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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 832 >

| NTRODUCED BY DALEY, KASUNI C, ALDERETTE, TIGUE, BATTI STQ
JARCLI N, PETRARCA, DeLUCA, PRESTON, MARKCSEK, WAMBACH,
FATTAH, CARN, LINTON, KOSI NSKI, RYBAK, CIM N, BOOK, MCALL
COY, TRUVAN, W LLI AM5, BLAUM CAWEY, PISTELLA, BELFANTI
LEHR, MAI ALE, HARPER, DAW DA, TRELLO, GALLAGHER, STEI GANER
CAPPABI ANCA, CORDI SCO, BALDW N, KUKOVI CH, PERZEL, WOGAN,
SEVENTY, MORRI' S, SALOOM PETRONE AND FI SCHER, APRIL 19, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, APRIL 19, 1983
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing a program providing for nedical assistance to the
aged to pay for eye exam nations, eyeglasses, hearing

exam nations and hearing devices with |ottery fund noneys.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Opti cal - Aur al
Assi stance to the Aged Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Copaynment." The sumto be paid by eligible claimants for
ear and eye exam nations, eyeglass prescriptions and hearing aid

prescriptions.

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Aging.



"Eligible claimant.” Any single or nmarried resident of this
Commonweal th 65 years of age and over whose annual incone is
| ess than the maxi num annual incone established by this act, or
any resident under 65 years of age who is dependent on a
resident over 65 years of age whose annual incone is |ess than
t he maxi mum annual incone, if not otherwi se qualified for
assi stance under the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known
as the Public Welfare Code.

"Exami nation.” An eye exam nation or glaucoma test conducted
by a |icensed optonetrist or ophthal nol ogi st, or a hearing
exam nation conducted by a |icensed audi ol ogi st or doctor
specializing in the ear.

"Maxi mum annual income.” A maximum figure of annual incone
fromany source to be used by the departnment to determ ne
claimant eligibility for the program In the case of single
persons, the maxi mum annual incone shall not exceed $7,500 when
t he cl ai mant nmakes a copaynment of $5 for an exam nation or
prescription under the program and shall not exceed $12, 000 when
t he clai mant nmakes a $10 copaynent. In the case of married
persons, the conbi ned annual incones shall not exceed $10, 500
when t he cl ai mant makes a $5 copaynment and shall not exceed
$15, 000 when the clai mant makes a $10 copaynent. The nmaxi mum
| evel of annual incone shall be reviewed annually by the
departnent and adjusted to reflect any increases in the Consumner
Price | ndex.

"Prescribed device." Eyeglasses prescribed by a |icensed
optonetri st or ophthal nol ogi st or hearing aids prescribed by a
I i censed audi ol ogi st or doctor specializing in treating the ear.

"Program " The program of optical -aural assistance to the

aged established by this act.
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"Reasonabl e cost." The cost of prescribed devices or of eye
and ear exam nations which will be funded by this act, as
determ ned by the departnent.

Section 3. Purpose.

This act hereby establishes a programin which noneys from
the State Lottery Fund can be withdrawn fromthe fund by the
department to reinburse eligible claimants in this programfor
expenses they have incurred and either have paid or billed to
recei ve eye exam nations, glaucoma tests, ear exam nations,
hearing tests, eyeglass prescriptions and hearing aid
prescriptions.

Section 4. Initial application and annual renewal.

Application to participate in the programshall be made to
t he departnent which shall process applications in accordance
with this act and shall pronmulgate regulations to enforce this
act. The departnment shall send annual renewal notices to
parti ci pants.

Section 5. Paynents under program

The program shall consist of paynent by the departnent for
t he reasonabl e cost of eye exanmi nations, glaucoma tests, ear
exam nations, hearing tests, eyeglass prescriptions and hearing
aid prescriptions. At the option of the eligible claimant, as
indicated on the initial and renewal application form paynents
may be nade to the eligible claimnt upon presentation by the
claimant to the departnment of a receipt or certified copy of a
recei pt for the care provided, or paynments may be nmade directly
to the care-provider upon presentation by the care-provider to
the departnent of a bill. The department will deduct the anmount
of copaynent to be made by the claimant fromthe anmount

rei nbursed by the departnment. Rei nbursenent for eyegl asses and
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1 hearing aid prescriptions will be nade only if the prescribed
2 device is Amrerican nade.

3 Section 6. Notice of nonparticipation.

4 Any care-provider choosing not to participate in this program
5 shall post a conspicuous notice of nonparticipation on its

6 prem ses.

7 Section 7. Coordination of eligibility.

8 Any ot herwi se eligible claimnt whose eye and ear care is

9 wholly covered by any other plan of assistance or insurance

10 shall be ineligible for assistance under this act.

11 Section 8. Funding.

12 (a) Excess lottery noneys.--Funding for the program

13 established by this act shall be fromany excess funds existing
14 in the State Lottery Fund after paynent of all obligations

15 arising under the act of March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), known
16 as the Senior Citizens Rebate and Assi stance Act, on an annual
17 basis.

18 (b) Appropriation.--The General Assenbly nay appropriate
19 General Fund noneys to fund in whole or in part the program
20 established by this act.
21 Section 9. Penalty for fraud.
22 (a) Care-provider fraud.--It is unlawful for any person to
23 defraud the Commonweal th by submtting to the departnent bills
24 purporting to charge for eye exami nations, glaucoma tests, ear
25 exam nations, hearing tests, eyeglasses or hearing aids for
26 eligible persons if such care was not provided to that person.
27 (b) Eligibility fraud.--It is unlawful for any person to
28 defraud the Commonweal th by m srepresenting to the departnment
29 facts pertaining to his eligibility to participate in the

30 programor by using evidence of his eligibility to obtain
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rei mbursenent for care provided to another person not eligible
for the program

(c) Penalty.--A person violating this section conmts a
summary of fense and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay
a fine of $100 for each violation. Fines collected shall becone
part of the General Fund and shall be designated for use in this
program

Section 10. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect July 1, 1983.
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