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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1251 =5

| NTRODUCED BY PRATT, COHEN, LETTERMAN, ALDEN AND O DONNELL
APRI L 22, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRIL 22, 1981
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A JO NT RESCLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania, providing for recall of elected public
of ficers.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
t he Commonweal th of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance wth
the provisions of Article Xl thereof:
That Article VII be anended by adding a section to read:
ARTI CLE VI |
ELECTI ONS

8§ 15. Recall of elective officers; petition; special

el ecti on.

The qualified electors of the Commbnweal th or of any

political subdivision or of any congressi onal, judicial or

| egi sl ative district or school district nay petition for the

recall of any elective officer after the first year of the term

for which he was elected, by filing a petition with the officer
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with whomthe petition for nonination to such office in the

primary election is filed, demanding the recall of such officer.

Such petition shall be signed by electors equal in nunber to at

| east 25% of the vote cast for the office of Governor at the

| ast preceding el ection for congressional, judicial, State,

| egi sl ati ve and county officers, at | east 40% of the vote cast

for the office of Governor at the | ast precedi ng el ection for

all other officers, in the political subdivision or district

fromwhich such officer is to be recalled. The officer with whom

such petition is filed shall call a recall election to be held

in conjunction with the next primary or general el ection,

whi chever is earliest but not | ess than 40 days fromthe date of

filing the petition. The officer agai nst whom such petition has

been filed shall continue to performthe duties of his office

until the result of such recall election shall have been

officially declared. If a mpjority of electors vote in favor of

recall, the office held by the recall ed official shall be vacant

as of the date the official results are announced. The vacancy

shall be filled in the manner provided by |aw. After one such

recall election, no further recall petition shall be filed

agai nst the same officer during the termfor which he was

el ected. This section shall be self-executing and all of its

provi sions shall be treated as nandatory. | aws nmay be enacted to

facilitate its operation, but no | aw shall be enacted to hanper

restrict or inpair the right of recall.
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