PRINTER S No. 2107

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1775 =%

I NTRODUCED BY CEI ST, PUNT, GLADECK, CGRUPPO, CIM N, GRI ECO
CUNNI NGHAM  VROON, LASHI NGER, TRELLO, COCHRAN, CLARK, DAW DA
DAVI ES AND M COZZI E, JULY 21, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, JULY 21, 1981
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare | aws of the Comonweal th,"” providing for a welfare
scrip program subject to | egislative oversight.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The definition of "assistance" in section 402,
act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known as the "Public
Wl fare Code," anmended July 15, 1976 (P.L.993, No.202), is
amended to read:
Section 402. Definitions.--As used in this article:
"Assi stance" means noney, Sscrip, services, goods, shelter,
burial and nmedical, chiropractic and other health care,
i ncl udi ng nursing hone care provided fromor with State,
Federal, county, county institution district or municipal funds,
for needy persons who reside in Pennsylvania and need assi stance

to provide for thensel ves and their dependents a decent and

heal t hful standard of |iving, and for needy honel ess or
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transi ent persons.

* * %

Section 2. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 475. Wlfare Scrip Program--(a) For the year

January 1, 1982 to Decenber 31, 1982, the departnent shall make

general assi stance cash grant paynents by check for fifty

percent of the grant and by welfare scrip for the renmai ni ng

fifty percent of the grant or by welfare scrip for one hundred

percent in a pilot programinvol ving approxi mately fifteen

percent of its casel oad. The departnment shall determ ne whet her

to apply the pilot program Statewide or in a given area of the

Commpnweal t h.

(b)) Welfare scrip shall not be accepted in State |iquor

stores, establishnents having liquor or malt and brewed bever age

li censes or for the purchase of firearns.

(c) Welfare scrip shall be printed by the departnent by a

nondupl i cabl e net hod.

(d) The recipient of the welfare scrip shall record his or

her social security nunber on the scrip when signing the scrip

over to the receiver

(e) The departnent shall issue and fromtine to tine revise

a general |list of acceptable receivers of welfare scrip who

shal | be approved recipients.

(f) The departnent nmay adopt prelimnary rul es and

requl ations for the operation of its pilot welfare scrip program

whi ch need not be promnul gated pursuant to the act of July 31,

1968 (P.L.769, No.240), referred to as the Commpnweal t h

Docunments Law and 45 Pa.C.S. Part Il (relating to publication

and effectiveness of Commpbnweal th docunents). Such prelimnary

rul es and requl ati ons shall however be furnished to the Senate
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Public Health and Wel fare Committee and the Health and Wl fare

Committee of the House of Representatives. The departnent shal

li kewi se furni sh such committees with nonthly bulletins on the

operation of the welfare scrip program By October 1, 1982 the

comm ttees shall evaluate the welfare scrip program and submt

to their respective Houses, reports including mnority reports,

if any, of such eval uations and a recommendati on for its

expansi on and conti nuance or for its di sconti nuance.

(d) On or before Novenber 1, 1982 the departnent shal

pronul gate and adopt rules and regul ati ons for expansi on of the

wel fare scrip programto a one hundred percent scrip program

St at ewi de.

Secti on 476. Leqgi sl ati ve Oversi ght of Proposed

Requl ations.--(a) Al rules and requl ati ons, or anendnents

thereto, of the departnent inplenenting the provisions of, or

i ssued pursuant to the authority contai ned in secti on 375 of

this act shall be pronulgated i n accordance with the act of July

31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240), referred to as the Commonweal th

Docunments Law, and 45 Pa.C.S. Part Il (relating to publication

and effectiveness of Conmmobnweal th docunents). After such rul es

or requl ati ons have been adopted finally but before they take

effect, they shall be submtted to the General Assenbly for

revi ew and approval as provided in this section. The text of al

rules and requl ati ons subject to this section shall be printed

in the Pennsylvania Bulletin in the formfinally adopted by the

departnent prior to their subm ssion to the General Assenbly.

For the purposes of this section, any section of a rule or

requl ati on which was printed in the Pennsylvania Bulletin at the

proposal stage need not be reprinted when adopted finally if

there are no changes to the section at the time of final
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(b)Y Rules and regul ati ons subject to this section shall be

submtted by the departnent to the General Assenbly for review

and approval in the formof an Adnministrative Rul es Report. The

Admi ni strative Rul es Report shall be prepared by the Legi sl ative

Ref erence Bureau and shall specifically refer to the vol une and

page nunber in the Pennsylvania Bulletin where the rul es and

requl ati ons submtted for revi ew and approval nmay be found but

shall not include the actual text of the proposed rul es and

requl ations. Following its preparati on by the Legi sl ative

Ref erence Bureau, the departnent shall hand deliver copies of

the Adnministrative Rules Report to the offices of the Chief

Clerk of the House of Representatives and the Secretary of the

Senate. The Adm nistrati ve Rul es Report shall be delivered to

both Houses on the sane day and on a day when each House is in

sessi on. Receipt of an Adm nistrati ve Rul es Report shall be

noted in the journal of each House on the day received.

(c) Each Adm nistrative Rules Report subnitted to the

CGCeneral Assenbly shall be proposed as a resol uti on and shall be

gi ven an identifyi ng nunber and be pl aced on the cal endar of

each House on the next | eqgislative day foll owi ng recei pt. The

resolution relating to the Adm nistrati ve Rul es Report shall be

consi dered by each House in the sane nanner and subject to the

sane conditi ons provided for reorgani zati on pl ans under the act

of April 7, 1955 (P.L.23, No.8), known as the "Reorgani zati on

Act of 1955."

(d) |If either House di sapproves the Admi ni strative Rul es

Report pursuant to the procedure provided in the "Reorgani zati on

Act of 1955," the rules or requlations referred to in the report

shall be void and the welfare scrip program shall cease.
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(e) |If both Houses approve an Adm ni strati ve Rul es Report

affirmatively or if neither House di sapproves the report, the

rules or regulations referred to therein shall be deened

approved and shall take effect as provided in subsection (h).

(f) Rules and requl ati ons subnmitted to the General Assenbly

for review and approval in the formof an Adm nistrati ve Rul es

Report pursuant to this section may only be approved or

di sapproved by the General Assenbly in their entirety and nay

not be approved or di sapproved conditionally or in part.

(g) The Chief Cerk of the House of Representatives and the

Secretary of the Senate shall give notice to the departnent of

the final action taken by their respective Houses on each

Admi ni strative Rul es Report. Upon recei pt of such notice from

both the Chief Cerk of the House of Representatives and the

Secretary of the Senate, the departnent shall cause notice of

such | egi sl ati ve action to be published in the Pennsyl vani a

Bull etin which notice shall include a specific reference to the

vol une and page nunber in the Pennsyl vania Bulletin where the

rules or requl ati ons which are the subject of the Adm nistrative

Rul es Report were printed.

(h) Any rules or requl ati ons approved pursuant to the

procedure established by this section shall take effect

i mmedi ately upon publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of the

notice of their approval as required by subsection (g) or at

such | ater date specified in the rules and requl ati ons as

adopted by the departnent prior to their subm ssion to the

CGCeneral Assenbly. The welfare scrip program shall be expanded to

a one hundred percent scrip programfor general assistance

paynents Statew de concurrently with such publication on

effective date or on January 1, 1983, whichever date is | atest.
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1 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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