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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1794 >3

I NTRODUCED BY JOHNSON, BELFANTI, GRI ECO, ALDEN, M CHLOVI C,
PERZEL, SALVATORE, KUKOVI CH, ZW KL AND BOWSER, SEPTEMBER 15,
1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, SEPTEMBER 15, 1981
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AN ACT
Providing for prograns relating to the prevention and control of
abuse of the elderly, providing aid to victins of such abuse
and providing further duties of the Departnment of Aging.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Elderly
Assi stance Act."

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Abuse."” The willful infliction of injury, unreasonable
confinenment, intimdation or cruel punishment with resulting
physi cal harmor pain or nental anguish, or the wllful
deprivation by a caretaker of goods or services which are
necessary to avoi d physical harm nental anguish or nental

illness.
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"Caretaker.” An individual who has the responsibility for
the care of an elder, either voluntarily, by contract, receipt
of paynment for care as a result of famly relationship or by
order of court.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Aging.

"Elder"” or the "elderly."” A person or persons who has
attained the age of 60 years.

"Exploitation.” The illegal or inproper act or process of a
caretaker using the resources of an elder for nonetary or
per sonal benefit, profit or gain.

"Neglect." The failure to provide for oneself the goods or
services which are necessary to avoid physical harm nental
angui sh or nmental illness or the failure of a caretaker to
provi de such goods or services.

"Physical harm" Bodily pain, injury, inpairnment or disease.
Section 3. Mandatory reporting.

Any person havi ng know edge of known or suspected abuse,
negl ect or exploitation of an elderly person shall nake a pronpt
report of same to the departnment. The departnent shall devise a
conveni ent Statew de reporting systemfor the collection of
t hese reports.

Section 4. Imunity.

Any person nmaking a report under section 3 shall be immne
fromcivil liability or crimnal prosecution unless such report
is fraudul ent and nade with malice or the person nmaki ng same has
vi ol ated any provision of 18 Pa.C. S. Ch.49 Subch. A (relating to
perjury and falsification in official matters).

Section 5. Departnental action.
Upon receipt of a report as provided in section 3, the

departnment shall make an investigation of the matter and attenpt
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1 to resolve sanme through the appropriate State or | ocal agency,
2 the district attorney or through referral to a private attorney
3 or legal aid organization.

4 Section 6. Confidentiality.

5 Reports made under section 3 shall not be open to the general
6 public, but the departnent may nake and publish statistical

7 conpilations which do not identify individual victinms.

8 Section 7. Ceneral duties of the departnent.

9 (a) Duties enunerated.--The departnment shall:

10 (1) Devise and operate a Statew de program for

11 assistance to the elderly relating to the prevention,

12 anelioration and treatnent of abuse, neglect and

13 expl oi tati on.

14 (2) Coordinate the programw th | aw enforcenent

15 officials, State agencies providing services to the elderly,
16 | egal aid organizations and State and | ocal senior citizens
17 or gani zati ons and agenci es.

18 (3) Operate the programso as to conformw th Federal
19 requi renents and to neet standards for Federal funding.
20 (b) Rules and regulations.--The departnment shall, in the
21 manner provided by |aw, promul gate the rules, regulations and
22 fornms necessary to carry out this act.
23 Section 8. Effective date.
24 This act shall take effect in six nonths.
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