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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. D95  *%&”

I NTRODUCED BY E. Z. TAYLOR, PITTS, VROON, E. H SMTH, HAGARTY,
ROCKS, NAHILL, WLT, DAVIES, LEHR, ANDERSON, GALLEN, BOWBER,
SIRIANNI, CORNELL, CIM N, PETERSON, SALVATORE, BURNS
SI EM NSKI, ARTY, EARLEY, G.ADECK, SPITZ AND COHEN
FEBRUARY 10, 1981

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON BUSI NESS AND COVMERCE
FEBRUARY 10, 1981
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AN ACT
Regul ating certain aspects of the precious netals, jewelry and
coi n purchasi ng business, requiring registration by certain
persons and providing penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Registration required.

(a) Any person that purchases precious netals, jewelry or
coins fromthe public on any basis other than a casual
transaction shall register with the district attorney of each
county in which such person transacts business. The registration
statement and its contents shall be prescribed and supplied by
the Attorney Ceneral.

(b) As used in this act "precious netals, jewelry or coins,"”
means ten karat or finer gold, coin or sterling silver with a

fineness of .800 or better, precious gens and gold or silver

coins, or any conbination of these itens.
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Section 2. Information forns and filing.

(a) Any person subject to the registration requirenents of
section 1 shall, when purchasing or otherw se acquiring any
precious netals, jewelry or coins, obtain the follow ng
information fromthe owner of such property:

(1) The nane, current address and tel ephone nunber of

t he owner, as evidenced by two docunents of identification.

(2) Date and tine of transaction.

(3) An accurate description of each item

(4) Source of acquisition.

(5) The nane, current address and tel ephone nunber of

t he purchaser of such property.

(6) Such other information as the Attorney General shal
by regul ation require.

(b) The information required under subsection (a) shall be
provi ded on a form supplied and established by regul ation by the
Attorney Ceneral. The information shall be nade under penalty of
prosecution pursuant to 18 Pa.C. S. § 4904(b) (relating to
unsworn falsification to authorities).

(c) Wthin seven days of the acquisition of precious netals,
jewelry or coins by a person subject to section 1, the report
required by this section shall be forwarded by first class nai
to the district attorney's office in the county in which the
transaction occurred. The district attorney's office shal
maintain a file of these reports for a period of three years
after their receipt and shall nake them available to | aw
enf orcenent agenci es and i nsurance conpani es when such access is
deened necessary by the Attorney General or district attorney
for the proper investigation of any crimnal or fraudul ent

activity.
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Section 3. Tenporary retention of property.

Al'l precious netals, jewelry and coins acquired by a person
subject to section 1 shall be retained by himfor a period of
ten days and shall be subject to exam nation by the Attorney
CGeneral or district attorney or any person authorized in witing
by either of them
Section 4. Local Governnment provisions.

Not hing in this act shall prevent any county or mnunicipality
fromenacting | egislative provisions which would be nore strict
t han those contained in this act.

Section 5. Penalties.

(a) Any person required to register pursuant to section 1
who fails to do so before transacti ng busi ness in precious
nmetals and jewelry as regulated by this act commts:

(1) A sunmary offense if the violation is his first

convi ction under this act.

(2) A msdeneanor of the third degree if the violation
is a second or subsequent conviction under this act.

(b) Any person required to register under section 1 who
fails to file any report required by section 2 commts a summary
of fense. Each failure to file constitutes a separate of fense.

(c) Any person required to retain precious netals, jewelry
or coins for the ten-day period required by section 3 and who
fails to do so or who refuses a | awful demand to inspect such
property conmts a m sdenmeanor of the third degree.

Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days and shall be applicable

30 days follow ng final adoption of inplenenting regulations and

forms by the Attorney Ceneral.
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