CORRECTI VE REPRI NT
SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1837, 2147, 2423, PRINTER S NO. 3179

3082, 3163

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1575 =%

I NTRODUCED BY CORDI SCO, HASAY, CLARK, PETRARCA, BELARDI ,
SERAFI NI, M LLER, STEVENS, CESSAR, COHEN, CAPPABI ANCA
JACKSQN, CREENFI ELD, WOZNI AK, COCHRAN, FREI ND, BROWN,
KUKOVI CH, GALLAGHER, STEWART, MORRI S, STEI GHANER, DONATUCCI
COLAFELLA, DeWEESE AND E. Z. TAYLOR, JUNE 15, 1981

AS AVENDED ON SECOND CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, APRIL 14, 1982

O (o0} ~ » (3] A WNEF

[ T N Y S ST
o o0 A W N R O

AN ACT
Est abl i shing a Vi et nam Her bi ci des | nfornmati on Conmi ssi on;

i mposi ng powers and duties on the comm ssion; granting

addi ti onal powers and duties to the Departnment of Health and

maki ng an appropri ation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Vi et nam
Her bi ci des | nformation Act.”

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Agent Orange."” The herbicide conposed of tri-chlorphenoxy

acitic acid and di-chl orphenoxyacitic acid.

"Commi ssion."” The Vietnam Herbicides I nformati on Conmi ssi on
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establ i shed pursuant to section 4.
"Departnment."” The Departnent of Health of the Commobnweal th
of Pennsyl vani a.
"Secretary."” The Secretary of Health of the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a.
"Veteran." A person who was a resident of the Commonweal th
at the tinme of his induction into the Arned Forces of the United
States of America or is a resident of this Commonweal th who
served i n Vietham—Canbedia,—Thatland—oer—taos—duringthe Vietnam <—
Contet— THE ARMED FORCES DURI NG THE YEARS 1961-1972. <—
"Vi et nam herbi cide.” The herbicides, defoliants and other

causative agents, including Agent Orange, used in the Vietnam

Conflict.

Section 4 3. The Vietnam Herbicides Information Comm ssi on. <—
(a) There is hereby created within the Departnment of Health

an advi sory conmi ssion to be known as the Vietnam Herbi ci des

I nf ormati on Conmi ssion. This comm ssion on Vietnam herbici des

exposure is to obtain information relating to the health effects

of exposure to herbicides containing dioxin and ot her causative

agents for Vietnamveteran residents of the State of

Pennsyl vani a who nmay have been exposed to these substances

during their period of mlitary service.

(b) The conm ssion shall consist of 33 15 nenbers who shall <—
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serve for a termof tw years. The Governor shall appoint the
Secretary of Health andten—eother—nwenbers—of—whomsix, THE <—
ADJUTANT GENERAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF M LI TARY AFFAI RS, THE
CHAIl RMAN OF THE STATE VETERANS COWM SSI ON, THE PRESI DENT OF THE
PENNSYLVANI A WAR VETERANS COUNCI L AND NI NE OTHER MEMBERS OF WWHOM
FI VE shall be honorably discharged veterans of the Vietnam
Conflict with at |east one veteran selected fromeach of the
five areas covered by the Governor's Veterans Qutreach Centers;
of the remai ning nenbers to be appointed by the Governor, one
shall be an epi dem ol ogi st selected fromthe State public health
AND MEDI CAL school s, one shall be a health environnentali st <—
selected fromthe State public health AND MEDI CAL school s and <—
one shall be a toxicologist selected fromthe State public
heal th AND MEDI CAL school s and one shall be a specialist in <—
public health selected fromthe State public health AND MEDI CAL <—
school s. The Speaker of the House of Representatives shal
appoi nt one nenber of the House to the conmm ssion. The President
pro tenpore of the Senate shall appoint one nenber of the Senate
to the comm ssion

(c) The conm ssion shall eleet—a—chatirpersonfromthe <—
mrerbers—of—the—eomm-ssion— BE CHAI RED BY THE SECRETARY OF THE <—
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.

(d) Vacancies in the nmenbership of the commi ssion and its
officers shall be filled for the unexpired termin the same
manner as the original appointnment or el ection.

(e) The conmi ssion shall neet at |least four tinmes each year
at the call of the chairperson. The initial neeting of the
commi ssion shall be called by the Secretary of Health not |ater

t han February JULY 1, 1982. <—

(f) The conmm ssion shall be established for a period of two
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years.
(g) The nenbers of the comm ssion shall receive no
conpensation for their services but shall be allowed their
actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performnce of
their duties hereunder.
Section 5 4. Powers and duties of the conm ssion. <—
The conmm ssion shall have the followi ng powers and duti es:
(1) Determ ne what nedical, adm nistrative and soci al
assi stance is needed for veterans who were exposed to Vi et nham
her bi ci des and submit its recommendations to the Legislature
for its consideration.
(2) Conduct an extensive outreach program VW CH WOULD <—
COORDI NATE AND SUPPLEMENT THE OUTREACH EFFORTS OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF M LI TARY AFFAI RS, THE STATE VETERANS
COW SSI ON, THE PENNSYLVANI A WAR VETERANS COUNCI L, COUNTY
Dl RECTORS OF VETERANS AFFAI RS, THE GOVERNOR S OUTREACH AND
ASS| STANCE CENTERS AND OTHER ORGANI ZATI ONS to inform veterans
who may have been exposed to herbici des containing dioxin of
any Federal or State assistance available to them
(3) Act as the official agent of the State for
di ssem nating informati on to veterans about epi deni ol ogi cal
or other studies relating to Vietnam herbicides exposure
whi ch are bei ng conducted by the Federal or State Governnent.
Section 6 5. Cooperation with other agencies. <—
To the maxi num extent feasible, the comm ssion shall be
entitled to request and receive and shall utilize and be
provided with such facilities, resources and data of any court,
departnent, division, board, bureau, comm ssion or agency of the
State or any political subdivision thereof as it nmay reasonably

request to carry out properly its powers and duties hereunder.
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Section # 6. Information to be confidential.

The conmi ssion shall not disclose information received
pursuant to this act so as to divulge the identities of the
persons to whomit relates except as is necessary to carry out
t he purposes of this act.

Section 8 7. Reports.

The conmm ssion shall nake a prelimnary report to the
Governor and the Legislature of its findings, conclusions and
recomrendati ons not |ater than Junre NOVEMBER 30, 1982 and a
final report of its findings conclusions and recommendati ons not
| ater than June 30, 1983.

Section 9 8. Duties of the Departnent of Health.

For the purpose of identifying persons who were exposed to
Vi et nam her bi ci des and for the purpose of conpiling data on the
health effects of this exposure, the departnment shall:

(1) Establish, pronmote and maintain a public infornmation

AND on Vi et nam her bi ci des. Such program SHALL BE COORDI NATED

W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF M LI TARY AFFAI RS AND THE GOVERNOR' S
OUTREACH AND ASSI STANCE CENTERS AND shal | include, but may
not be limted to, an—effort ASSI STANCE IN THE COW SSI ON S
EFFORTS to contact veterans who were exposed to the herbicide
cont ai ni ng di oxi n.

(2) Establish, maintain and pronote a reporting process
for veterans who were exposed to herbicides, defoliants and
ot her causative agents, including Agent O ange.

(3) Mintain a central data bank within the departnent
for information collected on the health effects of exposure

to Vietnam herbicides and for the catal ogui ng of existing
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scientific and nedical literature on the health effects of
this exposure.
(4) Initiate education for health professionals to
assi st themin understanding the potential risks and state-
of -art knowl edge with regard to detection, diagnosis and
treatnment of acute and chronic synptons associated with
Vi et nam her bi ci des exposure. THE EDUCATI ON COMPONENT SHOULD <—
UTI LI ZE EXI STI NG RESOURCES, SUCH AS THE | NFORVATI ONAL FI LMVS
PREPARED BY THE VETERANS ADM NI STRATI ON, WHENEVER POSSI BLE
Section 36 9. Reports to the departnent. <—
(a) A physician who has primary responsibility for treating
a veteran who believes he may have been exposed to chem cal
her bi ci des or defoliants, including Agent Orange, while serving
in the Arned Forces of the United States, shall, at the request
of the veteran, submt a report to the departnent on a form
provi ded by the departnent. If there is no physician having
primary responsibility for treating the veteran, the hospital
treating the veteran shall, at the request of the veteran,
submt the report to the departnent.
(b) The form provided by the departnent to the physician
SHALL BE SIM LAR | N CONTENT TO THE FORMS BEI NG USED BY THE <—
VETERANS ADM NI STRATI ON I N THEI R AGENT ORANCE REG STRY PROGRAM

AND shal | request the follow ng informtion:

(1) Synptons te—a—chemecal—herbiecide—or—defoeliant—or <—
other—causattve—ageat—tnetudiarg—Agent—Orange— OF THE <—
VETERAN

(2) Diagnosis of the veteran.

(3) Methods of treatnment prescribed.

(4) DATES OF M LITARY SERVI CE I N VI ETNAM AND THE <—
LOCATI ONS | N VI ETNAM WHERE THE VETERAN SERVED
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(c) The department nmay require the veteran to provide such

other information as determ ned by the secretary of the

depart nment.

Section 2% 10. Cooperation with departnent. <—
The secretary may request and shall receive from any

departnment, division, board, bureau, comm ssion or agency of the

State or of any political subdivision thereof such assistance

and data as will enable himto properly carry out his activities

her eunder and effectuate the purposes herein set forth. The

secretary nmay al so enter into any contract for services as he

deens necessary with a private agency or concern upon said terns

and conditions as he deens appropriate. Information concerning

patient and nedi cal data provided to the secretary pursuant to

this section shall be kept confidential according to these

provisions. Statistical information collected under this act is

public informtion.

Section 22 11. Immunity fromliability. <—
A physician or a hospital subject to this act who conplies

with this act may not be held civilly or crimnally Iiable for

providing the information required by this act.

Section 43 12. Report by departnent. <—
The departnent shall nake an annual report to the Legislature

of its findings and recommendati ons concerning the

ef fectiveness, inpact and benefits derived fromthe speci al

policies as provided for in this act. Such report shall be

delivered on or before March 1 and shall contain eval uations of

the policies and any | egislation deened necessary and proper to

t he House Federal -State Relations Conmittee and the Senate

Mlitary and Veterans Affairs Commttee.

Section 24 13. Appropriation. <—
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1 The sum of $306,000 $150, 000, or as much thereof as may be <—
2 necessary, is specifically appropriated to the Departnent of

3 Health for the fiscal period 1981-1982 to carry out the

4 provisions of this act.

5 Section 45 14. Effective date. <—
6 This act shall take effect Deeenrber—3,—1981- | MVEDI ATELY. <—
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