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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 238 %%

I NTRODUCED BY J. L. WRI GHT, KUKOVI CH, RYBAK, NAHI LL, BOOK, ARTY,
ALDERETTE, BURNS, M| NTYRE AND RElI NARD, FEBRUARY 16, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, FEBRUARY 16, 1983
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AN ACT
Amending Title 66 (Public Uilities) of the Pennsylvania
Consol idated Statutes, providing for certain needs of the
deaf or severely hearing inpaired.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 66 of the Pennsyl vania Consoli dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 1510. Servicing needs of deaf or severely hearing inpaired.

The conm ssion shall inplement a program whereby each

t el ephone utility shall provide a tel econmuni cati ons devi ce

capabl e of servicing the needs of the deaf or severely hearing

i npai red, together with a single party line, to any subscri ber

who is certified as deaf or severely hearing i npaired by a

| i censed physician or audi ol ogist or a qualified Commonweal th

agency. The comm ssion shall establish a sliding fee scale for

the rental of the devices based on the i nconme of the deaf or

severely hearing i npaired person. Deaf or severely hearing

i npai red persons havi ng an annual household i ncone of | ess than




$9, 000 shall be provided with a device at no charge. The

commi ssion shall establish a rate recovery nechanismto all ow

section which are not recovered through the sliding fee scal e.

1
2
3 telephone utilities to recover any costs incurred under this
4
5

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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