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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1083 =%

| NTRODUCED BY RI CHARDSON, WHI TE, KUKOVI CH, COHEN, PI STELLA,
WGE NS, DAW DA, M CHLOVI C, EMERSQON, WOZNI AK AND WAMBACH,
MARCH 31, 1981

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MARCH 31, 1981
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AN ACT
Rel ating to the openness of standardized tests used for

adm ttance to higher education institutions; inmposing powers

and duties on the State Board of Education and its Council of

Hi gher Education; and providing penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Truth in
Testing Act."

Section 2. Definitions.

As used in this act, the follow ng words and phrases shal
have the neanings given to themin this section, unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se.

"Board." The State Board of Education and its Council of
H gher Education to the extent the board deternines.

"Standardi zed test” or "test."™ Any formof a test given at

the test subject's expense, which is machine scored and is

designed for use or used in the process of post-secondary or
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pr of essi onal school adm ssions. This definition shall also
include all prelimnary or preparatory tests including, but not
l[imted to the Prelimnary Schol astic Aptitude Test. This
definition shall not be construed to include any |local, State or
Federal Civil Service test, any test designed and used solely
for nonadm ssion placenent or credit or any test adm nistered by
an individual institution solely for its own purposes.

"Test agency." Any organi zation, association, corporation,
partnership or individual who devel ops, sponsors or adm nisters
a test. This definition shall not be construed to include any
or gani zati on, association, corporation, partnership or
i ndi vidual that solely provides space or proctoring services for
the admi nistration of a test.

"Test results” or "test scores." The evaluation of a test
subject's performance on a test, as determ ned by the test
agency.

"Test subject.” Any individual to whoma test is
adm ni stered within the Commonweal t h.

Section 3. Filing by test agency.

The test agency shall file with the board a copy of any
study, evaluation or report that pertains to the reliability,
validity, bias, standard deviation or any other quality of a
test admnistered in this Comonweal th. If any such materi al
submtted contains any information identifiable with an
i ndi vi dual test subject, that information shall be expunged from
the material prior to subm ssion. Al such nmaterials submtted
shall be a matter of public record.

Section 4. Subm ssion of copies of test questions and answers.

(a) Wthin 30 days after the results of any test have been

rel eased, the test agency shall submt to the board:
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(1) A copy of all test questions used in conputing the
test subject's raw score.

(2) A copy of the correspondi ng acceptabl e answers.

(3) Al rules used to transfer raw scores into those
scores reported to the test subjects, together with an
expl anation of such rules.

(b) Al such information submtted shall be a matter of
public record.

Section 5. Information for test subjects.

(a) After the test has been filed with the board and upon
the request of a test subject, tendered within 90 days after the
test results have been rel eased, the test agency shall send to
the test subject:

(1) A copy of the test questions used to determ ne the
test subject's raw score.

(2) A copy of the test subject’'s individual answer
sheet, together with a copy of the acceptable answers to that
test with the questions used to determ ne the test subject's
raw score appropriately marked.

(3) A statenent of the raw score used to cal culate the
test results already received by the test subject, together
with the rules used for transformng the raw score into the
reported test results.

(b) A test agency may deny a request froma test subject
recei ved nore than 90 days after the test results have been
rel eased to the test subject.

(c) The test agency may charge a nom nal fee for the
processi ng of such information not to exceed the actual cost of
pr ocessi ng.

Section 6. Information for prospective test subjects.
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1 A test agency shall furnish a prospective test subject the

2 following information attached to the registration form

3 (1) The purpose for which the test is constructed,

4 together with the subject matter of the test and the

5 knowl edge and skills the test purports to neasure.

6 (2) Statenments in clear, nontechnical |anguage designed
7 to facilitate the test subject's understanding of the nethods
8 of reporting test results and the rules for transform ng and
9 interpreting the raw scores into the test results received by
10 the test subject, including the reliability and standard

11 error of measurenent of the test and the predictive validity
12 of the test including correlations between test scores and

13 the test subject's future academ c perfornance.

14 (3) A conplete description of any prom ses or covenants
15 that the test agency nakes to the test subject with regard to
16 accuracy of scoring, tinely forwarding of information,

17 policies for notifying the test subject regarding

18 i naccuracies in scoring or score reporting and privacy of

19 information relating to the test subject.
20 (4) Statenents in regard to whether or not the test
21 results are the property of the test subject, the I ength of
22 time the test agency will retain the individual test
23 subject's results and the policies regardi ng storage,
24 di sposal and future use of test result data.
25 (5) A conplete description of the test subject's
26 opportunity to request information pursuant to section 5,
27 together with the anount of the fee charged for such
28 mat eri al
29 Section 7. Confidentiality.
30 Unl ess specifically authorized by the test subject, or the
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parent or guardian if the test subject is a mnor, the test
agency shall not release or disclose the test results of any
test subject to any person, organization, corporation,

associ ation, college, university or governnental agency or
subdi vi sion. A test agency may, however, release all previous
results received by a test subject on a test to anyone
designated by the test subject to receive the current results.
This section shall not be construed to prohibit the rel ease of
test results and other information in possession of the test
agency for the purposes of research |eading to studies and
reports concerning the tests thenselves. Any information
directly identifiable with any individual test subject shall be
expunged fromthe material prior to its disclosure.

Section 8. Rules and regul ations.

The board shall pronul gate regul ations to inplenent the
provi sions of this act.
Section 9. Penalties.

Any test agency which violates any provision of this act is
guilty of a sunmary of fense and, upon conviction thereof, shal
pay a fine of $300 for each violation.

Section 10. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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