PRINTER S NO. 673

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 605 5

I NTRODUCED BY TI GUE, BELARDI AND CAWEY, MARCH 23, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, MARCH 23, 1983
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 20, 1974 (P.L.551, No.190), entitled
"An act relating to the right to practice nedicine and
surgery in the Comonweal th of Pennsylvani a; and establi shing
means and net hods whereby the right to practice nedicine and
surgery and any of its branches and Iimted right to practice
nmedically related acts may be obtai ned, and exenptions
t herefrom inposing powers and duties on the State Board of
Medi cal Education and Licensure; providing for appropriation
of board fees to carry out the provisions thereof, and for
the granting, revocation and suspension of |icenses;
provi ding penalties for violations; and naking repeal s, "
defining "foreign nmedical college"; and further providing for
the definition of "clinical clerk"; and further establishing
standards for nmedical training and facilities.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2(7) of the act of July 20, 1974
(P.L.551, No.190), known as the Medical Practice Act of 1974, is
amended and a clause is added to read:

Section 2. Definitions.--As used in this act, the follow ng
terms shall have the follow ng nmeanings ascribed to themin this

section unless the context clearly determ nes ot herw se:

* * %



(2.1) "Foreign nedical college.” A nedical school |ocated

outside the United States and Canada, which is |listed by the

Wrld Health Organi zation, or its successor or which is

ot herwi se recogni zed as a nedi cal school by the conpetent

authorities of the jurisdiction in which it is | ocated.

* * %

(7) "dinical clerk.” An undergraduate student in a nedi cal

college, or a qualifying United States citizen who is an

under graduate student in a foreign nedical college, who is

assi gned under the auspi ces of the school in which he is

currently enroll ed to nake notes upon patient histories [and],

to conduct physical exam nations and to perform certain nedical

procedures and | aboratory tests under supervision of a nenber of

the hospital staff for the sole purpose of instruction and

experience [or], and who nmay nake notes or patient nedical

records which becone official only when edited and countersi gned
by a nenber of the hospital staff who is |licensed pursuant to
this act. Nothing contained in this act shall be construed to
entitle a clinical clerk to practice nedicine and surgery or to

prescribe drugs or to practice nedicine beyond that which is

aut hori zed by this section.

* * %

Section 2. Section 5(c) of the act is anended to read:

Section 5. Standards for Medical Training and
Facilities.--* * *

(c) Any nedical institutions enpowered by the Commonweal t h
to confer academ c degrees in nedicine which in the judgnent of
the board: (i) fail to provide proper facilities[, or]; (ii)
fail to maintain the mnimumrequirenments for accreditation; or

(iii) discrimnate in any way adai nst a hospital which
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participates in a clinical clerkship programw th a foreign

nedi cal college shall be duly notified of such failure or

discrimnation. Until such deficiencies or acts of

di scrimnation are corrected, graduates of such institutions

shall be ineligible for licensure and/ or graduate nedi cal
trai ni ng.

* * %

Section 3. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 6. 2. Forei gn Medi cal Students Serving dinical

Clerkships.--(a) An individual enrolled as an under graduate

student in a foreign nedical college may serve as a clinical

clerk in a Pennsyl vania hospital eliqgible to accept such

students as clinical clerks under subsection (c) if the foreign

medi cal col | ege:

(1) is structurally definable as an acadenic unit;

(2) offers an educati onal program the structure and content

of which provides a foundation in the basic and clini cal

(3) maintains a qualified faculty sufficient to provide

sati sfactory instruction in the basic and clinical sciences;

(4) nmaintains or has access to facilities which are

quantitatively and qualitatively adequate to provide a

foundation in the basic and clinical sciences;

(5) is conposed of an adninistrative system appropriate to

the goal of providing a conpetent nedi cal educati on;

(6) has submtted infornmation to an eliqgi bl e Pennsyl vani a

hospital and the board whi ch establishes to the sati sfacti on of

the hospital and the board that it has net the criteria set

forth in clauses (1) through (5); and

(7)) has submtted to an eligi bl e Pennsyl vani a hospital and
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the board a clinical clerkship program acceptable to the

hospital and the board which is designed to provide the student

with a foundation in the nethods and skills utilized in clinical

medi ci ne.

(b)Y Each undergraduate student enrolled in a forei gn nedi cal

college shall, as a prerequisite to serving as a clinical clerk

in a Pennsyl vani a hospital:

(1) obtain a satisfactory score on the Mdi cal Sciences

Knowl edge Profil e exam nati on, or other exani nati on approved by

t he board; and

(2) have successfully conpleted at | east two years

underqgraduate training in an eligible forei gn nedi cal coll ege.

(c) Al clinical clerkships authorized by this secti on shal

be served only in Pennsyl vania hospitals offering at | east two

resi dency prograns in the areas of famly practice, internal

medi ci ne, general surgery or pediatrics which are accredited by

the Accreditati on Council on G aduate Medi cal Education, or its

successor, or which is part of such programthrough affiliations

approved by said council or its successor. Each cl erkshi p shal

be served in a clinical subject in which the hospital has an

accredi ted residency program Every hospital which partici pates

in clinical clerkship prograns authorized by this secti on shal

establish, maintain and fromtine to tine revise nm ni num

accept abl e standards of performance to be net by each clinical

clerk. Each program subnitted to the board under subsection

(a)(6) shall specify, as a condition of board approval, that no

credit will be given by the hospital or foreign nedical coll ege

for clerkships in which the m ni num accept abl e st andards of

performance are not net.

(d) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to
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1 prohibit foreign nedical students who are registered, on a

2 tenporary basis, in a nedical college fromserving as clinica

3 clerks in Pennsylvania hospitals under a clinical clerkship

4 program nmaintained as part of the undergraduate curricul um of

5 the nedical college in which the foreign nedical student is

6 tenporarily registered.

7 (e) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to

8 require any hospital to accept foreign nedical students as

9 clinical clerks.

10 (f) The board nmay, in the manner provided by |law, pronul gate
11 the rules and regul ations reasonably necessary to carry out this
12 section. Rules and requl ations proposed by the board shall be

13 subject to the act of June 25, 1982 (P.L.633, No.181), known as

14 the "Requlatory Review Act."

15 (g) It is the intent of the General Assenbly that this

16 section be construed liberally in order to ensure the

17 establishnment of an accessible, viable programthrough which

18 United States citizens who are students enrolled in foreign

19 nedical schools nmay obtain clinical training in Pennsylvani a
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Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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