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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1975 =%

| NTRODUCED BY MARM ON, FLECK, HElI SER, WESTON, RASCO AND CESSAR,
OCTOBER 19, 1981

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON LI QUOR CONTROL, OCTOBER 19, 1981
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AN ACT
Aut hori zing certain nmunicipalities to regulate certain
establ i shnents which permit liquor to be consumed on the
prem ses.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Legislative intent.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
hereby finds that many places of business permt patrons to
bring their own |iquor onto the business prem ses and consune
the liquor. These places of business are not |icensed or
regul ated by the Pennsylvani a Liquor Control Board. To place
t hese establishnents under the supervision of the Pennsyl vani a
Li quor Control Board woul d increase an al ready overburdened
agency's workl oad. The General Assenbly believes it would be in
the best interest of the people of this Coomonwealth for the
supervi sion of these so called "bottle clubs” to be under | ocal
muni ci pal control

Section 2. Definitions.
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"Bottle club.” A place of assenbly owned, maintained or
| eased by a person for profit in which no Iiquors are sold but
where patrons are permtted to bring |iquor upon the prem ses
for their own use and consunpti on.

"Liquor." Includes any al coholic, spirituous, vinous,
fermented or other al coholic beverage, or conbination of |iquors
and m xed liquor a part of which is spirituous, vinous,
fermented or otherw se alcoholic, including all drinks or
dri nkabl e |iquids, preparations or m xtures, and reused,
recovered or redistilled denatured al cohol usable or taxable for
beverage purposes which contain nore than one-half of one
percent of al cohol by volunme, except pure ethyl alcohol and nalt
or brewed beverages.

“"Municipality.” Any city, town, township, borough and any
home rule municipality. The term "nunicipality" shall not
i nclude counties, home rule or otherw se.

"Person.” Any individual, corporation, partnershinp,
associ ation, conpany or any other entity, excluding any
political subdivision
Section 3. Areas of regul ation.

(a) Any nunicipality may adopt an ordi nance pertaining to
the regul ation of bottle cl ubs.

(b) If a municipality does enact an ordi nance regul ating
bottle clubs it may only regul ate the operation of bottle clubs
in the follow ng areas

(1) hours of operation;

(2) quantities of liquor which may be brought onto the
prem ses;

(3) the amount of liquor which may be consuned by each

person or patron; and
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(4) requirenment that food be served and avail able for
pur chase.
Section 4. Fees.
If a municipality adopts an ordi nance regul ating bottl e cl ubs
it my include a licensing requirenent for which it may charge a
fee which shall be reasonably related to the cost of regul ation.

Section 5. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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