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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1402 *55”

I NTRODUCED BY A. K. HUTCHI NSON, MAY 11, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, MAY 11, 1981

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of May 2, 1945 (P.L.382, No.164), entitled "An
2 act providing for the incorporation as bodi es corporate and

3 politic of "Authorities' for nunicipalities, counties and

4 townshi ps; prescribing the rights, powers and duties of such
5 Aut horities heretofore or hereafter incorporated; authorizing
6 such Authorities to acquire, construct, inprove, naintain and
7 operate projects, and to borrow noney and i ssue bonds

8 therefor; providing for the paynent of such bonds, and

9 prescribing the rights of the holders thereof; conferring the
10 right of em nent domain on such Authorities; authorizing such
11 Authorities to enter into contracts with and to accept grants
12 fromthe Federal Governnent or any agency thereof; and

13 conferring exclusive jurisdiction on certain courts over

14 rates,"” further providing for the jurisdiction of the Public
15 Utility Commi ssion as to certain Authorities.

16 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

17 hereby enacts as foll ows:

18 Section 1. Cause (h) of subsection B of section 4, act of
19 May 2, 1945 (P.L.382, No.164), known as the "Minicipality

20 Authorities Act of 1945," amended April 10, 1980 (P.L. 105,

21 No.41), is anended to read:

22 Section 4. Purposes and Powers; Ceneral.--* * *

23 B. Every Authority is hereby granted, and shall have and may

24 exercise all powers necessary or convenient for the carrying out



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

of the aforesaid purposes, including but without limting the
generality of the foregoing, the following rights and powers:

* %

(h) To fix, alter, charge and collect rates and ot her
charges in the area served by its facilities at reasonabl e and
uniformrates to be determ ned exclusively by it, for the
pur pose of providing for the paynment of the expenses of the
Aut hority, the construction, inprovenment, repair, naintenance
and operation of its facilities and properties, and, in the case
of an Authority created for the purpose of maki ng business
i nprovenents or providing adm nistrative services, a charge for
such services which is to be based on actual benefits and which
may be neasured on anong ot her things gross sales or gross or
net profits, the paynent of the principal of and interest on its
obligations, and to fulfill the ternms and provisions of any
agreenents nmade with the purchasers or holders of any such
obligations, or with the nunicipality incorporating or
muni ci palities which are nenbers of said Authority or with any
muni ci pality, served or to be served by said Authority, and to
determine by itself exclusively the services and i nprovenents
required to provi de adequate, safe and reasonabl e service,

i ncl udi ng extensions thereof, in the areas served: Provided,
That if the service area includes nore than one nunicipality,
the revenues fromany project shall not be expended directly or
indirectly on any other project, unless such expenditures are
made for the benefit of the entire service area. Any person
guestioning the reasonabl eness or uniformty of any rate fixed
by any Authority or the adequacy, safety and reasonabl eness of
the Authority's services, including extensions thereof, nmay

bring suit against the Authority in the court of conmon pl eas of
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the county wherein the project is |located, or if the project is
| ocated in nore than one county then in the court of conmon
pl eas of the county wherein the principal office of the project
is located. The court of common pleas shall have excl usive
jurisdiction to determne all such questions involving rates or

servi ce: Provi ded, however, That in the case of nunici pal water

Aut horities, exclusive jurisdiction to receive, hear and resol ve

all questions of reasonabl eness or unifornmty of rates, or of

t he adequacy, safety and reasonabl eness of service, shall lie

with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Conm ssion. Except in

muni ci pal corporations having a popul ati on density of three
hundred persons or nore per square mle, all owners of real
property in eighth class counties may decline, in witing, the
services of a solid waste authority.

* * %

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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