PRINTER S NO. 356

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 312  *ua”

I NTRODUCED BY HOEFFEL AND PI CCOLA, MARCH 14, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 14, 1983
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Novenber 22, 1978 (P.L. 1166, No.274),
entitled "An act establishing the Pennsylvania Conm ssion on

Crime and Del i nquency, providing for its powers and duties

establishing several advisory comrittees within the

comm ssion and providing for their powers and duties,"”

authorizing a crinme prevention program providing for

techni cal and financial assistance to | aw enforcenent

agenci es; and nmaki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The preanble of the act of Novenber 22, 1978
(P.L.1166, No.274), referred to as the Pennsyl vani a Com ssi on
on Crime and Delinquency Law, is anended to read:

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and decl ares that:

(a) crime and delinquency are essentially State and | ocal
pr obl ens;

(b) crime and delinquency are conpl ex social phenonena
requiring the attention and efforts of the crimnal justice
system State and | ocal governnents, and private citizens alike;

(c) the establishnent of appropriate goals, objectives and
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standards for the reduction of crine and delinquency and for the
adm ni stration of justice nust be a priority concern;

(d) the functions of the crimnal justice system nmust be
coordi nated nore efficiently and effectively;

(e) the full and effective use of resources affecting State
and local crimnal justice systens requires the conplete
cooperation of State and | ocal governnment agencies; [and]

(f) training, research, evaluation, technical assistance and
publ i c education activities nmust be encouraged and focused on
the inmprovenent of the crimnal justice systemand the
generation of new nethods for the prevention and reduction of
crinme and del i nquency[.];

(g) the efforts of police to conbat the i nci dence of crine

are enhanced substantially when conmmuniti es take steps to reduce

the opportunity for crine through effective police | eadership in

crine prevention planning, public education and the responsible

organi zati on of conmunity resources; and

(h) it is in the public interest for the Commobnwealth to

establish a central crine preventi on programto provide

| eadershi p and techni cal and financi al assi stance to police

agenci es to devel op and maintain conmunity crine prevention

initiatives.

Section 2. Section 1 of the act is anmended by addi ng
definitions to read:
Section 1. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

* * %

"Crine prevention." The elimnation or reduction of the
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1 opportunity for crimnal activity through the initiatives of

2 agencies of local and State governnent undertaken in cooperation
3 wth nenbers of the public.

4 "Local | aw enforcenent agency." A police departnent created
5 by a nunicipality pursuant to statute.

6 "State | aw enforcenent agency." The Pennsylvania State

7 Police.

8 Section 3. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

9 Section 3.1. Duties of the conmmi ssion relative to crine

10 prevention.

11 The conmi ssion shall have the power and its duty shall be:
12 (1) To develop Statewide strategies to inplenent crine
13 prevention prograns at the State and |ocal |evel.

14 (2) To review State agency plans to ensure the

15 coordi nation of the delivery of crinme prevention services.
16 (3) To develop, coordinate and adm ni ster basic and

17 specialized crine prevention related training prograns for
18 State and local |aw enforcenent agency personnel on current
19 i ssues and techniques in the field of crine prevention.
20 (4) To provide | eadership and on-site technical
21 assi stance services to State agencies and | ocal | aw
22 enf orcenent _agencies in devel oping and inplenenting crine
23 prevention prograns.
24 (5) To design, develop and nake available to State
25 agenci es and | ocal | aw enforcenent agencies the current
26 literature, publications and basic tools appropriate for the
27 effective inplenentation of crinme prevention prograns.
28 (6) To pronote the involvenent of conmunity
29 organi zations in the devel opnent and inplenentation of crine
30 prevention prograns.
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(7) To submt, on a biennial basis, a report to the

Governor and the General Assenbly concerning the status of

crine prevention prograns throughout the State.

Section 3.2. Crine prevention financial assi stance.

(a) Applications.--The conm ssion shall solicit and receive

applications fromlocal |aw enforcenent agencies for financial

assi stance to i nplenent crine preventi on prograns and all ocate

State funds to such applicants in accordance with the provisions

of applicable statutes and requl ati ons.

(b) State Police applications.--The Pennsyl vani a St ate

Police may apply for and receive financial assistance under the

provi sions of this section for the inplenentati on of crine

preventi on prograns in:

(1) an area of the Commonweal th for which the State

Poli ce serves as the principal | aw enforcenent agency; or

(2) a nunicipality for which the chief of the |ocal |aw

enforcenent agency has nade a witten request to the State

Police to provide the principal coverage for crine prevention

servi ces.

(c) Assurances and plan.--An application for financial

assi stance under the provisions of this section shall contain

assurances that the applicant will submt senm -annual reports on

the progress of its crine prevention activities and will conply

wi th such other requirenments that the comm ssi on nay reasonably

adopt. The application shall also include a crinme prevention

services plan containing, as a mininum all of the foll ow ng

(1) A description of the types of crine prevention

activities proposed to be conducted by the applicant and a

specification of the nature and extent of the direct
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1 participation of conmunity organi zations in the proposed

2 activities.

3 (2) A description of the nature and extent of

4 participation by persons representing the business comunity
5 in the proposed activities and a specification of those

6 proposed activities which are intended to have an inpact upon
7 those crines affecting the |ocal business comunity.

8 (3) A specific identification of the nature and types of
9 crinmes upon which the proposed activities are intended to

10 i npact _and the level of inpact the activities are projected
11 t o _achi eve.

12 (4) A description of the geographic area w thin which

13 t he proposed activities will be prinmarily conduct ed.

14 (d) Approval of application.--The conm ssion nmay not approve
15 an application for financial assistance under this section
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17 (1) the application has been duly authorized and

18 approved in witing by the chief executive officer of the

19 nuni ci pality served by a |local |aw enforcenent agency

20 applicant or by the Conm ssioner of the State Police in the
21 case of a State |aw enforcenent agency application; and

22 (2) the application has been revi ewed and comment ed upon
23 by an advisory committee conposed of not less than ten

24 residents of the nmunicipality to be served under the

25 application. The advisory conmittee referred to in this

26 par agr aph _shal | be appointed by the chief executive officer
27 of the municipality served by a |ocal |aw enforcenent agency
28 applicant or by the Commanding Oficer of the State Police
29 installation for the jurisdiction to be served in the case of
30 a State | aw enforcenent agency application and shall be
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fairly representative of the interests of residents and

busi ness in the nmunicipality.

(e) Allocation of funds.--The conmm ssi on shall nmake

avai |l abl e not | ess than 80% of the State funds appropri ated

assi stance to State and | ocal | aw enforcenent agencies for the

paynent of up to 50% of the sal ari es of enpl oyees of such

agenci es, but not fringe benefits, overti ne conpensati on or

1
2
3
4
5 annually for the adnm nistration of this section for financial
6
7
8
9

bonuses, for a period not to exceed two years, provided such

10 enpl oyees:

11 (1) are assigned responsibility on a full-tine basis for
12 devel oping and inplenenting crine prevention prograns_as

13 defined in this section in cooperation with conmunity

14 resi dents and busi nessnen; and

15 (2) have satisfactorily conpleted courses of instruction
16 required by the conmm ssion and have been certified by the

17 conmi Ssion_as crinme prevention program specialists.

18 (f) Conmi ssion use of funds.--The conmi ssion may retain the

19 bal ance of the State funds appropriated annually for the

20 administration of this section for the foll owi ng purposes:

21 (1) To pay the costs of the conmission's crine

22 prevention training prograns.

23 (2) To underwite the conm ssion's procurenent and

24 distribution of crinme prevention related training materials
25 and technical equipnent to State and | ocal | aw enforcenent
26 agencies, but the conm ssion rmay require each such agency to
27 pay up to 50% of the cost of naterials and equi prnent

28 furnished to it at its request.

29 (g) Gant administration.--Gants of financial assistance

30 nmde under this section shall be subject to the provisi ons of
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section 3(4) and (5).

Section 4. The sum of $600, 000, or as mnuch thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby specifically appropriated to the
Pennsyl vani a Conmi ssion on Crinme and Del i nquency, for the fiscal
year July 1, 1983 to June 30, 1984, to carry out the provisions

of this act.
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Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 1983.
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