arbitration
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proceedings within ten days after the third arbitrator is
sel ected and shall nake its determnation within thirty days
after the appointnment of the third arbitrator.
Section 8. The conpensation, if any, of the arbitrator
appoi nted by the policenen or firenen shall be paid by them The

conpensation of the [other two arbitrators,] arbitrator

appoi nted by the political subdivision or by the Conmbnweal t h

shall be paid by the enpl oyi ng subdi vi sion or by the

Commpbnweal th, as the case may be. The conpensation of the third

arbitrator, as well as all stenographic and ot her expenses

incurred by the arbitration panel in connection with the

arbitration proceedings, shall be paid equally by the political

subdi vi sion or by the Commonweal th, as the case may be, and by

the policenmen or firenen.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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