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AN ACT

Est abl i shing a program of pharmaceutical assistance to the aged.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the
"Phar maceuti cal Assistance to the Aged Act."
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare.

"Eligible claimant.” Any single resident of the Commonweal th
65 years of age and over whose annual incone is |less than the
maxi mum annual i ncome, or any married resident whose annual

income is less than the maxi mum annual inconme, shall be eligible
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for the programif such person is not otherwi se qualified for
assi stance under the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known
as the "Public Welfare Code."

"Maxi mum annual incone." That annual income anount as
determ ned by the departnment. Such anobunt shall not exceed
$9, 000 in the case of single persons nor $12,000 in the case of
t he conbi ned annual inconme of married persons.

"Prescription drugs.” Al legend drugs, insulin, insulin
syringes and insulin needles.

"Program " The program of pharmaceutical assistance to the
aged as established by this act.

"Reasonabl e cost." The cost of prescription drugs and a
di spensing fee, as determ ned by the departnent.

Section 3. Paynents under program

The program shall consist of paynents to pharnaci es on behal f
of eligible claimants for the reasonabl e cost of prescription
drugs which exceed a $1 copaynent per prescription or per
purchase of insulin, paid by each eligible clainmnt.

Section 4. Coordination of benefits.

Any ot herwi se eligible claimnt whose prescription drug costs
are wholly covered by any other plan of assistance or insurance
shall be ineligible for assistance under this act. Any otherw se
eligible claimant whose prescription drug costs are covered in
part by any other plan of assistance or insurance may be
required to receive reduced assistance under the provisions of
this act.

Section 5. Fundi ng.

(a) Lottery fund.--Funding for the program established by

this act shall be fromany excess funds existing in the State

Lottery Fund after paynent of all obligations arising under the
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1 act of March 11, 1971 (P.L. 104, No.3), known as the "Seni or

2 Citizens Property Tax or Rent Rebate and O der Persons Inflation
3 Needs Act,"” on an annual basis.

4 (b) Appropriation.--The General Assenbly nay appropriate

5 General Fund noneys to fund in whole or in part, the program

6 established by this act.

7 Section 6. Paynent system

8 (a) Departnental regulations.--The departnent shall by

9 regulation establish a systemof paynments or reinbursenents and
10 a systemfor determining eligibility, including provisions for
11 subm ssion of proof of actual and antici pated annual inconme, and
12 evidence of conplete or partial coverage of prescription drug
13 costs by any other assistance or insurance plans.
14 (b) Contract.--In lieu of a paynment system established
15 pursuant to subsection (a) the departnment may contract for the
16 establishnent of such a system if such a contract woul d be
17 econom cally advantageous to the Commonweal t h.
18 Section 7. Effective date.
19 This act shall take effect on July 1, 1982.
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