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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 53 >To70”

I NTRODUCED BY RYAN, APRIL 24, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, APRIL 24, 1979
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In the House of Representatives, April 24, 1979
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives hereby adopts the
following Rules as the Rules of the House for the Session
begi nni ng January 2, 1979, superseding all other rules
her et of ore adopt ed:
RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
Definitions
A. "Day" shall nmean any Cal endar day.
B. "Legislative Day" shall mean any day that the
House shall be in session.
C. "Hall of the House" shall be the floor space
withinits four walls and does not include the
adj oi ning conference roons, the | obbies or the
upper gallery of the House.
D. "Floor of the House" shall be that area within the
Hal | of the House between the Speaker's rostrum
and the brass rail behind the Menbers' seats.
E. "Press Gllery" shall be within that area known

as the Hall of the House as designated by
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t he Speaker.
F. "Roll Call Vote" shall be a vote taken and
di spl ayed by and on the electric roll cal
board or in the event of a malfunction of the electric
roll call board, by such nethod as shall be determ ned by
t he Speaker.
G "Formal Action" shall nmean any vote or notion
of a nenber of a standing commttee, standing
sub-committee, select conmttee or rules
commttee of the House of Representatives to
report or not report, anmend, consider or table
a bill or resolution and the discussion and
debat e t hereof.
RULE 1
Speaker Presiding
The Speaker shall preside over the sessions of the House. He
may name a nenber to preside, but the substitution shall not
extend beyond an adjournment. He may appoint a nenber as Speaker
Pro Tenpore to act in his absence for a period not exceeding ten
consecutive | egislative days.
In case of failure to nake an appoi ntnent, the House shal
el ect a Speaker Pro Tenpore to act during the absence of the
Speaker .
The Speaker Pro Tenpore shall performall the duties of the
Chair during the absence of the Speaker.
RULE 2
Taking the Chair
The Speaker shall take the Chair and call the nenbers to
order on every legislative day at the hour to which the House

adjourned at the last sitting. On the appearance of a quorum
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1 the Speaker shall proceed to the regular order of business as
2 prescribed by the rules of the House.

3 RULE 3

4 Order and Decorum

5 The Speaker shall preserve order and decorum |In case of any
6 disturbance or disorderly conduct in the galleries or |obbies,
7 he shall have the power to order the same to be cleared.

8 The Speaker shall have the right to summon State Police to
9 assist in the preservation of order and decorum

10 The Sergeant-at-Arns under the direction of the Speaker

11 shall, while the House is in session, maintain order on the

12 floor and its adjoining roons. He shall enforce the rule with
13 respect to the conduct of visitors.

14 RULE 4

15 Questions of Oder

16 The Speaker shall decide all questions of order subject to an
17 appeal by two nenbers. The Speaker may, in the first instance,
18 submt the question to the House. Questions involving the

19 constitutionality of any matters shall be decided by the House.
20 On questions of order there shall be no debate except on an
21 appeal fromthe decision of the Speaker or on reference of a
22 question by himto the House. In either case, no nenber shal
23 speak nore than once except by |eave of the House.
24 Unl ess germane to the appeal, a second point of order is not
25 in order while an appeal is pending; but, when the appeal is
26 disposed of, a second point of order is in order and is subject
27 to appeal.
28 RULE 5
29 Conf erence and Select Committee Appointnents
30 Al'l Conmittees of Conference shall be appointed by the
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Speaker and shall be conposed of three nenbers, two of whom
shall be selected fromthe mpjority party and one fromthe
mnority party.
The Speaker shall appoint the nenbers of Select Commttees,
unl ess ot herw se ordered by the House.
RULE 6
Si gnature of the Speaker
The Speaker shall, in the presence of the House, sign al
bills and joint resolutions passed by the General Assenbly after
their titles have been publicly read i medi ately before signing,
and the fact of signing shall be entered on the Journal.
Resol utions, addresses, orders, wits, warrants and subpoenas
i ssued by order of the House, shall be signed by the Speaker and
attested by the Chief derk.
RULE 7
Cath to Enpl oyees
The Chief Cerk shall adm nister an oath or affirmation to
t he enpl oyees of the House that they will severally support,
obey and defend the Constitution of the United States and the
Constitution of Pennsylvania, and that they will discharge the
duties of their offices with fidelity.
Each enpl oyee of the House, after taking the oath of office,
shall sign his nane in the OCath Book in the presence of the
Chi ef C erk.
RULE 8
Supervi sion of Hall of the House
and Conmittee Roons
Subj ect to the direction of the Speaker, the Chief Cerk
shal | have supervision and control over the Hall of the House,

t he caucus and conmmttee roons and all other roonms assigned to
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t he House.
During the sessions of the Legislature the Hall of the House
shall not be used for public or private business other than
| egislative matters except by consent of the House. During
periods of recess of the House such use nay be authorized by the
Speaker without the consent of the House.
RULE 9
Decor um
Wil e the Speaker is putting a question or addressing the
House and during debate or voting, no nmenber shall disturb
anot her by tal king or wal king up and down or crossing the floor
of the House.
RULE 10
Debat e
Wien a nenber desires to address the House, he shall rise and

respectfully address hinself to "M . Speaker." Upon being
recogni zed, he may speak, confining hinself to the question
under consideration and avoi di ng personal reflections.

When two or nore nenbers rise at the sane tinme and ask for
recogni tion, the Speaker shall designate the nenber who is
entitled to the floor.

No nmenber, except the Majority and Mnority Leaders, may
speak nore than twi ce on any question, w thout the consent of
t he House.

Wth the unani nous consent of the House a nenber may nmake a
statement not exceeding ten mnutes in |ength concerning a
subject or matter not pending before the House for
consi deration, providing the Majority and Mnority Leaders have

agreed on a tine the nenber is to ask for recognition.

RULE 11
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Interruption of a Menber who Has the Floor
A nmenber who has the floor may not be interrupted, except for
guestions of order or by a notion for the previous question.
Wth his consent, a nenber may yield the floor for questions
related to the subject before the House.
RULE 12
Personal Privilege
Any nenber may by | eave of the Speaker rise and explain a
matter personal to hinmself, but he shall not discuss a pending
guestion in his explanation. Questions of personal privilege
shall be limted to questions affecting the rights, reputation
and conducts of nenbers of the House in their respective
capacity.
RULE 13
Transgressi on of House Rul es
If any nenber in speaking or otherw se transgresses the Rul es
of the House, the Speaker or any menber through the Speaker
shall call himto order, in which case he shall imediately sit
down unless permtted by the House to explain.
The House upon appeal shall decide the case w thout debate.
If the decision is in favor of the nenber, he nay proceed. If
the case requires it, he shall be liable to censure or other
puni shment as the House deens proper.
RULE 14
Menbers' and Enpl oyees' Expenses
A menber who attends a duly called neeting of a standing or
special conmittee of which he is a nenber when the House is not
in session or who is summoned to the State Capitol or el sewhere
by the Speaker, or the Majority or Mnority Leader of the House,

to performlegislative services when the House is not in session
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shall be reinbursed per day for each day of service, plus

m |l eage to and fromhis residence, at such rates as are provided
herei n. These expenses shall be paid by the Chief Cerk from
appropriation accounts under his exclusive control and
jurisdiction, upon a witten request approved by the Speaker of
t he House, or the Majority or the Mnority Leader of the House.

An enpl oyee of the House sumobned by the Speaker or the
Majority or Mnority Leader of the House to performlegislative
services outside of Harrisburg shall be reinbursed for actual
expenses and mleage to and fromhis residence. Such expenses
may be paid by the Speaker, Majority or Mnority Leader, if they
agree to do so, or shall be paid by the Chief Cerk from
appropriation accounts under his exclusive control and
jurisdiction, upon a witten request approved by the Speaker of
t he House, or the Majority or the Mnority Leader of the House.

Menbers and enpl oyees traveling outside the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a who recei ve any rei nbursenent for expenses or
travel which reinbursenment is frompublic funds shall file with
the Chief Clerk a statenent containing his nanme and t he nane,
pl ace, date and the purpose of the function.

Money appropriated specifically to and all ocated under a
speci fic synmbol nunber for allowabl e expenses of nenbers of the
House of Representatives shall be reinbursed to each nenber upon
subm ssi on of vouchers and any required docunentation by each
menber on fornms prepared by the Chief Cerk of the House. No
rei nbursenent shall be made fromthis account where a nenber
receives reinbursenent for the sane purpose from any ot her
appropriation account.

Such al | owabl e expenses of nenbers may be used for any

| egi sl ative purpose or function, including but not limted to
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1 the follow ng:

2 (1) Travel expense on |egislative business.

3 (a) M eage on session or nonsession days at a rate not
4 to exceed seventeen cents a mle as nay be authorized by the
5 Committee on Rules for travel by private transportation on

6 | egi sl ati ve busi ness; voucher only. business; voucher only.
7 (b) M scellaneous transportation (on |egislative

8 busi ness, taxi, airport |inousine parking, tolls), and

9 expenses of a simlar nature; voucher only for any single

10 expense not in excess of ten dollars ($10).

11 (c) Travel on legislative business by comon carrier

12 ot her than taxi and airport |inousine; voucher and receipt
13 from comon carrier

14 (d) Car rental; voucher and receipt fromrental agency
15 but rei nbursenment not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars

16 ($250) in any nonth. Any anmpunt in excess of the said amount
17 shall be paid by the person renting the car.

18 (e) Lodging, restaurant charges and ot her m scell aneous
19 and incidental expenses while away from honme. Vouchers only
20 for per diemallowance of forty-four dollars ($44) per day or
21 for actual expenses not in excess of forty-four dollars ($44)
22 per day.

23 (2) Admnistrative, clerical and professional services for

24 legislative business, except for enploynent of spouses or

25 dependent children.

26 (a) Admnistrative and clerical services; voucher and
27 recei pt from person enpl oyed.

28 (b) Professional services; voucher and receipt and copy
29 of agreenent or contract of enploynent.

30 (3) Rent for legislative office space; purchase of office
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suppl i es; postage; tel ephone and answering services; printing
services and rental only of office equipnent; voucher and
vendor's recei pt, except for postage expense. No rei nmbursenment
or expenditure shall be made out of any appropriation account
for any mass mailing including a bulk rate nailing nmade at the
direction or on behalf of any nenber which is mailed or
delivered to a postal facility within sixty (60) days

i mredi ately preceding any primary or election at which said
menber is a candidate for public office.

Mass mailing shall mean a newsletter or simlar nmailing of
nore than fifty (50) pieces in which the content of the matter
is substantially identical. Nothing in this rule shall apply to
any mailing which is in direct response to inquiries or requests
frompersons to whomnmatter is mailed, which is addressed to
col | eagues in the General Assenbly or other governnment officials
or which consists entirely of news releases to the
conmuni cat i ons mnedi a.

(4) Oficial entertainment--restaurant and beverage charges;
voucher only for expenses. Receipts for entertai nment expenses,
together with a statenent of the reason for the expense, shal
be submtted with the request for reinbursenent.

(5) Purchase of flags, plaques, publications, photographic
servi ces, books, and other simlar itens in connection wth
| egi sl ative activities; voucher and vendor's receipt.

(6) Conmuni cations and donations in extending
congratul ati ons or synpathy of illness or death; voucher only on
expenses not in excess of thirty-five dollars ($35).

No noney appropriated for nenbers' and enpl oyees' expenses
shall be used for contributions to political parties or their

affiliated organi zations or to charitable organi zations or for
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charitabl e advertisenents.

The Chief Cerk, the Secretary and the Mnority Adm nistrator
solely on their own behal f, shall be entitled to reinbursenent
for food, |odging or travel in such amounts not in excess of
seven thousand five hundred dollars ($7,500) per year as may be
authorized by the Commttee on Rul es; provided that such
expenditures are in furtherance of |egislative business
regardl ess of where, in the Commopnweal th, such business is
t ransact ed.

Al'l disbursenments made, debts incurred or advancenents paid
from any appropriation account made to the House or to a nenber
or non nenber officer under a CGeneral Appropriation Act or any
ot her appropriation act shall be recorded in a nonthly report
and filed with the Chief Cerk by the person authorized to make
such di sbursenent, incur any debt or receive any advancenent on
a formprescribed by the Chief derk.

The Chief Cerk shall prescribe the formof all such reports
and make such fornms available to those persons required to file
such reports. Such report form shall include:

(1) As to personnel:

(a) The nanme, address, job title, brief description of
duties, departnent or nmenber or nenbers to whom assigned, job
| ocati on and m ni mum hours of enpl oynent per week of each
enpl oyee.

(b) The appropriation account from which such enpl oyee is
conpensat ed, the anpunt of conpensation and whet her such person
is on salary, per diemor contract.

(2) As to all other expenditures:

(a) The nature of the goods, services or other purpose for

whi ch the expenditure was nade.
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(b) The appropriation account from which the expenditure was
made and the name or nanes of the person or persons requesting
and/ or authorizing the sane.

A copy of each such report shall also be filed with the
special conmittee on internal affairs and House adm ni stration
for use in the performance of its duties under Rule 47(a).

The reporting requirenents as to personnel nmay be fulfilled
by the maintenance in the Ofice of the Chief Cerk of the House
of an al phabetized file containing the current information for
each enpl oyee as set forth above. In such event, however, the
Chief Cerk shall supply annually, on or before February 1, a
list of all enployees appearing in said file together with the
required information as to each as of January 1 of such year to
the Special Commttee on Internal Affairs and House
Adm ni stration. The committee shall also be supplied with copies
of all payroll changes as they occur.

Al'l nonthly reports filed on disbursenents nade or debts
incurred by any officer or nenber or enployee from
appropriations made to the House under any General Appropriation
Act shall be public information and shall be available for
public inspection during regular business hours in the office of
the Chief Clerk. The Chief Cerk shall prescribe reasonable
rul es and regul ations for inspection of such reports but in no
case shall inspection be denied to any person for a period
exceeding forty-eight hours (excluding Saturdays and Sundays)
fromthe time a witten request has been submitted to the Chief
Cl erk. Photocopies of such reports shall be nmade avail abl e upon
request to a nmenber at no charge or to the public for a
duplication fee as may be fixed by the Chief Cerk. Such reports

shall be nmade available to a nmenber or to the public on or

19790H0053R1122 - 11 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

before the | ast day of the nonth next succeeding the nonth in
whi ch the report was filed.

Al'l requests for reinbursenent out of any appropriation shal
be acconpani ed by a voucher, or other docunents where required,
evi denci ng paynent or approval. The voucher formshall be
approved and supplied by the Chief Cerk. Receipts or
docunent ati on of every expenditure or disbursement which is in
excess of the maxi num anount as set forth herein shall be
attached to the voucher. Were a request for paynent is nmade in
advance of an expense actually incurred, the Chief Cerk, before
maki ng such advance paynment shall require a description
satisfactory to the Chief Cerk of the itemor service to be
pur chased or the expense to be incurred, and a recei pt or other
docunent ation shall be given to the Chief Cerk after the item
or service has been purchased or expense incurred as evidence
t hat such advancenent was in fact expended for such purpose.

Al'l reports, vouchers and receipts fromwhich reports are
prepared and filed shall be retained by the Chief Cerk, officer
or nenber, as the case may be, for such period of tinme as may be
necessary to enable the Legislative Audit Advisory Conm ssion
created pursuant to the act of June 30, 1970 (P.L.442, No.151),
to conduct, through certified public accountants appoi nted by
it, annual audits to assure that such di sbursenents nmade or
debts incurred were in accordance with Legislative Audit
Advi sory Comm ssion guidelines and standards, or for a m ni num
of three years whichever is longer. Al annual audit reports
shall be available for public inspection. Photo copies of such
reports shall be available for a fee established by the Chief
Clerk not to exceed the cost of duplication.

Al'l expenditures of funds appropriated to the House or to a
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1 nmenber or nonnmenber officer shall be subject to the expenditure
2 qguidelines established by the Rules Committee until or unless

3 such guidelines are superseded by |aw.

4 RULE 15

5 Time of Meeting

6 The House shall convene on the first |egislative day of the

7 week at 1:00 P.M prevailing tine, and adjourn not |ater than

8 11:00 P.M prevailing tine, unless otherw se ordered by a rol

9 call vote of the majority of those elected to the House.

10 On ot her days the House shall convene at the discretion of

11 the House and adjourn not later than 11:00 P.M prevailing tine
12 unless otherwi se ordered by a roll call vote of the majority of
13 those elected to the House.

14 RULE 16

15 Quor um

16 A mgjority of the nmenbers shall constitute a quorum but a

17 smaller nunber may adjourn fromday to day and conpel the

18 attendance of absent nmenbers. (Constitution, Article Il, Section
19 10).
20 When | ess than a quorum vote on any question, the Speaker
21 shall forthwith order the doors of the House closed and the
22 nanes of the nmenbers present shall be recorded. If it is
23 ascertained a quorumis present, either by answering to their
24 names or by their presence in the House, the Speaker shall again
25 order the yeas and nays. If any nenber present refuses to vote,
26 his refusal shall be deenmed a contenpt. Unless purged, the House
27 may order the Sergeant-at-Arns to renove the nenber or nenbers
28 wthout the bar of the House. Al privileges of nmenbership shal
29 be refused the nmenber or nenbers so offending until the contenpt

30 is purged.
19790H0053R1122 - 13 -



1 RULE 17

2 Order of Business

3 The daily order of business shall be:

4 1. Prayer by the Chapl ain.

5 2. Correction and approval of the Journal.

6 3. Leaves of Absence.

7 4. Master Roll Call.

8 5. Reports of Committee.

9 6. First consideration bills.

10 7. Second consideration bills.

11 8. Final passage bills recalled fromthe Governor

12 9. Final passage bills (bills on final passage postponed
13 cal endar may be called up under this order of business).
14 10. Third consideration bills (bills on third consideration
15 post poned cal endar may be called up under this order of
16 busi ness) .

17 11. Resolutions (House and concurrent).

18 12. Messages fromthe Senate and comruni cations fromthe

19 Gover nor.
20 13. Reference to appropriate commttees of bills,
21 resol utions, petitions, nenorials, renonstrances and
22 ot her papers.
23 14. Unfini shed business on the Speaker's table.
24 15. Announcenents.
25 16. Adj our nment.
26 Any question may, by a mpjority vote of the House, be nade a
27 special order of business. Wien the tinme arrives for its
28 consideration, the Speaker shall lay the special order of
29 business before the House.
30 RULE 18
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Introduction and Printing of Bills

Bills shall be introduced in quadruplicate, signed and dated
by each nmenber who is a sponsor of the bill, and filed with the
Chief Clerk. A sponsor nmay not be added or withdrawn after a
bill has been printed.

Bills introduced when received at the Chief Cerk's desk
shall be nunbered consecutively and delivered to the Speaker,
who shall refer each bill to an appropriate conmttee. The
Speaker shall report to the House the conmittees to which bills
have been referred, either on the day introduced or received or
on the next two |egislative days the House is in session.

If the Speaker neglects or refuses to refer to commttee any
bill or bills (whether House or Senate) as above after
i ntroduction or presentation by the Senate for concurrence, any
menber may nove for the reference of the bill to an appropriate
committee. If the notion is carried, said bill or bills shall be
i mredi ately surrendered by the Speaker to the commttee
designated in said notion.

The first copy of each bill introduced shall be for the
commttee, the second copy shall be for the printer, the third
copy shall be for the news nedia and the fourth copy shall be
for the Legislative Reference Bureau.

Every bill, after introduction and reference to commttee,
shall be printed.

Bills may not be withdrawn after reference to commttee.

RULE 19
Bills Referred to Comm ttees

No bill shall be considered unless referred to a conmittee,

printed for the use of the nenbers and returned therefrom

(Constitution, Article Il1l, Section 2).
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RULE 19 (a)
Fi scal Notes

(1) No bill, except a General Appropriation bill or any
anmendnents thereto, which may require an expenditure of
Commonweal th funds or funds of any political subdivision or
which may entail a | oss of revenues overall, or to any
separately established fund shall be given second consideration
readi ng on the calendar until it has first been referred to the
Appropriations Conmittee for a fiscal note, provided however
that the Rules Conmttee may by an affirmative vote of three-
quarters of the entire nenbership to which such commttee is
entitled:

(a) Waive the recommttal to the Appropriations Conmittee
and provide that the fiscal note be attached to the bill while
on the active calendar. The providing of such note shall be a
priority itemfor the Appropriations Cormttee; or

(b) Waive the necessity of a fiscal note on any bill which
it deens to have a dem ninus fiscal inmpact or which nerely
aut hori zes, rather than mandates, an increase in expenditures or
an action that would result in a | oss of revenue.

(2) Nothing herein shall preclude any nmenber from noving, at
the proper tinme, the recommttal of any bill to the
Appropriations Conmittee for a fiscal note.

(3) The Appropriations Commttee shall be limted inits

consi deration of any such bill to the fiscal aspects of the bil
and shall not consider the substantive nerits of the bill nor
refuse to report any such bill fromcommttee for reasons other

than fiscal aspects. The fiscal note shall acconpany the bill
and provide the following information in connection with the

Commonweal th and its political subdivisions:
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(a) The designation of the fund out of which the
appropriation providing for expenditures under the bill shall be
made;

(b) The probable cost of the bill for the fiscal year of its
enact ment ;

(c) A projected cost estimate of the program for each of the
five succeeding fiscal years;

(d) The fiscal history of the program for which expenditures
are to be nmde;

(e) The probable |oss of revenue fromthe bill for the
fiscal year of its enactnent;

(f) A projected | oss of revenue estimate fromthe bill for
each of the five succeeding fiscal years; and

(g0 The line item if any, of the General Appropriation Bil
out of which expenditures or | osses of Comonweal th funds shal
occur as a result of the bill;

(h) The recommendation, if any, of the Appropriations
Committee and the reasons therefor relative to the passage or
defeat of the bill;

(1) A reference to the source of the data from which the
foregoing fiscal information was obtained, and an expl anati on of
t he basis upon which it is conput ed.

(4) No bill which may result in an increase in the
expendi ture of Comonweal th funds shall be given second
consi deration reading on the cal endar until the Appropriations
Committee has certified that provision has been nmade to
appropriate funds equal to such increased expenditure. Wenever
the Appropriations Conmittee cannot so certify, the bill shal
be returned to the commttee fromwhich it was |ast reported for

further considerati on and/ or anendnent.
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(5) No anendnent to a bill, concurrences in Senate
anmendnents, or adoption of a conference report which may result
in an increase in the expenditure of Commonweal th funds or those
of a political subdivision or which may entail a | oss of
revenues in addition to that originally provided for in the bill
prior to the proposed changes nor any bill requiring a fiscal
note for which re-referral to the Appropriations Conmttee has
been wai ved by the Rules Conmittee shall be voted upon until the
day following the distribution of a fiscal note to the nmenbers
with respect to such changes or to such bill showi ng the fisca
effect of the changes with respect to the bill, and contai ni ng
the information set forth by subsection (3) of this rule.

(6) In obtaining the information required by these rules,
the Appropriations Conmttee may utilize the services of the
Budget Bureau and any other State agency as nay be necessary.

(7) Any bill proposing any change relative to the retirenent
system of the Commonweal th or any political subdivision thereof,
funded in whole or in part out of the public funds of the
Commonweal th or any political subdivision, shall have attached
to it an actuarial note. Except for the provisions pertaining to
the content of fiscal notes as set forth in paragraphs (a)
through (i) of subsection (3), all the provisions pertaining to
and procedures required of bills containing fiscal notes, shall,
where applicable, also be required for bills containing
actuarial note. The actuarial note shall contain a brief
expl anatory statenment or note which shall include a reliable
estimate of the financial and actuarial effect of the proposed
change in any such retirenent system

RULE 20
Bills Confined to One Subject

19790H0053R1122 - 18 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

No bill shall be passed containing nore than one subject,

whi ch shall be clearly expressed in its title, except a general

appropriation bill or a bill codifying or compiling the |aw or a
part thereof. (Constitution, Article Ill, Section 3).
RULE 21

Consi deration of Bills

Every bill and every joint resolution shall be considered on
three different days. Al amendnents made thereto shall be
printed for the use of the nenbers before the final vote is
taken thereon, and before the final vote is taken, upon witten
request addressed to the presiding officer by at |east twenty-
five per cent of the nenbers elected to the House, any bill
shall be read at length. No bill shall becone |law and no joint
resol uti on adopted unless, on its final passage, the vote is
t aken by yeas and nays, the nanes of the persons voting for and
against it are entered on the Journal, and a nmajority of the
menbers el ected to the House is recorded thereon as voting in
its favor. (Constitution, Article Ill, Section 4).

RULE 22
First Consideration Bills

Bills reported fromconmttees shall be considered for the
first time when reported and shall then be automatically renoved
fromthe calendar and laid on the table, except House bills
reported fromconmttees after the first Monday in June until
the first Monday in Septenber which shall then be automatically
reconmtted to the Conmttee on Rul es.

After the first Monday in Septenber, any bill which was
automatically reconmtted to the Commttee on Rules pursuant to
this Rule 22 shall automatically be re-reported to the floor of

the House and laid on the table.
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The Rules Conmittee shall not in any instance have the power
to anend a bill that has al ready gone through another comm ttee.
Any bill which was automatically laid on the table pursuant

to this Rule 22 and has remained on the table for fifteen

| egi sl ati ve days shall automatically be renoved fromthe table
and returned to the cal endar for second consideration the next
| egi sl ative day.

Any bill which was automatically laid on the table pursuant
to this Rule 22 may be renoved fromthe table by notion of the
Majority Leader, or his designee, acting on a report of the
Committee on Rules. Such report shall be in witing and a copy
t hereof distributed to each nenber. Any bill so renoved fromthe
tabl e shall be placed on the second consi deration cal endar on
the legislative day follow ng such renoval. Nothing herein shal
affect the right of any nmenber to nake a notion to renove a bill
fromthe table.

Amendnent s shall not be proposed, nor is any other notion in
order on first consideration.

Bills shall not be considered beyond first consideration
until the latest print thereof is on the desks of the nmenbers.

RULE 23
Second Consideration Bills

Bills on second consideration shall be considered in their
cal endar order and be subject to anendnent.

No House bill on second consideration shall be considered
until called up by a nenber.

RULE 24
Third Consi deration and Final Passage Bills
Bills on third consideration and final passage shall be

considered in their cal endar order.
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A bill on third consideration nmay be anmended.
After a bill is agreed to on third consideration, the Speaker
shall state the question as follows:
“"This bill has been considered on three
di fferent days and agreed to and is now on fi nal
passage. "
"The question is, shall the bill pass finally?"
"Agreeable to the provision of the Constitution, the yeas
the yeas and nays will now be taken."
RULE 25
Defeated Bills
When a bill or resolution has been defeated by the House, it
shall not be reintroduced, or, except as provided in Rule 26, be
reconsi dered, nor shall it be in order to consider a simlar
one, or to act on a Senate bill or resolution of |ike inport,
during the sanme session.
RULE 26
Reconsi derati on
A notion to reconsider the vote by which a bill, resolution
or other matter was passed or defeated shall be made in witing
by two nenbers. The notion shall be in order only under the
order of business in which the vote proposed to be reconsi dered
occurred and shall be decided on a roll call vote by a majority
vote. No notion to reconsider shall be in order when the bill,
resolution or other matter is no longer in the possession of or
is not properly before the House.
A notion to reconsider any such vote nust be nmade on the sane
day on which the initial vote was taken or within the succeedi ng
five days in which the House is in session, provided such bill,

resolution or other matter is still in the possession of or is
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properly before the House.

When a notion to reconsider any such vote is made within the
aforesaid tine limts and is decided by the affirmative vote
prescri bed herein, the question imediately recurs on the bill,
resol ution or other matter reconsidered.

Where a bill, resolution or other matter has been initially
defeated and a notion to reconsider is not tinely made, then
such bill, resolution or other matter shall carry the status of
"defeated finally" and not properly before the House. Therefore,
it shall not be in order to entertain a notion to reconsi der any
such vote.

Wiere a tinmely nade notion to reconsider is lost, it shal
not be in order to again entertain a notion to reconsider any
such vote, even though such second notion to reconsider is
tinmely made.

Where a bill, resolution, or other matter has been initially
defeated, and a tinmely nade notion to reconsider the vote is
lost, or if no notion to reconsider the vote was tinely made,
then it shall not be in order for the House thereafter to
receive or consider a new bill, resolution or other matter
enbracing therein a subject or purpose basically identical to or
of simlar inport to the subject matter or purpose of the bill,
resolution or matter initially defeated.

The vote on a bill or resolution recalled fromthe Governor
may be reconsidered at any tine after the bill or resolution has

been returned to the House.

RULE 27
Amendnent s
No bill shall be anmended so as to change its origina
pur pose. (Constitution, Article Ill, Section 1).
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No notion or proposition on a subject different fromthat
under consideration shall be adm tted under col or of anmendnent.

Any nenber may nove to anend a bill or resolution, provided
t he proposed anmendnent is germane to the subject. Questions
i nvol vi ng whet her an anendnent is germane to the subject shal
be deci ded by the House.

No anendnment to an anendnent shall be admtted nor
consi der ed.

The sponsor of the anmendnent shall explain the amendnent
prior to consideration by the House.

Bef ore consi deration, eight typewitten copies of a proposed
anmendnent signed by its sponsor shall be presented to the
Speaker, one copy of which shall be delivered to the news nedia
and a printed copy in typewitten form prepared by the
Legi sl ati ve Reference Bureau shall be placed on the desk of each
menber .

Amendnent s adopted or defeated may not be consi dered again
wi thout first reconsidering the vote.

RULE 28
Bills Anendi ng Existing Law

Bills anmendi ng existing | aw shall indicate present |anguage
to be omtted by placing it within brackets and new | anguage to
be inserted by underscoring. (Constitution, Article IIl, Section
6) .

RULE 29
Form for Printing Arendnents

In printing anendnents to bills and resolutions, all new
matter added shall be in CAPITAL LETTERS, and nmatter to be
elimnated shall be indicated by strike-out type.

In reprinting House bills previously anended by the House and
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inreprinting Senate bills previously anmended by the Senate, but
not in Senate bills previously anmended by the House, all nmatters
appearing in strike-out type shall be dropped fromthe new print
and all matter appearing in CAPITAL LETTERS shall be reset in
| ower case Ronman type
RULE 30
House Bills Anended by the Senate

When a House bill or joint resolution has been anended by the
Senate and returned to the House for concurrence, it shall not
be considered until placed on the cal endar and copi es thereof
are on the desks of the nenbers.

When acting on bills or joint resolutions anmended by the
Senate, the amendnents shall be read and the question put on the
concurrence in the anendnents.

The House shall not consider any proposed anendnent to any
anmendnent nmade by the Senate to a House bill or joint
resol ution.

A majority vote of the nmenbers elected to the House taken by
yeas and nays shall be required to concur in anendnents nmade by
the Senate, except for appropriations to charitable and
educational institutions not under the absolute control of the
Conmonweal th, where a vote of two-thirds of all the nmenbers
el ected to the House shall be required to concur. (Constitution,
Article I'll, Sections 5 and 30).

RULE 31
Bills Vetoed by the Governor

When the CGovernor has returned a bill to the House with his
obj ections, the veto nessage shall be read and the House shal
proceed to reconsider it. (Constitution, Article IV, Section

15) .
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RULE 32
Hospital and Honme Appropriations or
Acqui ring Lands of the Comonweal th

No bills appropriating noneys to State-aided hospitals or
St at e- ai ded hones shall be introduced in the House, except such
as appropriate in single bills the total sumto be appropriated
to all of the institutions within the same class or group.
Requests for appropriations for particular State-aided hospitals
or State-aided hones shall be filed with the Chairman of the
Committee on Appropriations on forns to be furnished by the said
Committee on Appropriations, and shall be signed by the nenber
requesting the appropriation.

No bill granting or conveyi ng Coormonweal th | ands or taking
title thereto shall be reported by any Conmittee to the House
unl ess there has been filed with the Chief Cerk and the
Chai rman of the reporting commttee a nenorandum fromthe
Depart ment of Ceneral Services indicating the use to which the
property is presently enployed, the full consideration for the
transfer, if any, a departnental appraisal of the property,
including its valuation and a list of recorded liens and
encunbrances, if any, the use to which the property will be
enpl oyed upon its transfer, the date by which the land is needed
for its new use, and the legislative district or districts in
which the land is | ocated. The nenorandum shall contain a
statement by a responsible person in the Departnent of Cenera
Services indicating whether or not the adm nistration favors the
transfer which is the subject of the bill under consideration.

RULE 33
Speci al Legi sl ation

No | ocal or special bill shall be passed by the House unl ess
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notice of the intention to apply therefor has been published in
the locality where the matter or the thing to be affected may be
situated, which notice shall be at least thirty days prior to
the introduction into the General Assenbly of such bill and in

t he manner provided by |aw, the evidence of such notice having

been published shall be exhibited in the General Assenbly before

the act shall be passed. (Constitution, Article Ill, Section 7).
No | ocal or special bill shall be considered in violation of
Article I'll, Section 32, of the Constitution.
RULE 34

Non- Pref erred Appropriations

No bill shall be passed appropriating noney to any charitable
or educational institution not under absolute control of the
Commonweal th, except by a vote of two-thirds of all nenbers
el ected. (Constitution, Article Ill, Section 17).

RULE 35
House and Concurrent Resol utions

Menbers introducing resol utions other than concurrent
resolutions shall file five copies thereof; seven copies of
concurrent resolutions shall be filed. Al resolutions shall be
signed by their sponsors, dated and filed with the Chief O erk.
After being nunbered, one copy of all resolutions shall be given
to the news nedia and all other copies delivered to the Speaker.
A sponsor may not be added or withdrawn after a resolution has
been printed. Resolutions may not be wi thdrawn after reference
to a commttee.

Unl ess privileged under Rule 36 for inmediate consideration,
t he Speaker shall refer House resolutions (except D scharge
Resol utions) and Senate resolutions presented to the House for

concurrence to appropriate conmittees.
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The Speaker shall report to the House the committees to which
resol uti ons have been referred, either on the day introduced or
received or the next two |egislative days the House is in
sessi on.

A resolution introduced in the House and referred to
commttee shall be printed and placed in the House fil es.

When a resol ution (House or Senate) is reported from
committee, it shall be placed on the cal endar and may be call ed
up by a nmenber for consideration by the House under the order of
busi ness of resol utions.

RULE 36
Privileged Resol utions

Resol utions privileged for the i medi ate consi deration of the
House are those:

a. Recalling fromor returning bills to the Governor

b. Recalling fromor returning bills to the Senate

c. Oiginated by the Cormittee on Rul es

d. Providing for a Joint Session of the Senate and House and
its procedure

e. Placing bills negatived by commttees on the cal endar

f. Adjournnment or recess

RULE 37
Legislative Citation

A menber making a request that a Legislative Ctation be
issued to a particular person or on a specified occasion shal
provi de the Legislative Reference Bureau with the facts
necessary for the preparation of the Ctation on a suitable
form

The G tation request shall be filed with the Chief Cerk and

automatically referred to the Speaker who nmay approve and sign
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such citation on behalf of the House of Representatives.
One original Ctation shall be issued by the Chief Cerk.
RULE 38
Sine Die and Final Introduction of Bills

Resol utions fixing the time for adjournnment of the Ceneral
Assenbly sine die and the |ast day for introduction of bills in
t he House shall be referred to the Conmttee on Rules before
consi deration by the House.

RULE 39
Petitions, Renonstrances and Menorials

Petitions, renonstrances, nenorials and ot her papers
presented by a nmenber shall be signed, dated and filed with the
Chief Clerk to be by himhanded to the Speaker for reference to
appropriate conmttees.

The Speaker shall report to the House the committees to which
petitions, renonstrances, nenorials and other papers have been
referred, not later than the next day the House is in session
following the day of filing.

RULE 40
Messages

Messages fromthe Senate and commruni cations fromthe Governor
shall be received and read in the House within one |egislative
day thereafter.

Al'l House and Senate bills shall be delivered to the Senate
wi th appropriate nessages no later than the close of the next
| egi sl ative day of the Senate which follows the fifth
| egi sl ative day after which the House acted on such bill.

Al'l House bills returned by the Senate after final passage
therein without anendnent, and all conference comrttee reports

on House bills received fromthe Senate and adopted by the
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House, shall be signed by the Speaker within one |egislative day
after recei pt or adoption, respectively, and shall be delivered
to the Senate before the close of the next |egislative day of

t he Senate.

Al'l House bills and all conference conmittee reports on House
bills signed by the Speaker shall be delivered to the Governor
within twenty-four hours after return fromthe Senate with the
signature of the appropriate Senate officer.

RULE 41
Kind and Rank of Committee

The Committees of the House shall be of four kinds and rank
in the order naned:

Committee of the Wiol e House

St andi ng Comm ttees

Sel ect Conmittees

Conference Committees

RULE 42
Committee of the Wole

The House nay resolve itself into a Commttee of the Wol e at
any time on the notion of a nmenber adopted by a majority vote of
t he House.

In formng the Conmttee of the Wl e, the Speaker shal
| eave the chair, after appointing a Chairman to preside.

The rules of the House shall be observed in the Commttee of
the Whole as far as applicable, except that a nmenber may speak
nore than once on the sane question.

A notion to adjourn, to lay on the table, or for the previous
guestion cannot be put in the Commttee of the Wole; but a
notion to limt or close debate is permssible.

A notion that the Conmttee of the Wwole "do now ri se and
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report back to the House," shall always be in order, and shal
be deci ded w t hout debate.

Amendnments nmade in the Comm ttee of the Wole shall not be
read when the Speaker resunmes the Chair, unless so ordered by
t he House.

RULE 43
St andi ng Committees and Sub-Conmm ttees

The Commttee on Conmittees shall consist of the Speaker and
fifteen nenbers of the House, ten of whom shall be nenbers of
the Mpjority Party and five of whom shall be nenbers of the
Mnority Party, whose duty shall be to recommend to the House
t he nanes of nmenbers who are to serve on the Standing Comm ttees
of the House.

The Speaker shall appoint the Chairman and Vi ce- Chairman of
each Standing Conmittee when such Standing Conmittee has no
St andi ng Sub-committees as prescribed herein; when the Standing
Committee has Standi ng Sub-Comm ttees, the Speaker shall appoint
a Sub-commttee Chairman for each Standi ng Sub-conmittee. The
Speaker shall appoint a secretary for each Standing Conmittee.
The Mnority Leader shall appoint the Mnority Chairmn and
Mnority Vice-Chairman of each Standing Conmttee and the
M nority Sub-Conm ttee Chairman for each Standi ng Sub-Commttee.

The Speaker of the House, Floor Leader of the Majority Party
and the Fl oor Leader of the Mnority Party shall be ex-officio
menbers of all Standing Commttees, without the right to vote
and they shall be excluded fromany |limtation as to the nunber
of menbers on the Commttees or in counting a quorum

Twent y-one Standing Comrmttees of the House, each to consi st
of twenty-three nenbers except the Committee on Appropriations,

whi ch shall consist of thirty-one nmenbers, are hereby created.
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In addition, there is hereby created twenty-two Standi ng Sub-
Conmi t t ees.

Al'l Standing Conmittees shall consist of fourteen nenbers of
the Majority Party and nine nenbers of the Mnority Party,
except the Commttee on Appropriations which shall consist of
twenty nmenbers of the Majority Party and el even nenbers of the
Mnority Party. The quorum for each of the Standing Comm ttees
and Sub-comm ttees shall be no less than the majority of said
Committees. The followi ng are the Standing Conmittees and Sub-
conmi ttees thereof:

1. Agriculture and Rural Affairs
2. Appropriations
a. Sub-committee on Health and Welfare
b. Sub-commttee on Education
c. Sub-commttee on Capital Budget
3. Business and Conmerce
a. Sub-commttee on Banking and Savi ngs and Loan
Associ ati ons
b. Sub-commttee on Housing
c. Sub-commttee on Industrial Devel opment, Recreation
and Tourism
4. Conservation
5. Consuner Affairs
a. Sub-commttee on Public Uilities
6. Education
a. Sub-commttee on Basic Education
b. Sub-commttee on Hi gher Education
7. Federal -State Rel ations
8. Finance

9. Gane and Fi sheries
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Heal th and Wl fare
a. Sub-committee on Health
b. Sub-committee on Wl fare
c. Sub-commttee on Youth and Agi ng

| nsur ance

Judi ci ary
a. Sub-committee on Crine and Corrections
b. Sub-committee on Courts

Labor Rel ations

Li quor Contro

Local Gover nnent
a. Sub-conmmttee on Boroughs
b. Sub-committee on Counties
c. Sub-commttee on Townshi ps

M nes and Ener gy Managenent

Pr of essi onal Licensure

St ate Gover nnent

Transportation
a. Sub-conmmttee on H ghways

b. Sub-commttee on Public Transportation
c. Sub-commttee on Transportation Safety
Urban Affairs
a. Sub-committee on Cities, Counties - First C ass
b. Sub-committee on Cities, Counties - Second C ass
Mlitary and Veterans Affairs
RULE 44

Organi zation of Standing Conmttees and Sub-Committees
e nmenbership of each Standing Committee shall first neet
the call of its Chairman and perfect its organization. A
ity of the menbers to which each Standing Conmittee is
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entitled shall constitute a quorumfor it to proceed to

busi ness. Each Standing Comm ttee shall have the power to
pronul gate rul es not inconsistent with these rules which may be
necessary for the orderly conduct of its business.

Where a Standing Conmttee has Standi ng Sub-Conmittees as
prescri bed by Rule 43, the nenbership on such Standi ng Sub-
Committees shall be appointed by the Comrittee on Conmttees
after consultation with each Chairman of a Standing Committee of
whi ch the Standing Sub-Committee is a part. Each Standi ng Sub-
Committee shall consist of the Chairman of its parent Standing
Committee, as an ex-officio nmenber, the Chairman of the Standing
Sub-Comm ttee, and five other nmenbers fromthe parent Standing
Committee to be appointed by the Cormittee on Cormittees three
fromanong the majority party after consultation with the
Majority Leader, and two fromanong the mnority party after
consultation with the Mnority Leader. Wiere it is deened
advi sabl e that the nenbership of any Standi ng Sub-Comrittee be
of greater nunber than that prescribed herein, the Commttee on
Committees may appoint additional nenbers of the Standing
Committee fromthe majority or mnority party to serve on such
St andi ng Sub- Committee. The nunber of additional nenbers
sel ected should be such as to maintain, as far as is
practicable, a ratio in mgjority and mnority party menbership
which affords a fair and reasonabl e representation to the
mnority party on the Standing Sub-comm ttee.

The Chairman and the Mnority Chairman of each Standing
Committee shall be ex-officio nenbers of each Standi ng Sub-
commttee which is part of the parent Standing Conmittee, with
the right to attend Standi ng Sub-comrttee neetings and vote on

any matter before such Standi ng Sub-conmtt ee.
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A mgjority of the nmenbers of each Standing Sub-commttee
shall constitute a quorumfor the proper conduct of its
busi ness. Each Standi ng Sub-comm ttee may pronul gate such rul es
necessary for the conduct of its business which are not
inconsistent with the rules of its parent Standing Conmittee or
the Rul es of the House.

When the chairman of a Standing Cormittee has referred a
bill, resolution or other matter to a Standi ng Sub-conmtt ee,

t he power and control over such bill, resolution or other matter
shall then reside in such Sub-conmittee for a reasonabl e period
of time thereafter in order that such Sub-comm ttee may consi der
the bill, resolution or other matter and return the sanme to its
Standing Commttee with its recomrendations as to the action

whi ch ought to be taken on such bill, resolution or other
matter.

Each Standi ng Sub-commttee, within a reasonable tine after
it has received a bill, resolution or other matter, shall neet
as a commttee for the purpose of considering the sane and
returning the bill, resolution or other natter back to its
parent Standing Conmittee with a Sub-committee report as to what
action it reconmends. The report of the Sub-committee on a bill,
resolution or other natter being returned to the Standing
Committee shall contain one of the follow ng reconmendati ons:

a. That the bill, resolution or other matter in its
present form be reported to the House,

b. that the bill, resolution, or other matter not be
reported to the House,

c. that the bill, resolution or other matter be reported
to the House, with recommendati ons for anmendments,

d. that the bill, resolution or other matter is returned
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wi t hout reconmendati ons.

When a Standing Commttee receives reports fromits Sub-
commttees, it shall consider the sane and by majority vote of
the nenbers of the Standing Conmttee either approve or
di sapprove such report. If disapproved, the Standing Commttee
may then determne by a mgjority vote of its nmenbers what
further action, if any, should be taken on such bill, resolution
or other matter.

Where no action has been taken by a Standing Sub-commttee on
a bill, resolution or other matter referred to it, and the
chai rman of the Standing Conmittee considers that such Sub-
conmittee has had reasonable tinme to consider the bill,
resolution or other matter and return the sane to its parent
Standi ng Comm ttee. The Sub-commttee Chairman shall then
forthwith surrender and forward the same, together with al
docunents or papers pertaining thereto, to the Standing
Conmi ttee.

In the event that a Chairman of a Standing Committee is
absent, the followi ng rules shall apply:

1. If such Standing Cormittee has no Sub-conmttee
prescri bed by Rule 44, the Vice-Chairman of the Standing
Committee shall act as Chairman of the Commttee neetings;

2. |If such Standing Conmttee has only one Sub-Commttee,

t he Sub-conmittee Chairnman shall act as Chai rnman of the Standing
Conmittee; and

3. If the Standing Cormittee has nore than one Sub-
commttee, the Sub-commttee Chairman with the | ongest
consecutive | egislative service shall act as Chairman of the
St andi ng Comm ttee, except where the Sub-commttee Chairnen have

equal legislative service, in which case the Speaker of the
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House shal |l designate one of the Sub-commttee Chairmen to act
as Chairman of the Standing Commttee.

In case of absence of a Sub-commttee Chairman, the Chairman
of the appropriate standing Commttee shall designate one nenber
fromeither the Standing Commttee or Sub-commttee to act as
Chai rman of the Sub-committee.

RULE 45
Powers and Duties of Standing Commttees
and Sub- Committees

The Chairman of each Standing Conmittee and Sub-conmittee
shall fix regular weekly, biweekly or nmonthly neeting days for
t he transaction of business before the Conmttee or Sub-
conmittee. The Chairman of the Committee or Sub-committee shal
notify all nmenbers, at |east twenty-four hours in advance of the
date, tinme and place of regular neetings, and, insofar as
possi bl e, the subjects on the agenda. In addition to regul ar
neeti ngs, special neetings may be called fromtinme to tinme by
the Chairman of the Cormittee or Sub-commttee as they deem
necessary. No conmittee shall neet during any session of the
House wi thout first obtaining perm ssion of the Speaker. During
any such neeting, no vote shall be taken on the Floor of the
House on any anmendnent, reconmttal notion, final passage of any
bill, or any other matter requiring a roll call vote. Any
Committee neeting called off the Floor of the House shall neet
in a conmttee room In addition to the specific provisions of
this Rule 45, all provisions of the act of July 19, 1974
(P.L.486, No.175) relative to notice of neetings shall be
conplied wth.

At regularly schedul ed neetings, or upon the call of the

Chai rman, or Sub-Commttee Chairman, for special neetings, the
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menber shi p of such Commttees shall neet to consider any bill,
resolution, or other matter on the agenda. The Secretary of each
Standing Commttee, or in case of Sub-Commttees a secretary
desi gnated by the Sub-Committee Chairman, shall record: (1) the
m nutes of the neeting, (2) all votes taken, and (3) a roll or
attendance of nenbers at Standing Conmittee or Sub-Comm ttee
neeti ngs showi ng the nanes of those present, absent or excused
from attendance; such records shall be open to public
i nspection. On the first legislative day of each week the House
is in session, the Chairman of each Standing Comrttee shal
submt to the Chief Cerk for inclusion in the House Journal,
the roll or record of attendance of menbers at Standing
Committee or Sub-commttee neetings held prior thereto and not
yet reported, along with the record of all votes taken at such
nmeetings. Al neetings at which formal action is taken by a
Standing Comm ttee or Sub-Commttee shall be open to the public,
maki ng such reports as are required under Rule 44. \Wen any
menber, except for an excused absence, fails to attend five
consecutive regular meetings of his conmttee, the Chairnman of
that Commttee or Sub-Commttee shall notify himof that fact
and, if the nenber in question fails to reasonably justify his
absences to the satisfaction of a nmagjority of the nenbership of
the Standing Committee of which he is a nmenber, his nenbership
on the Conmttee or Sub-Comm ttee shall be deened vacant and the
Chai rman of the Standing Conmittee shall notify the Speaker of
the House to that effect. Such vacancy shall then be filled in
t he manner prescribed by these rules.

Whenever the Chairman of any Standing Commttee shall refuse
to call a regular neeting, then a nmgjority of the nenbers of the

Standing Commttee may vote to call a neeting by giving two days
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witten notice to the Speaker of the House, setting the tinme and
pl ace for such nmeeting. Such notice shall be read in the House
and the sane posted by the Chief Clerk in the House Chanber.
Thereafter, the nmeeting shall be held at the tinme and pl ace
specified in the notice. In addition, all provisions of the act
of July 19, 1974 (P.L.486, No.175), relative to notice of

neeti ngs shall be conplied wth.

Each Secretary of a Standing Committee and each Secretary of
a Standing Sub-Comrittee shall keep a record of the dispatch of
the bills, resolutions, conmrittee reports and other nmatters
before it in an appropriate journal which shall be open to
public inspection.

Records, bills and other papers in the possession of
comm ttees and sub-conmttees, upon final adjournnment of the
House shall be filed with the Chief C erk.

No Comrmittee report, except a report of the Appropriations
Committee, shall be recognized by the House, unless the sane has
been acted upon by a majority vote of the nenbers of a Standing
Committee present at a Conmittee session actually assenbl ed and
neeting as a Commttee, provided such nmajority vote nunbers at
| east ten nmenbers, and provided further a quorumis present. No
commttee report of the Appropriations Comrittee shall be
recogni zed by the House, unless the sane has been acted upon by
a majority vote of the nenbers of such commttee present at a
commttee session actually assenbl ed and neeting as a conmttee,
provi ded such majority vote nunbers at |east fourteen nenbers,
and provided further a quorumis present. Al reports of
Standing Comm ttees shall be prepared in witing by the
Secretary of the Commttee. Menbers of a Standing Commttee nmay

prepare in witing and file a mnority report, setting forth the
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reasons for their dissent.

When the majority of the nmenbers of a Standing Commttee
believe that a certain bill or resolution in the possession of
the Standing Commttee shoul d be considered and acted upon by
such Commttee, they may request the Chairman to include the
same as part of the business of a commttee neeting. Upon
failure of the Chairman to conply with such request, the
menbership may require that such bill be considered by witten
noti on nmade and approved by a majority vote of the entire
menbership to which such Conmmttee is entitled.

Whenever the phrase "mgjority of nenbers of a Standing
Conmittee or Sub-committee” is used in these rules, it shal
mean majority of the entire nmenbership to which a Standing
Conmittee or Sub-committee is entitled, unless the context
t hereof indicates a different intent.

To assi st the House in appraising the adm nistration of the
| aws and in devel opi ng such anendnents or related | egislation as
it may deem necessary, each Standing Commttee or Sub-commttee
of the House shall exercise continuous watchful ness of the
execution by the adm nistrative agenci es concerned of any | aws,
the subject matter of which is within the jurisdiction of such
commttee or sub-commttee; and, for that purpose, shall study
all pertinent reports and data submtted to the House by the
agencies in the executive branch of the Governnent.

RULE 46
Conmittee on Rul es

The Commttee on Rules shall consist of the Speaker, the
Majority Leader, the Majority Wiip, the Mnority Leader, the
Mnority Wiip, six nmenbers of the majority party appoi nted by

t he Speaker, and three nenbers of the mnority party appointed
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by the Mnority Leader. The Majority Leader shall be Chairman.

The Comm ttee shall make recommendati ons designed to inprove
and expedite the business and procedure of the House and its
commttees, and to propose to the House any anendnents to the
Rul es deened necessary. The Commttee shall also do all things
necessary to fulfill any assignnent or duty given to the
Committee by any resolution, or other rule of the House of
Represent ati ves.

The Commttee shall be privileged to report at any tine.

The Commttee shall, until or unless superseded by |aw, adopt
gui delines for the expenditure of all funds appropriated to the
House or to any nmenber or nonnmenber officer by any appropriation
act .

Such gui delines shall include a detailed statenment of the
general and specific purposes for which the funds fromthat
appropriation account may be used, as well as uniform standards
of required docunentation, accounting systens and record keeping
pr ocedur es.

RULE 47
Et hics Committee

As used in the context of this rule, the word "Committee"
shall mean the Conmittee on Ethics of the House of
Representatives, and the phrase "majority of the Commttee:
shall nean a majority of the menbers to which the Commttee is
entitl ed:

The Committee shall consist of eight nenbers: four of whom
shall be nmenbers of the Majority Party appointed by the Speaker,
and four of whom shall be nmenbers of the Mnority Party
appointed by the Mnority Leader. The Speaker shall appoint from

t he nenbers a Chairman, Vice Chairnman and Secretary for the
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Committee. The Chairman shall be a nenber of the mpjority party
and the Vice Chairman shall be a nmenber of the mnority party.

The Chairman shall notify all nenbers of the Commttee at
| east twenty-four hours in advance of the date, time and pl ace
of a regular neeting. Wienever the Chairman shall refuse to cal
a regular neeting, a majority of the Commttee nay vote to cal
a neeting by giving two days' witten notice to the Speaker of
t he House setting forth the tine and place for such neeting.
Such notice shall be read in the House and posted in the House
Chanber by the Chief Cerk, or his designee. Thereafter, the
neeting shall be held at the tine and place specified in such
noti ce.

The Commi ttee shall conduct its investigations, hearings and
neetings relating to a specific investigation or a specific
menber, officer or enployee of the House in closed session and
the fact that such investigation is being conducted or to be
conducted or that hearings or such neetings are being held or
are to be held shall be confidential information unless the
person subject to investigation advises the Commttee in witing
that he elects that such hearings shall be held publicly. In the
event of such an election, the Comm ttee shall furnish such
person a public hearing. Al other neetings of the Conmittee
shall be open to the public.

The Comm ttee shall receive conplaints agai nst nmenbers,
of ficers and enpl oyees of the House, and persons regi stered or
carrying on activities regulated by the act of Septenber 30,
1961 (P.L.1778, No.712), known as the "Lobbying Registration and

Regul ation Act," alleging illegal or unethical conduct. Any such
conplaint nmust be in witing verified by the person filing the

conplaint and nust set forth in detail the conduct in question
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and the section of the "Legislative Code of Ethics," the
"Lobbyi ng Regi stration and Regul ation Act," or House rule
violated. The Commttee shall nmake a prelimnary investigation
of the conmplaint, and if it is determined by a nagjority of the
Committee that a violation of the rule or I aw may have occurred,
t he person agai nst whom the conpl ai nt has been brought shall be
notified in witing and given a copy of the conplaint. Wthin
fifteen days after receipt of the conplaint, such person may
file a witten answer thereto with the Conmttee. Upon receipt
of the answer, by vote of a majority of the Commttee, the
Committee shall either dismss the conplaint within ten days or
proceed with a formal investigation, to include hearings, not
| ess than ten days nor nore than thirty days after notice in
witing to the persons so charged. Failure of the person charged
to file an answer shall not be deened to be an adm ssion or
create an inference or presunption that the conplaint is true,
and such failure to file an answer shall not prohibit a mayjority
of the Commttee fromeither proceeding with a fornmal
i nvestigation or dismssing the conplaint.

A majority of the Committee nay initiate a prelimnary
i nvestigation of the suspected violation of a Legislative Code
of Ethics or House rule by a nmenber, officer or enployee of the
House or |obbyist. If it is determined by a majority of the
Committee that a violation of a rule or | aw may have occurred,
the person in question shall be notified in witing of the
conduct in question and the section of the "Legislative Code of
Et hics," the "Lobbying Registration and Regul ati on Act" or House
rule violated. Wthin fifteen days, such person may file a
witten answer thereto. Upon receipt of the answer, by vote of a

majority of the Conmttee, the Commttee shall either dismss
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the charges within ten days or proceed with a fornal

i nvestigation, to include hearings, not |ess than ten days nor
nore than thirty days after notice in witing to the person so
charged. Failure of the person charged to file an answer shal

not be deenmed to be an adm ssion or create an inference or
presunption that the charge is true, and such failure to file an
answer shall not prohibit a majority of the Conmmttee from

ei ther proceeding with a formal investigation or dismssing the
char ge.

In the event that the Conmittee shall elect to proceed with a
formal investigation of the conduct of any nenber, officer or
enpl oyee of the House, the Comm ttee shall enpl oy independent
counsel who shall not be enployed by the House for any other
purpose or in any other capacity during such investigation.

Al'l constitutional rights of any person under investigation
shall be preserved, and such person shall be entitled to present
evi dence, cross-exam ne wtnesses, face his accuser, and be
represented by counsel .

The Chairman may continue any hearing for reasonabl e cause,
and upon the vote of a majority of the Commttee or upon the
request of the person subject to investigation, the Chairman
shal |l issue subpoenas for the attendance and testinony of
wi t nesses and the production of docunmentary evidence relating to
any matter under formal investigation by the Conmttee. The
Committee may administer oaths or affirmations and exam ne and
recei ve evidence.

Al'l testinony, docunents, records, data, statenents or
i nformation received by the Cormittee in the course of any
i nvestigation shall be private and confidential except in the

case of public hearings or in a report to the House. No report
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shall be made to the House unless a mpjority of the Conmittee
has made a finding of unethical or illegal conduct on the part
of the person under investigation. No finding of unethical or
illegal conduct shall be valid unless signed by at |east a
majority of the Conmittee. Any such report may include a
mnority report. No action shall be taken on any finding of
illegal or unethical conduct nor shall such finding or report
cont ai ni ng such finding be nade public sooner than seven days
after a copy of the finding is sent by certified nmail to the
menber, officer or enployee under investigation.

The Commttee may neet with a Conmttee of the Senate to hold
i nvestigations or hearings involving enployees of the two houses
jointly or officers or enployees of the Legislative Reference
Bureau, the Joint State Governnent Conm ssion, Local Government
Commi ssion, Legislative Budget and Fi nance Conmittee and the
Legi sl ative Data Processing Comm ttee; provided, however, that
no action may be taken at a joint neeting unless it is approved
by a majority of the Commttee.

In the event that a nmenber of the Committee shall be under
i nvestigation, such nenber shall be tenporarily replaced on the
Committee in a |like manner as said nmenber's original
appoi nt ment .

The Comm ttee, whether or not at the request of a nenber,
of ficer or enployee concerned about an ethical problemrelating
to hinmself alone or in conjunction with others, may render
advi sory opinions with regard to questions pertaining to
| egi sl ative ethics or decorum Such advisory opinions, with such
del eti ons and changes as shall be necessary to protect the
identity of the persons involved or seeking them may be

publ i shed and shall be distributed to all the nmenbers of the
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House.

Any nenber of the Commttee breaching the confidentiality of
materials and events as set forth in this rule shall be renopved
i mredi ately fromthe Committee and replaced by anot her menber of
the House in a |like manner as said nmenber's original
appoi nt ment .

The Comm ttee may adopt rules of procedure for the orderly
conduct of its affairs, investigations, hearings and neetings,
whi ch rules are not inconsistent with this rule.

The Commttee shall continue to exist and have authority and
power to function after the sine die Adjournnent of the Ceneral
Assenbly and shall so continue until the expiration of the then
current termof office of the nmenbers of the Conmttee.

RULE 47 (a)
Special Commttee on Internal Affairs
and House Adm nistration

(1) The Conmittee shall consist of the Speaker, Mjority
Leader, Mnority Leader, four nmenbers of the Majority Party to
be el ected by the caucus, one of whom shall be naned
Chai rperson, and five nmenbers of the Mnority Party to be
el ected by the caucus. Al appointnents shall be nade by the
Speaker, including the Chairperson.

(2) The powers and duties of the Committee shall include,
but not be limted to the foll ow ng:

(a) To review all public accounts under the control or
jurisdiction of the Chief Cerk, Secretary, Conptroller,
Mnority Staff Admi nistrator, Majority and Mnority Commttee
Chai rpersons, all nmenbers el ected by the respective caucuses and
any ot her nenber or person elected by the nmenbership of the

House.
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(b) Such review shall be conducted at |east quarterly and at
such other tinmes as the Commttee nay choose.

(c) The findings of each review shall be published in a
Committee report and shall be available for public inspection. A
copy of said report shall be furnished to any interested person
upon request and paynent of the actual cost to duplicate the
sane.

(d) The Conmittee may promul gate rules and regul ations to
carry out the purview of this Rule which shall be distributed to
t he menbers of the House and which shall remain in effect unless
voi ded by a majority vote of the nenbers elected to the House.

(3) No enployee shall be assigned, hired or otherw se
engaged to regularly performduties outside the City of
Harri sburg unl ess specifically authorized in witing by the
person responsi ble for their performance and a copy of said
authorization is filed with the Commttee. Such person shal
have thirty days after adoption of this rule to conply initially
with such witten authorization requirenent.

(4) Before an enployee is assigned to a nenber or nenbers,
said menber or nenbers shall indicate their acceptance of said
enpl oyee on a formprescribed by the Commttee and sai d nenber
or nenbers shall thereafter be responsible for the faithful
performance by the enployee of his or her designated duties.

(5) (a) Any nenber or nonnenber having funds under his or
her control or jurisdiction who intentionally provides any
remuneration to another person in an apparent violation of this
Rul e or any enpl oyee who intentionally accepts any renuneration
wi t hout providing the required services or otherw se receives
public funds to which he or she is not entitled in any other

apparent violation of this Rule, shall be notified in witing by
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the Commttee of such alleged violation. Imediately follow ng
such notice, the Conmttee shall turn over all pertinent
information on the matter to the House Ethics Committee, which
shall conduct an i medi ate i nvestigation of the allegations and
report to the House within sixty days. The Ethics Commttee
shall make a recommendation to the House for appropriate action
by the House which may include a recommendati on that the person
or persons so involved shall be discharged from enpl oynent and
sai d person or persons shall not thereafter be eligible for
further enploynment by the House and/or a recommendation to the
House or respective caucus that said nenber be renoved fromhis
or her |eadership position and the House or respective caucus
shall then act on said recommendation within five |egislative
days.

(b) Whenever a determnation is nmade that a violation has
occurred, the Conmttee shall utilize all available neans to
recover the noneys disbursed in violation of this Rule.

(6) The Conmittee is authorized to enploy the services of an
Executive Director and a secretary. Said enployees shall be
conpensated in the sane manner and pay range as conparabl e
enpl oyees of the several Standing House Committees.

(7) Al neetings of the Commttee shall be open to the
public and the votes of the nmenbers recorded. No action may be
taken wi thout a quorum present and without a ngjority vote of
t hose nenbers present. A quorum shall consist of at |east seven
menbers. The Comm ttee may neet in executive session fromtine
to time subject to the [imtations of the act of July 19, 1974
(P.L.486, No.175), referred to as the Public Agency Open Meeti ng
Law.

RULE 48
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Conference Conmittee

Al'l Conmittees of Conference shall be appointed by the
Speaker and shall be conposed of three nenbers, two of whom
shall be selected fromthe Majority Party and one fromthe
Mnority Party.

The conferees shall confine thenselves to the differences
whi ch exi st between the House and Senat e.

The presentation of reports of Cormittees of Conference shal
be in order after having been signed by a mgjority of nenbers of
the Conmittee of each House.

Consideration of a report of a Commttee of Conference by the
House shall be in order when it has been printed, placed on the
desks of the nenbers and |isted on the cal endar.

RULE 49
Conmittee Action

Whenever a bill, resolution or other matter has been referred
by the Speaker of the House to a Standing Conmittee, and such
Committee has one or nore Standi ng Sub-commttees, the Chairnan
of the Standing Commttee may either refer it to an appropriate
Sub-commttee or retain it for consideration by the entire
Standing Commttee. If it is retained, such Standing Comm ttee
shall have full power and control over such bill, resolution or
other matter, except that such Commttee shall not change the
subj ect nor any anendnents adopted by the House. Were the
Chai rman of the Standing Conmittee refers such bill, resolution,
or matter to a Sub-conmmttee, such Sub-commttee, except as
herei nafter provided, shall have full power over the sane.

The reconmmendations by a commttee that a bill or resolution
be reported negatively shall not affect its consideration by the

House. The words "negative recomrendati on” shall be printed
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conspi cuously on a line above the title of this bill.

Al'l Standing Sub-conmttees shall be subject to the will of
the majority of their parent Standing Commttee and shall not
pronmul gate any rul es or take any action inconsistent with the
rules of their parent Standing Conmittee or the Rules of the
House.

RULE 50
Publ i ¢ Heari ngs

Each Standing Comrittee, Sub-commttee or select commttee to
whi ch a proposed bill, resolution or any matter is referred
shall have full power and authority to study said bill,
resolution or other matter before it, as such Conmttee, shal
determne is necessary to enable it to report properly to the
House thereon. To this end, a Standing Comm ttee, Sub-commttee,
or select conmttee, may as hereinafter provided, conduct public
hearings. No Standing Comm ttee, Sub-committee or select
commttee shall hold any public hearings w thout prior approval
by a majority vote of the menbers of the Standing Commttee and
t he Speaker or the Majority Leader of the House. The Speaker or
the Majority Leader of the House shall w thhold approval of
publ i ¢ hearings based only on budgetary consideration.

When a public hearing has been authorized as aforesaid, the
Chai rman of the Standing Conmittee, Sub-comm ttee Chairman, or
Sel ect Commttee Chairman as the case nay be, shall instruct the
Chief Clerk to give witten notice thereof to each House Menber
not | ess than five cal endar days before the proposed heari ngs
and post the same in or inmediately adjacent to the House
Chanbers. Such notice, which shall contain the day, hour and
pl ace of the hearing and the nunber or nunbers of bills or other

subject matter to be considered at such hearing, shall also be
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gi ven the supervisor of the news room and to the news nedia. In
addition, all provisions of the act of July 19, 1974 (P.L. 486,
No. 175), relative to notice of neetings shall be conplied with

Public hearings held by a Standing Comnmttee shall be chaired
by the Chairman of such Comm ttee, unless absent, in which case
an acting Chairman shall be selected in the manner prescribed by
these rules to serve in his stead. Public hearings held by
St andi ng Sub-committees shall be chaired by the Sub-comrttee
Chai rman t hereof, but the Chairman of the parent Standing
Conmittee, as an ex-officio nenber of the Sub-committee, shal
have the right to attend and participate in the hearing
proceedi ngs. In the absence of the Sub-committee Chairman, an
acting Chairman shall be appointed in the manner prescribed by
t hese rules.

Al'l public hearings shall be open to the public and
reasonabl e opportunity to be heard shall be afforded to al
interested parties who have requested an appearance before the
Committee. In addition, it shall be the responsibility of the
Committee in conducting its hearing to request the presentation
of testinony by any person who, in the opinion of the Conmttee,
is qualified to present pertinent and inportant testinony.

Such Committee shall, so far as practicable, request al
W t nesses appearing before it to file witten statenents of
their proposed testinony. The Chairman shall have the right to
fix the order of appearance and the time to be allotted to
W tnesses. Wtnesses may subnmit brief pertinent statenments in
witing for inclusion in the record. The Conmttee is the sole
j udge of the pertinency of testinony and evi dence adduced at its
heari ngs.

The Chairman, in presiding at such public hearings, shal
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preserve order and decorum in and adjacent to his conmttee
roomwhile the hearing is being conducted and he shall have the
authority to direct the renmoval fromthe Comrittee room of any
person who fails to conply with order and decorum of the
Commi tt ee.

Proceedi ngs of all public hearings shall be either
stenographically or electronically recorded. The Comm ttee shal
determ ne which parts of such recorded proceedings, if any,
shall be transcribed and the distribution thereof. Except as
herei nafter provided, no nore than four (4) copies of any
transcri pt shall be made. Such stenographic or electronic
records and at | east one copy of any transcription shall be
preserved by the Chief Clerk until he is authorized to di spose
of sane by an affirmative vote of three-quarters of the entire
menbership of the Rules Commttee and shall be made available to
any menber upon witten request for the purpose of copying or
transcription at that nmenber's expense. Any transcribed records
and any reports of the Conmttee shall be filed with the Chief
Clerk or his designee and shall be nmade avail able to any person
in accordance with reasonable rules and regul ati ons prescri bed
by the Chief Cerk. Upon paynent of a reasonable cost to be
determ ned by the Chief Cerk, a person may obtain a copy of
such transcribed records or reports.

The Chief Cerk shall not make paynent of any expenses
incurred as a result of a public hearing w thout the prior
witten approval of the Speaker or the Majority Leader of the
House.

RULE 51
I nvesti gati ons

Any Standing Conmittee, Sub-conmittee or Select Conmittee,
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upon resolution introduced and approved by majority vote of the
House, may be authorized and enpowered to conduct hearings at
any place in the Commonwealth to investigate any nmatter provided
for in such resolution. Wien authorized by such a resol ution,
such Committee shall be enpowered to issue subpoenas under the
hand and seal of the Chairman thereof conmandi ng any person to
appear before it and answer questions touching natters properly
being inquired into by the Conmttee and produce such books,
papers, records, accounts, reports, and docunments as the
Committee deens necessary. Such subpoenas nmay be served upon any
person and shall have the force and effect of subpoenas issued
out of the courts of this Comonweal th. Wiere any person
willfully neglects or refuses to conply with any subpoena issued
by the Conmittee or refuses to testify before the Commttee on
any matter regarding which he may be lawfully interrogated, it
shall be the duty of the Commttee to report such di sobedi ence
or refusal to the House of Representatives, and such person
shall be subject to the penalties provided by the | aws of the
Commonweal th in such cases. Al such subpoenaed books, papers,
records, accounts, reports, and docunents shall be returned to

t he person from whom such materi al was subpoenaed when the
Committee has conpleted its exam nation of such material, but in
no event later than the date on which the Commttee conpl etes
its investigation. Such material, or any information derived
therefromnot a part of public sessions of the Commttee, shal
not be turned over to any person or authority w thout the
consent of the person from whom such material was subpoenaed.
Each nmenber of the Committee shall have power to adm nister
oaths and affirmations to w tnesses appearing before the

Committee. The Sergeant-at-Arns of the Legislature or other
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person designated by the Conmttee shall serve any subpoenas

i ssued by the Commttee, when directed to do so by the
Committee. The subpoena shall be addressed to the witness, state
that such proceeding is before a Commttee of the House at which
the witness is required to attend and testify at a tinme and

pl ace certain and be signed by the Chairman of the Conmittee
commandi ng attendance of such witness. M| eage and w tness fees
shall be paid to such witness in an anount prescribed by |aw

The Chairman of the investigative hearing shall call the
Committee to order and announce in an opening statenent the
subj ect or purposes of the investigation.

A copy of this rule shall be made available to the w tnesses
at | east three cal endar days prior to his or her schedul ed
testimony. Wtnesses at investigative hearings, may be
acconpani ed by their own counsel for the purpose of advising
t hem concerning their constitutional rights. The Chairnman, for
breaches of order or decorum or of professional ethics on the
part of counsel, may exclude himfromthe hearing. Counsel nmay
i nterpose |l egal objection to any and all questions which in the
opi nion of counsel may violate the civil or constitutional
rights of his clients.

If the Commttee determ nes that evidence or testinony at an
i nvestigative hearing may tend to defane, degrade or incrimnate
any person, it shall:

a. receive such evidence or testinony in executive session;

b. afford such person an opportunity voluntarily to appear
as a wtness; and

c. receive and di spose of requests from such person to
subpoena additional w tnesses.

No evidence or testinony taken in executive session may be

19790H0053R1122 - 53 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N RN NN RN NN N NN R B R B R R R R R e
© 0O N O U~ W N B O © 0 N o o M W N B O

30

rel eased to any person or authority or used in public sessions
wi t hout the consent of the Committee.

Proceedi ngs of all public hearing shall be either
stenographically or electronically recorded. The Comm ttee shal
determ ne which parts of such recorded proceedings, if any,
shall be transcribed and four copies thereof shall be
di stributed and additional copies nade avail able as provided in
Rul e 50. Such stenographic or electronic records shall be
preserved by the Chief Cerk until he is directed to di spose of
same by an affirmative vote of three-quarters of the entire
menbership of the Rules Commttee and shall be made available to
any menber upon witten request for the purpose of transcription
at that nenber's expense. Any transcribed records and any
reports of the Commttee shall be filed with the Chief Cerk or
hi s desi gnee and shall be nmade avail able to any person in
accordance with reasonabl e rules and regul ati ons prescribed by
the Chief derk.

Upon paynent of a reasonable cost to be determ ned by the
Chief Clerk, a person may obtain a copy of the transcript of any
testinmony given at a public session or, if given at an executive
sessi on when aut horized by the Commttee.

RULE 52
Possession of Bills by Commttee

Wien a committee has ordered that a bill, resolution or other
matter be reported to the House, the nmenber to whomit is
assigned shall make the report thereof to the House either on
the sane day or at the next neeting of the House.

Failure of a nenber to conply with this rule shall be
reported to the House by the conmttee, provided the official

copy of the bill, resolution or other nmatter has not been
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obt ai ned. Upon a notion agreed to by the House, a duplicate
certified copy of a House bill, House resolution or other House
matter shall be furnished to the commttee by the Chief derk.

A commttee or Sub-committee shall not consider a bill,
resolution or other matter which is not in its possession.

Wien a comrittee reports to the House that a House bill,
House Resolution or other House matter referred to it is |ost,
upon a notion agreed to by the House, a duplicate certified copy
t hereof shall be furnished by the Chief derk.

If the Senate bill, Senate resolution or other Senate matter
received fromthe Senate is |ost, upon a notion agreed to by the
House, a request shall be nade to the Senate to furnish the
House with a duplicate certified copy thereof.

If a bill, resolution or other matter is |lost before it has
been referred to a commttee, the fact shall be reported to the
House and the procedure provided by this rule shall be followed.

RULE 53
Di scharge of Conmttees

A menber may present to the Chief Clerk a resolution in
witing to discharge a coonmittee fromthe consideration of a
bill or resolution which has been referred to it fifteen
| egi sl ative days prior thereto (but only one notion may be
presented for each bill or resolution). The discharge resol ution
shall be placed in the custody of the Chief Cerk, who shal
arrange sone conveni ent place for the signature of the menbers.
A signature may be withdrawn by a nmenber in witing at any tine
before the discharge resolution is entered in the Journal. Wen
twenty-five nenbers of the House shall have signed the
resolution, it shall be entered in the Journal and the title of

the bill or resolution and the nane of the conmttee to be
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di scharged shall be printed on the cal endar.

Any nenber who has signed a discharge resol uti on which has
been on the cal endar at | east one |legislative day prior thereto
and seeks recognition, shall be recognized for the purpose of
calling up the discharge resolution and the House shall proceed
to its consideration wthout intervening notion except one
notion to adjourn; however, no discharge resolution shall be
considered during the last six legislative days of any session
of the House. A nmgjority vote of all the nenbers elected to the
House shall be required to agree to a resolution to discharge a
commttee. Wien any perfected di scharge resol ution has been
acted upon by the House and defeated it shall not be in order to
entertain during the sane session of the House any ot her
di scharge resolution fromthat commttee of said neasure, or
fromany other committee of any other bill or resolution
substantially the same, relating in substance to or dealing with
t he sane subject matter

RULE 54
Presentation and Wt hdrawal of Mdtions

When a notion which is in order has been nade, the Speaker
shall state it or (if it is in witing) cause it to be read by
the Cerk. It shall then be in the possession of the House, but
it my be withdrawmn by the nmaker at any tine before decision or
amendnent .

The Speaker shall put the question in the follow ng form
viz: "those in favor of the notion will say 'aye'." After the
affirmative i s expressed, "those who are opposed will say 'no'."

Al'l notions, except for the previous question and a notion
for reconsideration, nay be nade w thout a second.

No dilatory notion shall be entertained by the Speaker.
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RULE 55
Privileged Mtions

When a question is under debate or before the House, no
notion shall be received but the follow ng, which shall take
precedence in the order naned:

1. To adjourn, or recess
2. A call of the House
3 To lay on the table
4. For the previous question
5. To postpone
6 To commit or reconmt
7. To anend

Debate on the notion to postpone shall be confined to the
guestion of the postponenent and shall not include discussion of
the mai n questi on.

The notion to commt or recommt is open to debate only as to
the reasons for or against reference to commttee and shall not
i nclude a discussion of the nmerits of the nmain question.

Debate on the notion to amend shall be limted to the
amendnent and shall not include the general nmerits of the main
guesti on.

RULE 56
Adj ourn

A notion to adjourn or recess is not debatable, cannot be
anended and is always in order, except: (a) when another mnenber
has the floor; (b) when the House is voting.

When a notion to adjourn is nade, it shall be in order for
t he Speaker, before putting the question, to permt the Majority
and Mnority Leaders and/ or one nenber designated by each of

themto state to the House any fact relating to the condition of
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t he busi ness of the House which would seemto render it
i nadvi sabl e to adjourn. These statenents shall be limted to two
m nutes and shall not be debat abl e.
RULE 57
Cal |l of the House

If a question of the absence of a quorumis raised by a
menber, the Speaker shall order the Sergeant-at-Arns to cl ose
the doors of the House. No nmenber shall be permitted to | eave
t he House, except by perm ssion of the House. The nanes of the
menbers present shall be recorded and absentees noted. Those for
whom no | eave of absence has been granted or no sufficient
excuse is made may, by order of a mpjority of the nenbers
present, be sent for and taken into custody by the Sergeant-at-
Arnms and his assistants appointed for that purpose, and brought
before the bar of the House where, unless excused by a mgjority
of the menbers present, they shall be censured or punished for
negl ect of duty as the House nmay direct.

Furt her proceedi ngs under a call of the House may be
di spensed with at any tinme after the conpletion of the roll cal
and the announcenment of the result.

These proceedi ngs shall be w thout debate, and no notion,
except to adjourn, shall be in order.

RULE 58
Persons Admitted Under a Call of the House

Menbers who voluntarily appear during a call of the House
shall be admitted to the House. Upon recognition by the Speaker
t hey shall announce their presence and their names shall be
recorded on the roll.

O ficers of the House, accredited correspondents and

enpl oyees designated by the Chief Cerk shall be admtted to the
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House during a call.

Visitors shall not be admtted to the House after the doors
are closed and until the proceedi ngs under the call are
term nated, but they shall be permitted to | eave.

RULE 59
Lay on the Table

A notion to lay on the table is not debatable, is not subject
to anendnent and carries with it the main question and all other
pendi ng questions which adhere to it, except when an appeal is
| aid on the table.

RULE 60
Motion to Take fromthe Table

A notion to take fromthe table a bill or other subject is in
order under the sane order of business in which the matter was
laid on the table. It shall be decided w thout debate or
amendment .

RULE 61
Previ ous Question

A notion for the previous question, seconded by twenty
menbers and sustained by a majority of the nmenbers present,
shall put an end to all debate and bring the House to an
i mredi ate vote on the question then pending, or the questions on
which it has been ordered.

A notion for the previous question nay be made to enbrace any
or all pending anendnments or notions and to include the passage
or rejection of a bill or resolution.

RULE 62
Call for Yeas and Nays-- Reasons for Vote
The yeas and nays of the nenbers on any question shall, at

the desire of any two of them be entered on the Journal.
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(Constitution, Article Il, Section 12).

When t he Speaker or any nenber is not satisfied with a voice
vote on a pendi ng question, the Speaker may order a roll cal
vote; or, upon request of two nenbers, before the result of the
vote i s announced, he shall order a roll call vote.

A menber may submit a witten explanation of his vote
i mredi ately foll ow ng the announcenent of the result of the vote
and have it printed in the Journal.

RULE 63
Di vision of a Question

Any nenber may call for a division of a question by the
House, if it conprehends propositions so distinct and separate
t hat one being taken away, the other will stand as a conplete
proposition for the decision of the House.

A notion to strike out and insert is indivisible, but a
notion to strike out being |ost shall neither preclude anmendnent
nor a notion to strike out and insert.

RULE 64
Menbers Required to be Present and Vote

Every nmenber shall be present within the Hall of the House
during its sittings, unless excused by the House or unavoi dably
prevented, and shall vote for or against each question put,
unl ess he has a direct personal or pecuniary interest in the
determ nation of the question, or unless he is excused by the
House.

No nmenber shall be permitted to vote and have his vote
recorded on the roll unless he is present in the Hall of the
House during the roll call vote.

The Legi sl ative Journal shall show the result of each rol

call by yeas and nays and those absent and not voting.
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RULE 65
Menber Having Private Interest

A menber who has a personal or private interest in any
measure or bill proposed or pending before the House shal
di scl ose the fact to the House and shall not vote thereon.
(Constitution, Article Ill, Section 13).

RULE 66
El ectric Roll Cal

The nanes of the nenbers shall be listed on the electric roll
call boards by party affiliation in al phabetical order, except
t he nane of the Speaker shall be |ast.

On any question requiring the "yeas" and "nays", the electric
roll call systemshall be used. On all other questions to be
vot ed upon, the Speaker may, in his discretion, order the yeas
and nays taken by the electric roll call systemor voice vote
or, upon demand of two nenbers before the result of a vote has
been decl ared, the yeas and nays shall be taken by the electric
roll call system

In the event the electric roll systemis not in operating
order, the Speaker shall order all yea and nay votes be taken by
calling the roll, as provided in the Rules of the House.

The vote of any menber which has not been recorded because of
mechani cal mal function of the electric roll call systemshall be
entered on the Journal, if said nenber was in the Hall of the
House at the time of the vote and did cast his vote at the
appropriate tine, and the fact of such malfunction is reported
to the Speaker of the House prior to the announcenent of the
result of the vote.

When the House is ready to vote upon any question requiring

the yeas and nays and the vote is to be taken by the electric
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roll call system the Speaker shall state: "The question
.......................................... (Desi gnating the
matter to be voted upon.)" The Speaker shall then unlock the
voti ng machi ne and announce, "The nmenbers shall now proceed to

vote." Once the voting has begun, it shall not be interrupted,
except for the purpose of questioning the validity of a nenber's
vote or, if the voting switch of a nenber present in the Hall of
the House is | ocked or otherw se inoperative, a request that
such switch be rendered operative or such nenbers vote be
officially recorded, before the result is announced.

When, in the judgnent of the Speaker, reasonable tinme has
been allowed all nenbers present in the House to vote (in no
event shall such tine exceed ten mnutes) he shall ask the
guestion: "Have all menbers present voted"? After a pause, the
Speaker shall |ock the machine and instruct the Clerk to record
the vote, and the Speaker shall announce the result of the vote.

No nmenber or other person shall be allowed at the Cerk's
desk while the yeas and nays are being recorded, or the vote
count ed.

After the voting nmachine is | ocked, no nenber may change his
vote and the votes of tardy nenbers will not be recorded.

The vote as electrically recorded on the roll of nmenbers
shall not in any manner be altered or changed by any person.

No nmenber shall vote for another nenber, nor shall any person
not a menber vote for a nmenber. Any nenber who shall vote or
attenpt to vote for another nenber, or a person not a nenber who
shall vote or attenpt to vote for a menber, may be punished in
such manner as the House determ nes.

Any nenber or other person who willfully tanmpers with or

attenpts to disarrange, deface, inpair or destroy in any manner
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what soever the electrical voting equi pnment used by the House, or
who instigates, aids or abets with the intent to destroy or
change the record of votes thereon shall be punished in such
manner as the House determ nes.

A menber who has been appoi nted by the Speaker to preside as
Speaker Pro Tenpore may designate either the Majority or
Mnority Wiip to cast his vote on any question while he is
presiding in accordance with his instructions fromthe Chair.

RULE 67
Verification and Chal | enge

Upon conpletion of a roll call and before the result is
announced, if there appears to be need for verification, the
Speaker may direct the Clerk to verify it, or three nenbers nmay
demand a verification.

Any nenber may challenge in witing the yea or nay or
el ectrically recorded vote of other nenbers. The all egations
made shall be investigated by a commttee conposed of the
Speaker, a majority menber and a mnority nmenber appointed by
t he Speaker, who shall submt a report to the House not |ater
than its next session. The House shall then deci de whether the
chal I enged vote shall be recorded or not.

If the chall enged vote woul d change the result, the
announcenent of the vote shall be postponed until the House
deci des the case.

RULE 68
Changi ng Vote

No nmenber may change his vote, or have his vote recorded
after the result of a roll call vote has been announced, nor
after an affirmative or negative roll has been decl ared

verifi ed.
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RULE 69
Jour nal

The Chief Cerk shall keep a Journal of the proceedi ngs of
t he House, which shall be printed and shall be nmade available to
t he nmenbers.

The Journal of the proceedings of the |ast day' s session
shall not be read unless so ordered by a nmajority vote of the
House.

RULE 70
Hi story of House Bills
and House Resol utions

A weekly History, showing the title and action on House bills
and the text and action on non-privileged resolutions, shall be
conpi |l ed and i ndexed under the direction of the Chief Oerk and
shall be printed and placed on each nmenber's desk.

The House History shall include a cumul ative index of |aws
enacted during the session and the text of vetoes by the
Gover nor

RULE 71
House Cal endar

Bills and non-privileged resolutions reported fromconmttees
to the House with an affirmati ve reconmendati on shall be |isted
on the cal endar in such manner as prescribed by the Rul es
Committee and any other rule of the House. House bills and House
resol utions shall precede Senate bills and Senate resol utions.

Bills and non-privileged resolutions shall be |isted on the
House Cal endar for no nore than fifteen consecutive |egislative
days. At the end of the fifteenth consecutive |egislative day
the said bill or non-privileged resolution shall be

automatically recommtted to the commttee fromwhich it was
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reported to the floor of the House.

Any bill or non-privileged resolution on the cal endar which
cannot, by its status, be recommtted shall be renoved fromthe
cal endar and laid on the table, unless the House shall otherw se
direct.

RULE 72
Journal, Transcribing and
Docunent s Roons

No person, except nmenbers and enpl oyees of the House havi ng
of ficial business, shall be permtted in the Transcribing, the
Legi slative Journal, and the Bills and Docunments Roons of the
House w thout the consent of the Chief derk.

RULE 73
Correspondent s

Admi ssion to and adm nistration of the Press Galleries of the
Senate and House of Representatives shall be vested in a
Committee on Correspondents consisting of the President Pro
Tenpore of the Senate, or his designee; the Speaker of the House
of Representatives, or his designee; the Supervisor of the
Capi tol Newsroom the President of the Pennsyl vania Legislative
Correspondents' Associ ation, or his designee and the Executive
Director of the Pennsyl vania Association of Broadcasters, or his
desi gnee.

Persons desiring adm ssion to the press sections of the
Senate and House of Representatives shall nake application to
the Chairman of the Commttee on Correspondents. Such
application shall state the newspaper, press association or
licensed radio or television station, its location, tinmes of
publ i cation or hours of broadcasting, and be signed by the

appl i cant.

19790H0053R1122 - 65 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

The Commi ttee on Correspondents shall verify the statenents
made in such application, and, if the application is approved by
the Commttee, shall issue a correspondent’'s card signed by the
menbers of the Comm ttee.

The gall ery assigned to newspaper correspondents or
recogni zed press associ ation correspondents or representatives
of licensed radio and tel evision stations, systens or
newsgat heri ng agenci es shall be for their exclusive use and
per sons not hol di ng correspondents cards shall not be entitled
to adm ssion thereto. Enployees of the General Assenbly,
representatives and enpl oyees of state departnents, boards,
conmmi ssions and agencies, visitors and nenbers of the famlies
of correspondents entitled to adm ssion to the press gallery
shall, at no tine, be permtted to occupy the seats or be
entitled to the privileges of the press gallery.

Accredited representatives of newspapers, wire, newsreel
services and licensed radio or television stations, systens or
newsgat heri ng agenci es, may be authorized by the Speaker of the
House to take phot ographs, make audi o or video recordings or
tapes, and to broadcast or televise in the House of
Representatives. Applications to take phot ographs, make audi o or
vi deo recordi ngs or tapes, or to broadcast or televise at public
heari ngs of commttees shall be approved by the Commttee
Chai rman or Co-chai rnmen conducting such hearing. However, the
Committee Chairman conducting the hearing may make such orders
to such representatives as may be necessary to preserve order
and decorum

No phot ographs shall be taken nor any recordi ngs or tapes
made, nor any broadcasting or televising done in the House of

Representati ves during sessions, being at ease or recessed,
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wi thout prior notice to the Representatives. Wen possible, such
notice shall be given at the beginning of the session, at ease
or recess, during which the photographs, recordings or taping,
broadcasting or televising are scheduled to be taken or made.

No nore than one representative of each newspaper, press
association or licensed radio or television station, system or
newsgat heri ng agency shall be admtted to the press gallery at
one time. Menbers of the Pennsylvania Legislative
Correspondents' Associ ation and representatives of |icensed
radio and tel evision stations, systenms or newsgatheri ng
agenci es, assigned to the House of Representatives on a daily
basi s shall have pernmanent assigned seating in the press gallery
with identification plates. Visiting representatives of daily
newspapers, press associations, Sunday newspapers as well as
radio and tel evision stations, systenms or newsgathering agencies
shal |l coordinate seating accommobdati ons with the supervisor of
t he Capitol Newsroom

Persons assigned to the press gallery on a pernmanent or
tenporary basis, shall at all tines, refrain fromloud talking
or causing any disturbance which tends to interrupt the
proceedi ngs of the House of Representatives.

Persons assigned to the press gallery on a pernmanent or
tenporary basis shall not walk onto the floor of the House of
Representati ves nor approach the rostrumor the clerks' desks
during session or while being at ease.

Persons assigned to the press gallery on a pernmanent or
tenporary basis wishing to confer with a Representative shal
di sclose this fact by having a nessage delivered by a page to
t he Representative. Such conversation shall be conducted off the

fl oor of the House of Representatives.
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Representati ves of the Pennsyl vania Public Broadcasting
System may, subject to regulations of the Speaker, televise or
make vi deo tapes of proceedi ngs of sessions of the House of
Representati ves and neetings of all commttees of the House of
Represent ati ves.

RULE 74
Visitors

Visitors shall be admtted to the Hall of the House only when
sponsored by a nenber. The chief clerk shall issue an
appropriate pass to any visitor so sponsored.

Persons admitted to the Hall of the House other than nenbers
and attaches, shall not be permtted to stand while the House is
in session but shall be seated in chairs provided for them At
no tinme shall visitors be permitted on the Floor of the House
while the House is in Session unless so permtted by the
speaker .

RULE 75
Lobbyi st s

No registered | obbyist shall be admtted to the Hall of the
House.

RULE 76
Soliciting Prohibited

No officer or enployee of the House shall solicit any nenber,

ot her officer or enployee of the House for any purpose.
RULE 77
Suspendi ng and Changi ng Rul es

Any rul e of the House, which is not required by the
Constitution, nmay be tenporarily suspended at any tine for a
speci fic purpose only by a majority vote of the nenbers el ected

to the House by a roll call vote.
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1 A notion to suspend the rules nmay not be laid on the tabl e,

2 postponed, conmitted or anended.

3 The existing rules of the House shall not be changed, added

4 to, nodified or deleted except by witten resolution and the

5 sane approved by a majority vote of the nenbers elected to the

6 House by a roll call vote.

7 Except where such resolution originates with the Commttee on
8 Rules, no resolution proposing any change, addition,

9 nodification or deletion to existing House rules shall be

10 considered until such resolution has been referred to the

11 Conmmittee on Rules, reported therefrom printed, filed on the

12 desk of each nenber and placed on the cal endar.

13 Any proposed change, addition, nodification or deletion

14 offered by a nmenber on the floor of the House to such resol ution
15 shall be considered, in effect, a change, addition, nodification
16 or deletion to existing House rules and shall require for

17 approval a mpjority vote of the nmenbers by a roll call vote.

18 RULE 78

19 Parliamentary Authority
20 Jefferson's Manual supplenented by Mason's Manual of
21 Legislative Procedure shall be the parlianentary authority of
22 the House, if applicable and not inconsistent with the
23 Constitution of Pennsylvania, the | aws of Pennsyl vania
24 applicable to the General Assenbly, the Rules of the House, the
25 established precedents of the House and the established custons
26 and usages of the House.
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