PRINTER S NO. 477

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 416 5

| NTRODUCED BY SAURVAN, SIRIANNI, MRKONIC, CITM N, CLYMER
M LLER, COSLETT, PITTS, HERVAN, NOYE, CGRUPPO, WOGAN, FLI CK,
ARTY, COLAFELLA, OLASZ, PETERSQON, HERSHEY, ARMSTRONG VROQON,
WASS, D. W SNYDER AND CESSAR, MARCH 16, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 16, 1983
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes, adding an offense; and providing a
penal ty.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 5903. 1. Distribution of indecent nmaterials by cable

t el evi si on system

(a) Ofense defined.--No person shall by neans of a cable

tel evi sion system knowi ngly distri bute any i ndecent materi al by

wire or cable to subscribers of the system or know ngly provide

any i ndecent material for distribution.

(b) Presunption.--A person is presuned to have know edge of

the character or nature of material if the person has actual

notice of the nature of the material, whether or not the person

has precise notice of its contents.




(c) Gading.--A person who viol ates subsection (a) conmits a

m sdeneanor of the first degree.

(d) Definitions.--As used in this section the foll ow ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Community standards." The standards of the community

enconpassed within the territorial area covered by a cable

t el evi sion franchi se.

"Distribute.”" Send, transnmit, retransnt or otherw se pass

t hrough a cabl e tel evi sion system

"I ndecent material." Muterial which is a representati on or

ver bal description of a hunman sexual or excretory organ or

function, nudity, ultimte sexual acts (normal or perverted or

actual or sinmulated) or masturbati on and whi ch under

contenporary community standards for cable television is

patently offensive.

"Knowi ngly." Having knowl edge of the character or nature of

the material involved.

"Material." Any visual material shown on a cabl e tel evi sion

system whether or not acconpani ed by a soundtrack, or any sound

recordi ng pl ayed on a cable tel evision system

"Person." An individual, partnership, association or

corporation. The termincludes a franchi see.

"Provide." Supply for use.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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