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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 895  *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY HERSHEY, MORRIS, PITTS, RUDY, VROON, SCHULER
BOOK, FLICK, SEMVEL, BUNT, PERZEL, KOSI NSKI, GANNON, CLYMER
BURD AND G M SNYDER, MAY 2, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MAY 2, 1983
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing a defense
against civil and crimnal liability for certain tel ephone
compani es.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 8337. Tel ephone conpany, civil and crininal immunity.

(a) Good faith cooperation to be a defense.--Good faith

cooperation by a tel ephone conpany with the request of a | aw

enforcenent official to reroute or divert tel ephone |lines for

the purpose of linmting communi cati ons in enmergency situations

shall be a conplete defense to any crimnal or civil action

agai nst the tel ephone conpany arising fromthat cooperation.

(b) Definitions.--As used in this section the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:




"Energency situation." Any situation in which it is

reasonably believed that hostages have been taken or life is

t hreat ened by the unl awful actions of any individual.

"Law enforcenent official." The Attorney CGeneral, a district

"Tel ephone conpany." | ncludes enpl oyees of tel ephone
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5 attorney or any State or |ocal police.
6
7
8

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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