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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of May 1, 1933 (P.L. 103, No.69), entitled "An
act concerning townshi ps of the second class; and anmendi ng,
revi sing, consolidating, and changing the law relating
thereto,” providing for the manufacture and supply of

el ectricity by townshi ps of the second cl ass.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of May 1, 1933 (P.L. 103, No.69), known as
"The Second C ass Townshi p Code," reenacted and anended July 10,
1947 (P.L.1481, No.567), is anended by adding an article to
read:

ARTI CLE XVI-A

Manuf acture and Supply of Electricity

Secti on 1601-A. Manuf act ure and Purchase of El ectricity. --

Any townshi p nay nmanuf acture or purchase electricity for the use

of the inhabitants of such townshi p. Any townshi p owni ng or

operating electric light plants may nake contracts for suppl yi ng

electricity for commerci al purposes outside the linmts of such

township, with the consent of the nunicipal corporati on. Except
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for electricity supplied on the effective date of this

anendatory act, no person, firm or corporation shall introduce

electric current for light, heat, or power purposes, w thout the

consent of the township authorities, into the limts of any

township which is furnishing electric current to the

i nhabi tants: Provided, however, That this linmtation shall not

apply to any person, firm or corporati on manufacturing

electricity exclusively for its own use: And provided further,

That before any township shall construct an electric |ight

pl ant, or purchase the property of any person, copartnership, or

electric |light conpany, the question of the increase of the debt

of such township, for any of such purposes, shall first be

submtted to the qualified voters of the township, in the manner

provided by |law for the i ncrease of indebtedness of nunici pal

cor porati ons.

Secti on 1602- A. May Requl ate Use and Prices. --Any township

furnishing electricity may requl ate the use of electricity in

dwel | i ngs, busi ness pl aces, and ot her places in such township,

and the rate to be charged for the sane.

Section 1603-A. Sale of Electric Light Wirks. --By ordi nance,

a township may sell all or part of its electric light works to a

pur chaser for such sale price as the parties nmay agree upon, and

thereafter for all purposes that price shall be deened to be the

purchaser's origi nal cost | ess accrued depreciation of the pl ant

at the date of purchase.

Secti on 1604- A. Purchase of El ectric Light Wrks. --VWenever

any person, copartnership, or any electric |ight conpany

organi zed under the laws of the Commonweal th, is furnishing

li ght to any township or the public within such townshi p, such

t ownshi p may purchase the works of such person, copartnership,
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or corporation, at such price as nmay be agreed upon by the

t ownshi p and such person or copartnership, or a majority in

val ue of the stockhol ders of such corporation.

Secti on 1605- A. Petition for Viewers.--Upon failure so to

agree on purchase price the township nay present a petition to

the court of commpbn pl eas, asking for the appoi ntnent of viewers

to assess the value of the plant and works so proposed to be

pur chased wher eupon the court shall appoint three viewers from

the county board of viewers, neither of whom shall be interested

in such works, or be stockholders in such corporation, or

t axpayers in such townshi p, and shall appoint a tine for their

meeting, of which ten days' notice shall be given to all parties

in interest.

Secti on 1606- A. Duty of Viewers.--The viewers, having been

sworn or affirned justly and inpartially to apprai se the

property, and having vi ewed the prem ses and taken such

testi nony as nmay be offered by any party touchi ng the val ue of

the property and franchi ses, they shall determ ne the anpunt of

damages that such person, copartnership, or corporation wll

sustain, and to whom payabl e, and nake report thereof to the

court:; which report shall be confirned "nisi" by the court, and

if no appeal is taken as herei nafter provided, shall be

confirned absol utely.

Section 1607-A. Appeal from Report: Trial by Jury.--Either

party nay, at any tine within thirty days after the confirnmation

"nisi" of any such report, appeal therefromto the court of

commpn pl eas of the county. After such appeal, either party nmay

put the cause at issue, in the formdirected by the court, and

the sane shall be tried before a jury.

Secti on 1608- A. Excepti ons to Report.--1f any exceptions are
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filed with any appeal, they shall be speedily di sposed of, and,

if allowed, a new view shall be ordered; but if disallowed, the

appeal shall proceed as before provided.

Secti on 1609- A. Noti ces.--The court shall have power to

order what notice shall be given in connection with any part of

such proceedi ngs.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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