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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 58 “Toas

| NTRODUCED BY M LLER, JANUARY 25, 1983

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 24, 1983
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AN ACT

Creating the Pennsyl vani a Adopti on Cooperative Exchange;
prescribing responsibilities; requiring certain agencies to
cooperate with the exchange; and providing for regul ations
and staff.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1.

Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Pennsyl vani a

Adopt i on Ceeperation COOPERATI VE Exchange Act.

Section 2.

Creation of Pennsylvania Adoption Cooperative

Exchange.

There is hereby created within the Ofice of Children and

Yout h of the Departnent of Public Welfare a Pennsyl vani a

Adopti on Cooperative Exchange, referred to in this act as

"PACE. "

Section 3.

Responsibilities and duti es.

PACE shall be responsible for:

(1)

The review—analysis REG STRATI ON, REVI EW and
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referral of children for whom parental rights have been
term nated. CH LDREN FOR VWHOM PARENTAL RI GHTS HAVE NOT BEEN <—
TERM NATED, BUT FOR WHOM ADOPTI ON | S PLANNED PENDI NG THE
| DENTI FI CATI ON OF AN ADOPTI VE FAM LY MAY ALSO BE REGQ STERED
W TH PACE AS AVAI LABLE FOR ADCPTI QN, HOAEVER | NFORMATI ON
ABOQUT THESE CHI LDREN SHALL NOT BE PUBLI Cl ZED W THOUT PRI OR
APPROVAL BY THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN, YOUTH AND FAM LI ES OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C VEELFARE.

(2) The accumul ati on and di ssem nation of information
regarding all children for whom parental rights have been
term nated in this Commonwealth.

(3) The creation and adm nistration of a public
i nformati on program designed to inform potential adoptive
parents of the need for adoptive homes for children
regi stered with PACE.

(4) The preparation and distribution of a photographic
listing service on children registered with PACE. Whenever <—

he child i L il i

ellildl eA—S—hanes Sllall be forwad ded t-o—PACE by Elle age“ey'
ik ot | Loy : hich the child i

not—to—beplacedonthetistingserviece— A CH LD 12 YEARS OR <—
OLDER WHO W LL NOT CONSENT TO ADOPTIQN, OR A CH LD FOR WHOM

TERM NATI ON OF PARENTAL RI GHTS |'S BEI NG APPEALED I N A COURT,
SHALL NOT BE REG STERED W TH PACE AS AVAI LABLE FOR ADGCPTI ON.
| DENTI FYI NG | NFORVATI ON OF SUCH CHI LDREN SHALL BE FORWARDED
TO PACE BY THE AGENCY, W TH REFERENCE TO THE SPECI FI C REASON
FOR WHICH THE CHILD IS NOT TO BE PLACED ON THE LI STI NG

SERVI CE.

(5) The preparation of periodic reports concerning
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Seeretary—ofPublH-eWelfare— FUNCTI ONS OF PACE REGARDI NG THE  <—
CH LDREN AND THE PROSPECTI VE PARENTS LI STED W TH PACE. SUCH

REPORTS SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
HEALTH AND WELFARE AND JUDI CI ARY COW TTEES, AND ALSO TO THE
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SENATE PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE AND JUDI CI ARY COW TTEES, AS
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VWELL AS TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT
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OF PUBLI C VELFARE.
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(6) The coordination of its aetiwities FUNCTIONS with <—
ot her state, national—andregional REG ONAL AND NATI ONAL <—

adopti on exchanges.
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Section 4. Public and private agenci es cooperation.
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Al H-eensed public and LI CENSED private child service <—

agenci es wH—berequiredto SHALL register all children with <—
PACE for whom parental rights have been term nated for 90 days
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and for whomno report of intention to adopt has been filed in

N
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the court of common pleas. ANY PUBLI C AND LI CENSED PRI VATE <—
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AGENCI ES MAY REG STER OTHER CHI LDREN AS SET FORTH I N SECTI ON

N
N

3(1).
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Section 5. Related agencies activities.

Fhe—provisions—of—this TH S act shall not be construed to <—

limt or delay actions by agencies or institutions to arrange

for adoptions er—institutions—to—-arrangefor—adoptions or ot her <—

related matters on their own initiative. They shall not alter or
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restrict the duties, authority and confidentiality of the

N
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agencies and institutions in those matters.
30 Section 6. Regulations and staff.
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The Departnent of Public Welfare shall pronul gate necessary
regul ations and shall hire the staff which is necessary to
i npl enent this act.
Section 7. AppHeatien RETROACTI VE APPLI CATI ON of act. <—
This act shall apply RETROACTIVELY to all children for whom <—
parental rights have been term nated for 90 days and for whom no
report of intention to adopt has been filed in the court of
common pl eas. prtor—totheeffeetivedateof thisaet— | T SHALL <—
ALSO APPLY TO ALL CHI LDREN FOR WHOM PARENTAL RI GHTS HAVE NOT
BEEN TERM NATED BUT FOR WHOM ADOPTI ON | S PLANNED PENDI NG THE
| DENTI FI CATI ON OF AN ADOCPTI VE FAM LY. CH LDREN FOR WHOM PARENTAL
Rl GHTS HAVE NOT BEEN TERM NATED WHO ARE REFERRED TO PACE SHALL
BE REGQ STERED. PACE SHALL NOT PUBLI Cl ZE THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF
THESE CHI LDREN UNTI L PARENTAL RI GHTS HAVE BEEN TERM NATED
W THOUT PRI OR APPROVAL BY THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN, YOUTH AND
FAM LI ES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C WELFARE.
Section 8. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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